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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 


Ron  Mullin 


Everyone  is  familiar  with  the  saying  that  time  flies  when  you  are  having  fun. 
It’s  definitely  true.  It  hardly  seems  possible  that  this  is  the  last  of  my  presiden¬ 
tial  messages.  The  time  has  passed  quickly  and  it  was  certainly  a  fun  time  for 
me. 

During  the  past  three  years  I  have  visited  many  clubs  across  the  country. 
Those  clubs  are  the  backbone  of  The  American  Iris  Society,  so  their  con¬ 
tinued  success  is  most  important.  I  have  noted  that  the  clubs  which  are  doing 
the  best  are  those  in  which  harmony  prevails.  A  positive  attitude  seems  to  be  a 
part  of  every  member’s  outlook,  and  that  is  what  we  should  try  to  achieve  in 
every  club.  Accent  the  positive  in  your  local  club  and  in  AIS. 

Our  membership  continues  to  grow,  and  some  regions  are  doing  par¬ 
ticularly  well  in  recruiting  new  members.  Let’s  not  forget  that  those  new 
members  need  to  be  helped  along  by  those  with  more  experience  in  growing 
irises  and  in  club  activities.  Make  that  new  member  a  permanent  one  by 
giving  encouragement  and  by  being  friendly. 

The  Board  of  Directors  will  be  meeting  in  Tulsa  this  fall.  Remember  that  you 
are  always  welcome  at  meetings  of  the  board.  At  this  meeting  the  new 
president  will  take  office.  I  know  that  he  can  count  on  the  same  wonderful 
spirit  of  cooperation  which  has  made  my  three  years  so  pleasant. 

AIS  will  again  sell  calendars  during  1987.  This  venture  proved  to  be  quite 
popular  during  1986,  and  as  further  work  is  done  in  this  area,  the  calendar  will 
become  better  and  better.  All  the  other  items  which  were  requested  by  the 
membership  during  recent  years  are  now  available  too.  This  includes  the 
Judges’  Handbook,  RVP  Handbook,  Color  Fans,  the  1969  Checklist,  and  the 
Convention  Handbook.  The  directors  should  be  commended  for  their  efforts 
in  getting  these  items  completed  and  made  available. 

The  super-active  San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society  continued  its  scholarship 
program  this  year  and  presented  the  awards  at  one  of  their  meetings.  In 
addition,  they  honored  Mr.  Marion  Walker,  former  AIS  President,  with  an 
Honorary  Life  Membership  in  their  club.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  be  present  for 
these  festivities  and  at  meetings  in  Utah  and  Lubbock,  Texas.  It  is  apparent 
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that  hard  garden  work  is  a  necessity  for  irisarians,  since  all  of  us  tend  to  eat  at 
every  meeting. 

Writing  these  messages  has  never  been  easy,  and  this  last  one  is  the  most 
difficult  of  all.  It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  members 
of  the  society  for  the  many  kindnesses  extended  to  me  during  my  term.  I’ve 
met  many  people  that  I  wouldn’t  have  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  had  I  not 
held  this  office.  And,  it  is  the  people  who  make  this  organization  what  it  is. 
When  one  presidential  term  ends  and  another  begins,  the  work  of  the  society 
goes  on  because  thousands  of  members  will  continue  working  as  they  always 
have.  Thank  you,  members,  for  allowing  me  to  serve  you  as  president. 


ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  Seventh  Annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS’  SEMINAR 

February  27-28,  1987 

JOSEPH  K.  MERTZWEILLER 

has  accepted  an  invitation  to  lead  sessions  on  hybridizing  for  both  established  and 
budding  future  hybridizers.  The  sessions  will  focus  on  the  LOUISIANA  iris.  A  fee 
of  $20.00  per  person  will  he  charged  (February  28  session  only).  The  session  on 
February  27  is  free.  For  further  information  and  assistance,  write: 

Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place,  Edmond,  OK  73013 
Phone:  1-405-478-3498 
or  come  at  7:30  PM.  on  the  27th  to: 

Will  Rogers  Garden  Center  3400  NW  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 


SIBERIAN  IRISES . . . Postpaid  $7.00 


By  Currier  McEwen;  illustrated  with  color 
plates,  drawings  and  monochrome;  includes 
glossary  of  terms;  prepared  with  help  from 
committee  of  advisors  and  contributors  from 
The  Society  for  Siberian  Irises.  Proceeds  from 
sale  of  books  will  be  used  to  support  the  work 
of  SSL 


Send  order  to:  Julius  Wadekamper,  15974  Canby  Avenue,  Route  5, 
Faribault,  MN  55021.  Make  cheek  payable  to 
Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  and  Sections  of  AIS  maintain  sets  of  iris  slides  which  may  be  rented.  Each  set 
contains  about  100  35-mm  slides. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE 

Irises  for  Every  Garden — Good  for  garden  clubs.  Contains  both  bearded  and  beardless 
types. 

The  New  Reliables — Popular,  less  expensive  varieties. 

Recent  Award  Winners-— AM  and  HM  winners 
The  Newest  in  Irises— Recent  introductions 
The  Popularity  Poll — 100  favorite  TBs 
Arrangements — Flower  arrangements  featuring  irises 

Irises  in  the  Visual  Arts — European,  Oriental,  and  American  paintings,  arts  and  crafts 
that  include  irises 

Many  Types  and  Colors  of  Irises — Bearded,  bulbous,  beardless  in  their  great  variety 

Irises  through  the  Seasons — Follows  the  iris  around  the  calendar  in  house  and  garden 

The  other  Bearded  Irises— Other  than  TB.  Dwarfs,  Medians,  Arils,  Arilbreds 

St.  Louis  Convention— 1981 

Denver  Convention — 1 982 

Boston  Convention — 1983 

Seattle  Convention— 1 984 

Indianapolis  Convention — 1985 

San  Jose  Convention— 1986 

Phoenix  Convention— 1 987  (after  July  1) 

Order  above  slides  from  Howard  Shockey 

461 1  Rio  Grande  Ln.  NW 
Check  to  AIS  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

Phone  (505)  345-01 1 9  24  hour  answering  recorder 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  SECTIONS  OF  AIS 

Arils  and  Arilbreds— Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  16789  Spring  Creek  Rd.,  Applegate, 
CA  95703,  April  1 5  through  October  1 4,  and  47806  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA  92201 ,  October 
15  through  April  14.  Check  to  Aril  Iris  Society. 

Dwarfs— Good  for  rock  gardens.  Order  from  Dorothy  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 
Beechwood,  OH  44122.  Check  to  DIS 

Japanese — Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

Louisianas — Order  from  LaVera  Burkett,  1 100  N.  Ella  Street,  Searcy,  AR  72143  Check 
to  USA. 

Medians— Standard  Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Miniature  Tall  Bearded,  Border  Bearded. 

Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  1 19th.  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685.  Check  to  MIS. 
Species— Suitable  for  judges’  training.  Order  from  Colin  Rigby,  2087  Curtis  Drive, 
Penngrove,  CA  94951 .  Check  to  SIGNA. 

Siberians — Order  from  James  Foreman,  1370  W.  Michaels  Rd.,  Tipp  City,  OH  45371. 
Please  write  for  details  before  ordering. 

Spurias— Order  from  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA  95815. 
Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 

TO  ORDER — Request  slides  well  in  advance,  preferable  six  weeks.  Cost  is  $5.00  per 
set.  Slides  must  be  returned  next  day  by  first  class/priority  mail.  Affiliated  societies 
may  have  one  free  program  per  year,  although  some  Sections  may  not  honor  this. 
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1986  AIS  AWARDS 

DYKES  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 

SONG  OF  NORWAY  (W.  Luihn)  200  votes  (28.4%) 

runnersup 

COPPER  CLASSIC  (E.  Roderick)  57  votes 
LACED  COTTON  (Schreiners)  37  votes 

votes 


KNOWLTON  MEDAL 
(BB) 

292  PINK  BUBBLES  (B.  Hager) 
runnersup 

50  DOLL  BABY  (G.  Corlew) 

47  SOMETHING  SPECIAL 
(B.  Hager) 

SASS  MEDAL  (IB) 

215  RARE  EDITION  (J.  Gatty) 
runnersup 

162  AZ  AP  (A.  Ensiminger) 

63  OKLAHOMA  BANDIT 
(H.  Nichols) 

COOK-DOUGLAS 
MEDAL  (SDB) 

112  RAIN  DANCE  (B.  Jones) 
runnersup 

63  LITTLE  BLACK  BELT 
(D.  Niswonger) 

62  BRASS  TACKS  (K.  Keppel) 

CAPARNE-WELCH 
MEDAL  (SDB) 

71  GARNET  ELF  (M.  Hamblen) 
runnersup 

67  PENNY  CANDY  (M.  Hamblen) 
59  NUGGETS  (D.  Sindt) 

MORGAN-WOOD 
MEDAL  (SIB) 

116  BUTTER  AND  SUGAR 
(C.  McEwen) 

runnersup 

68  STEVE  VARNER  (H.  Briscoe) 
61  RUFFLED  VELVET 

(C.  McEwen) 


DEBAILLON  MEDAL 
(LA) 

190  ANN  CHOWNING 
(F.  Chowning) 

runnersup 

50  CLARA  GOULA  (C.  Arny) 

30  EASTER  TIDE  (C.  Arny) 

C.  G.  WHITE  AWARD 
(AR) 

25  KHYBER  PASS  (K.  Kidd) 

runnersup 

15  MOHR  PRETENDER  (L.  Rich) 

13  COOL  OASIS  (B.  Hager) 

MOHR  AWARD  (AB) 

31  SMOKE  WITH  WINE 
(C.  Boswell) 

runnersup 

26  HUMOHR  (B.  Hager) 

26  PHOPHETIC  MESSAGE 

(H.  Nichols) 

NIES  AWARD  (SPU) 

24  BETTY  COOPER 
(E.  McCown) 

runnersup 

22  REDWOOD  SUPREME 
(D.  Niswonger) 

20  ELEANOR  HILL  (B.  Hager) 

20  VINTAGE  YEAR 
(D.  Niswonger) 

MITCHELL  AWARD  (CA) 

16  BIG  WHEEL  (J.  Ghio) 

runnersup 

14  SIMPLY  WILD  (J.  Ghio) 

12  CALIFORNIA  MYSTIQUE 

(J.  Ghio) 
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PINK  BUBBLES  RAIN  DANCE 


RARE  EDITION 

BUTTER  AND  SUGAR 


GARNET  ELF 


ANN  CHOWNING 
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SMOKE  WITH  WINE 


BETTY  COOPER 

ROSEMARY’S  DREAM 


BIG  WHEEL 

AACHEN  ELF 


KHYBER  PASS 
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WILLIAMSON-WHITE 
AWARD  (MTR) 

45  ROSEMARY’S  DREAM 
(M.  Dunderman) 
runnersup 

35  PUPPY  LOVE  (B.  Hager) 

20  CONCORD  SPRITE 
(C.  Boswell) 


WALTHER  CUP 
(Most  HM  votes— All  categories) 
AACHEN  ELF  (MTB)  (L.  Kennedy) 

1 39  votes 

runnersup 

GIGOLO  (TB)  (K.  Keppel)  130  votes 
EVERYTHING  PLUS  (TB) 

(D.  Niswonger)  107  votes 


PAYNE  AWARD  (JAP) 

Due  to  extended  deadline  for  voting, 
results  will  be  reported  in  the 
January  Bulletin. 


THEATRE 


BUBBLING  OVER 


CAPRICIOUS 


MULLED  WINE 
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AWARD  OF  MERIT 


votes 


TALL  BEARDED 

190  MULLED  WINE  (K.  Keppel) 

188  BUBBLING  OVER  (J.  Ghio) 

104  THEATRE  (K.  Keppel) 

95  WEDDING  CANDLES 
(Schreiners) 

86  COLOR  CODED  (D.  Rawlins) 
80  INFINITE  GRACE 
(M.  Hamblen) 

77  SPECTACULAR  BID 
(D.  Denney) 

76  MASTER  TOUCH  (Schreiners) 
73  SKY  HOOKS  (M.  Osborne) 

72  CAPRICIOUS  (M.  Hambien) 

67  POPS  CONCERT  (K.  Waite) 

66  FRESNO  FROLIC  (J.  Weiler) 

runnersup 

63  MARMALADE  (K.  Keppel) 

63  LIGHTED  WITHIN 
(R.  Blodgett) 

62  DESERT  ECHO  (D.  Meek) 

59  AN-JAN  (L.  Bellagamba) 

59  SHAMAN  (S.  DuBose) 

58  BEYOND  (J.  Gibson) 

58  CRACKLIN’  BURGUNDY 
(Schreiners) 

56  PRAY  FOR  PEACE  (G.  Plough) 

INTERMEDIATE 

BEARDED 

107  BOLD  PRINT  (J.  Gatty) 

66  BEDTIME  STORY  (J.  Ritchie) 

64  RASPBERRY  ROSE 
(M.  Hamblen) 

runnersup 

44  SARANAP  (C.  Boswell) 

40  COUNTRY  DEEJAY 
(C.  Lankow) 

38  IN  THE  BUFF  (R.  Sobek) 

38  LOOKIN’  GOOD  (B.  Hager) 


BORDER  BEARDED 

129  HOPSCOTCH  (K.  Keppel) 

97  PREDICTION  (K.  Keppel) 

69  LADYBUG  (M.  Hamblen) 

runnersup 

60  FEATHERED  FRIEND 
(A.  Ensminger) 

55  INTYGREYSHUN 
(A.  Ensminger) 

50  IRIS  BONSACK  (A.  Ensminger) 
44  CINDER  BRITCHES  (D.  Meek) 


STANDARD  DWARF 
BEARDED 

73  LITTLE  EPISODE  (D.  Rawlins) 
54  JADE  MIST  (P.  Dyer) 

51  AZURE  GEM  (M.  Hamblen) 

48  BABY  BLESSED  (L.  Zurbrigg) 

runnersup 

45  STARLIGHT  WALTZ 
(C.  Helsley) 

42  KAYO  (D.  Niswonger) 

40  THRICE  BLESSED  (J.  Weiler) 
36  FIRE  ONE  (G.  Plough) 


MINIATURE  DWARF 
BEARDED 
48  DITTO  (B.  Hager) 

39  TWIST  OF  LEMON 
(R.  &  L.  Miller) 

37  ALPINE  LAKE  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

runnersup 

35  SHRIMP  (D.  Sindt) 

33  BETTY  EMMONS  (C.  Palmer) 
32  PUSSY  TOES  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
29  GOLD  CANARY 
(A.  &  D.  Willott) 
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POPS  CONCERT 


INFINITE  GRACE 


i  H 


COLOR  CODED 


FRESNO  FROLIC 


WEDDING  CANDLES  SKY  HOOKS 
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SIBERIAN 

54  FROSTY  RIM  (G.  Bush) 

53  SHIRLEY  POPE  (C.  McEwen) 
52  JAYBIRD  (B.  Hager) 

runnersup 

48  DEAR  DIANNE  (C.  McEwen) 
36  OMAR’S  CUP  (B.  Hager) 

34  NEW  WINE  (S.  Varner) 

33  MAGGIE  SMITH  (W. 
McGarvey) 


LOUISIANA 

49  BLACK  GAMECOCK 
(F.  Chowning) 

40  ACADIAN  MISS  (C.  Arny) 

40  MARY’S  CHARLIE  (M.  Dunn) 

runnersup 

33  COLORIFIC  (J.  Mertzweiller) 
33  VALERA  (C.  Arny) 

32  SHRIMP  LOUIS  (B.  Hager) 

31  PRESIDENT  HEDLEY 
(J.  Mertzweiller) 


BOLD  PRINT 


ACADIAN  MISS 


FROSTY  RIM 


MARY’S  CHARLIE 

n 
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HONORABLE  MENTION 


TALL  BEARDED 


votes 

130  GIGOLO  (K.  Keppel) 

107  EVERYTHING  PLUS 
(D.  Niswonger) 

99  PLEDGE  ALLEGIANCE 
(Schreiners) 

96  KAREN  (M.  Hamblen) 

93  TOMORROW’S  CHILD 
(B.  Blyth  by  Keppel) 

91  SYNCOPATION  (J.  Gatty) 

89  OLYMPIAD  (J.  Ghio) 

74  CRYSTAL  CATHEDRAL 
(B.  Hager  by  Maryott) 

64  NAVAJO  JEWEL  (J.  Weiler) 

56  JUST  MARRIED  (J.  Ghio) 

55  MARAUDER  (J.  Ghio) 

55  RASPBERRY  FRILLS 
(Schreiners) 

53  DANGER  (J.  Gatty) 

52  CLASSICO  (L.  Gartman) 

49  LADY  MADONNA  (Schreiners) 
49  SOPHISTICATION 
(M.  Hamblen) 

48  BLACK  FLAG  (H.  Stahly) 

48  ORANGE  CELEBRITY 
(D.  Niswonger) 

47  BUBBLY  MOOD  (J.  Ghio) 

44  BAMA  BERRY  (J.  Burch) 

44  LATIN  ROCK  (Schreiners) 

43  TWICE  THRILLING 
(M.  Osborne) 

42  MOMENT  IN  TIME 
(Ev.  Kegerise) 

42  NEEDLEPOINT  (Schreiners) 
40  CANDELERO  (G.  Corlew) 

40  HAIDA  DANCER  (T.  Aitken) 

39  PEKING  SUMMER 
(Schreiners) 

38  LAREDO  (K.  Keppel) 


37  IMMORTALITY  (L.  Zurbrigg) 
37  MING  ROSE  (O.  Brown) 

36  OH  BABE  (D.  Anderson) 

36  WAR  SAILS  (Schreiners) 

35  SILVER  FLOW  (B.  Hager) 

34  PERFECT  INTERLUDE 
(Schreiners) 

34  POET  (B.  Williamson) 

34  SWIRLING  SEAS  (J.  Gatty) 

33  SIX  PACK  (G.  Slade) 

32  MATINEE  IDOL  (M.  Hamblen) 
32  PERFECTA  (M.  Dunn) 

32  SPACELAB  (D.  Saxton) 

30  APRICOT  FANTASY 
(W.  Simon) 

30  CHARMED  LIFE  (K.  Keppel) 
30  CURIOUS  YELLOW 
(J.  Durrance) 

30  FURNACE  CREEK 
(W.  Maryott) 

29  BRONZE  SCULPTURE 
(G.  Gaddie) 

29  SOCIAL  REGISTER  (J.  Ghio) 
29  TOASTMASTER  (J.  Ghio) 

28  GAY  MYSTIQUE  (R.  Dunn) 

28  RED  REWARD  (S.  Stevens) 
27  MELISSA  SUE  (B.  Hamner) 
27  RAGTIME  (M.  Hamblen) 

26  AMBROSIA  DELIGHT 
(D.  Niswonger) 

26  APACHE  ROSE  (D.  Meek) 

26  GLISTENING  ICICLE 
(W.  Maryott) 

26  SHEPHERD’S  HEY 
(C.  Helsley) 

26  SUGARTIME  (D.  Meek) 

25  TOWERING  INFERNO 
(P.  Black) 
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INTERMEDIATE 
BEARDED 
100  LITTLE  SNOW  LEMON 
(G.  Gaddie) 

32  HAT  TRICK  (P.  Black) 

29  PENNYWORTH 
(A.  Ensminger) 

22  CAT’S  MEOW  (C.  Palmer) 

21  BLUSHES  (G.  Shoop) 

21  MOON  SPARKLE 
(A.  &  D.  Willott) 

20  GLEE  CLUB  (J.  Ritchie) 

19  PAINTED  HILLS  (C.  Palmer) 
18  CARACAL  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
16  HILLS  OF  LAFAYETTE 
(C.  Boswell) 

16  POETIC  ART  (C.  Palmer) 

16  RED  CHIPS  (C.  Palmer) 


STANDARD  DWARF 
BEARDED 

47  LITTLE  ANNIE  (D.  Niswonger) 
34  RITA  KINSELLA  (H.  Briscoe) 
27  CHERRY  POP  (B.  Hager) 

24  PECAN  SPOT  (P  Black) 

22  COALBUCKET  (S.  Innerst) 

19  ROYAL  SPARKS  (G.  Gaddie) 
16  HAPPY  EASTER  (G.  Gaddie) 
15  BRUSK  (S.  Innerst) 

15  COPS  (R.  Sobek) 

15  HI  SAILOR  (J.  Gatty) 

15  THIRD  CHARM  (J.  Weiler) 


MINIATURE  DWARF 
BEARDED 

34  FLEA  CIRCUS  (B.  Hager) 

17  BLACK  KITTEN  (H.  Hite) 

17  FLAKES  (D.  Sindt) 

17  TOYLAND  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

16  DUNLIN  (J.  D.  Taylor  by  Sindt) 
16  MINI  COQUETTE  (B.  Hager) 
15  BUZZ  BEE  (R.  &L.  Miller) 

15  FAR  AND  WEE  (D.  Sindt) 

15  SPARKY  (T.  Aitken) 


MINIATURE  TALL 
BEARDED 

139  AACHEN  ELF  (L.  Kennedy) 

43  SPARKLING  CHABLIS 
(D.  Guild) 

39  GRANDPA’S  GIRL  (K.  Fisher) 
33  ECHO  POND  (D.  Sindt) 

29  HERE’S  LUCY  (D.  Guild) 

25  VELVET  BOUQUET  (T.  Varner) 
23  SATIN  BLUE  (T.  Varner) 

19  MAYA  MELODY 
(A.  Machulak) 

18  SAND  PRINCESS  (K.  Fisher) 
16  OSHEL  BLUE  (M.  Dunderman) 
16  STRIKING  GOLD  (D.  Guild) 

13  CHATTER  LINE  (H.  Rowlan) 


BORDER  BEARDED 

78  BORDERLINE  (J.  Ghio) 

38  MUSIC  BOX  DANCER 
(E.  Roderick) 

37  CUDDLES  (D.  Meek) 

36  CLASSIC  TREASURE 
(E.  Burger) 

33  FIDDLER  (H.  Stahly) 

33  SHOW  ME  (J.  Gibson) 

31  CELESTIAL  DREAM 
(J.  Stadler) 

29  HONKY  TONK  (D.  Meek) 

27  KIRSCH  (J.  Burch) 

26  BUBBLING  BALLET 
(S.  Stevens) 

25  PICCOLO  PETE  (F.  Spahn) 

21  PINCH  OF  SPICE  (W.  Moores) 
18  ECLECTIC  (W.  Maryott) 

16  HEY  CHARLIE  (P  Williams) 

16  PEACH  REPRISE  (W.  Moores) 
15  FRIDAY  SURPRISE 
(G.  Shoop) 


14 


ARILBRED 

29  GREEN  EYED  SHEBA 
(C.  Boswell) 

16  RUFFLED  SHAMROCK 
(J.  Wight) 

16  SUNDORA  (F.  Gadd) 

12  SHABOO  (F.  Gadd) 

11  OPALS  FOR  ETHEL 
(S.  McAllister) 

ARIL 

15  TURKISH  FEZ  (B.  Hager) 

13  PRO  NEWS  (H.  Danielson) 

12  SANDY  DANDY  (H.  Danielson) 

SPURIA 
60  JANICE  CHESNIK 
(E.  McCown) 

54  IMPERIAL  SUN  (E.  McCown) 
37  BORDER  TOWN  (J.  Ghio) 

35  DESTINATION  (B.  Hager) 

22  ARTS  ALIVE  (B.  Hager) 

22  DUSTY  TRAILS 
(F.  Wickenkamp) 

20  RUSSIAN  WHITE 
(D.  Niswonger) 

20  SPICED  TEA  (D.  Niswonger) 
18  EVENING  DRESS  (J.  Ghio) 

13  EURASIA  (J.  Ghio) 

10  BLUE  BUNTING 


(D.  Niswonger) 


AZURE  GEM 


SIRERIAN 

34  DUTCH  (S.  Varner) 

32  LAUGHING  BROOK 
(K.  Waite) 

27  APPALOOSA  BLUE 
(L.  Bellagamba) 

24  SAILOR’S  HORNPIPE 
(C.  Helsley) 

22  SAIL-PLANE  (J.  Ennenga) 

19  PRESIDENT  TRUMAN 
(L.  Bellagamba) 

19  SEA  CHANTY  (C.  Helsley) 

15  MARSHMALLOW  FROSTING 
(C.  McEwen) 

LOUISIANA 

26  DELTA  FOX  (M.  Dunn) 

24  ELUSIVE  BUTTERFLY 
(J.  Ghio) 

21  C’EST  CHIC  (M.  Dunn) 

21  SUNNY  EPISODE  (H.  Rowlan) 
15  GENTLEMAN  (M.  Dunn) 

CALIFORNICAE 

21  GO  WILD  (J.  Ghio) 

10  WISH  FULFILLMENT  (J.  Ghio) 
19  BIG  MONEY  (J.  Ghio) 

18  MONTARA  (J.  Ghio) 

17  LAS  OLAS  (J.  Ghio) 

14LOMA  PR  I  ETA  (J.  Ghio) 

13  GRAND  DESIGN  (J.  Ghio) 

10  RUSTIC  CANYON  (T.  Abell) 


DITTO 
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Petermeier  Garden 


GOLDEN 

STATE 

REUNION 


San  Jose,  1986 

Ronn  Dunn,  Montana 

Attending  my  first  AIS  Convention  involved  far  more  than  merely  sending 
reservations,  securing  leave  from  work,  and  packing.  It  was  hours  spent  re¬ 
reading  the  convention  schedule,  thinking  about  the  gardens  to  be  visited, 
and  wondering  if  it  was  worth  the  time,  money  and  effort.  Always  there  were 
questions  such  as,  “What  if  their  bloom  season  is  way  past  peak  and  there  are 
no  irises  to  be  seen? — What  are  my  responsibilities  as  a  newly-elected 
RVP? — If  I  am  not  impressed  with  the  convention,  what  do  I  report  to  my  local 
society  and  region  when  I  get  back?” 

Arriving  in  San  Jose  (Wow!  the  plane  descended  quickly  .  .  .  )  with  two 
friends  from  the  Missoula  Iris  Society,  we  three  had  the  “Well,  we’re  here!” 
feeling.  The  months  of  anticipation  were  about  to  come  true.  Other  than  the 
minor  frustrations  of  checking  into  the  hotel  (my  room  was  ready,  their  wasn’t), 
everything  went  smoothly.  Iris  Nelson  and  the  Region  14  crew  had  our  regis¬ 
tration  packets  ready.  Ken  and  RoseMary,  my  Missoula  friends,  headed  off  for 
the  Filoli  tour  and  I  attended  my  first  AIS  Board  Meeting.  Ron  Mullin  and  the 
rest  of  the  AIS  Board  had  their  homework  done.  The  meeting  did  not  have  you 
sitting  on  the  edge  of  your  seat,  but  it  was  evident  that  AIS  was  in  good  hands. 
Thus,  I  received  my  first  introduction  to  an  AIS  Convention. 

The  next  three  days  were  spent  in  a  whirlwind  of  activities  such  as  garden 
tours,  meetings,  judges’  training,  and  section  functions.  Some  of  my  impres¬ 
sions: 

Garden  Tours:  these  ranged  from  “WOW”  to  “Why  did  we  stop  here?”  Never 
having  seen  a  large — and  I  do  mean  large — commercial  planting  such  as 
Melrose  Gradens,  I  was  overwhelmed.  Acres  and  acres!  I  was  also  impressed 
and  sometimes  disappointed  with  the  guest  irises.  Thoughts  ranged  from,  “Is 
that  what  I  bought  that  didn’t  bloom  last  year?”  to  “I’m  glad  I  did  get  that  one” 
to  “I  need  this  one.” 

Sue  Coleman’s  garden  was  especially  interesting  because  of  the  pacificas 
and  arilbreds.  I  had  never  experienced  pacifica  bloom  before,  and  what  a 
delightful  combination  of  form,  color  and  pattern.  Joe  Gnio’s  Bay  View  Gar¬ 
dens  showed  me  that  you  only  have  to  leave  one  foot  of  walking  space 
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between  your  rows.  (Just  kidding,  Joe!)  Irises  here  and  in  other  gardens  were 
impressive  and  well  grown.  I  enjoyed  my  introduction  to  louisiana  irises  here. 

The  Dabel  plantings,  “zoo,”  and  general  good  feeling  were  excellent.  Well 
done,  and  thank  you  for  opening  your  garden  for  us.  Perhaps  my  favorite 
garden  was  that  of  the  Petermeier  family.  It  was  well  groomed,  well  grown,  and 
showed  what  an  average  iris  grower  can  do  with  their  garden. 

The  People  Attending  Convention:  I  met  a  lot  of  interesting  and  fun  people.  I 
learned  that  even  Joe  Ghio  is  capable  of  breaking  off  the  terminal  bloom  in 
transporting  irises  to  a  show.  I  am  looking  forward  to  renewing  the  friendships 
formed  in  San  Jose. 

Another  group  of  “super”  people  were  Jim  McWhirter  and  his  bus  crew.  The 
bus,  Love  Magic — Go  Around,  was  indeed  a  “wayward  bus.”  Thank  you,  Jim, 
and  bus  driver  Kevin. 

Iris  Nelson,  Jean  Erickson,  and  Region  1 4  did  well.  San  Jose  was  well  worth 
the  time,  money  and  effort.  They  left  me  with  the  feeling,  “Fiesta  Phoenix  ‘87, 
Here  I  Come!” 


Carl  Boro  and  Hal  Mattos 
Man  the  Registration  Desk 
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Melrose  Gardens 
Perry  Dyer,  Oklahoma 


Tall  bearded  bloom  at  Melrose  was  somewhat  past  peak  for  the  Golden 
State  Reunion,  but  there  was  still  far  more  than  anyone  could  possibly  see 
during  the  allotted  two  hours  in  this  garden.  The  adverse  weather  of  early 
spring  in  California  (namely,  heavy  rains  that  produced  devastating  floods  in 
many  areas)  had  had  some  impact  on  the  bloom — specifically  in  the  intensity 
and  smoothness  of  color.  But  the  expertise  used  in  growing  the  plants  was 
very  apparent. 

One  cannot  fairly  describe  the  impact  a  row  of  EDITH  WOLFORD  (Hager 
’86)  in  full  bloom  has  on  the  soul.  Some  irisarians  just  do  not  care  for  the  color 
combination  (canary  yellow  standards,  sparkling  almost-blue  falls),  but 
enough  liked  it  so  well  that  it  won  the  President’s  Cup.  The  width  of  the  petals, 
the  superb  branching,  and  the  clean  vigorous  plants  make  this  variety  a 
breakthrough  in  this  color  pattern.  But  the  elegant  ruffling  and  the  overall 
smoothness  of  effect  make  it  a  landmark  in  irisdom. 

The  surprise  at  Melrose  was  the  “freebie”  for  this  year  from  Hager,  FRA¬ 
GRANT  LILAC.  With  the  exception  of  MARY  FRANCES,  this  general  color 
range  tends  to  be  overlooked  by  irisarians.  Many  superb  varieties  (such  as 
Julander’s  MELODY  RIPPLES  and  Parker’s  LILAC  FANTASTIC)  have  been 
ignored.  FRAGRANT  LILAC  appears  to  be  the  crowning  achievement  of  a 
very  fine  Hager  line,  and  it  has  the  consistent  growth  habits  and  bloom/ 
increase  ratio  that,  frankly,  the  others  in  the  line  lacked.  The  ultimate  in  form  in 
a  tall  bearded  iris:  swirling  standards  and  wide,  nearly  horizontal  falls  with 
perfectly  distributed  ruffling. 
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We  viewed  the  very  last  bloom  of  RED  LION  (Hager  ’86)  and  could  see  the 
potential  as  an  advancement  in  the  class,  notably  with  its  strong,  well- 
branched  stalks  and  decent  vigor.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  the  intensity  of 
the  red  in  the  Midwest,  as  our  soils  tend  to  have  a  richer  mineral  content, 
producing  much  more  vibrant  reds  than  on  the  West  Coast. 

Hager  has  four  very  fine  introductions  scheduled  for  release  in  1987. 
MAGIC  is  his  first  contribution  to  the  blue-bearded  pink  breeding  that  is  being 
done.  It  tends  to  be  a  litle  “muddy”  upon  first  opening,  as  is  true  with  most  of 
the  rich  blue-pinks.  The  color  contrast  between  the  flower  and  the  blue 
beards  is  stronger  than  the  very  elegant  SOPHISTICATION  (Hamblen  ’84). 
But  they  are  really  different  enough  that  both  should  be  grown. 

VERISMO  is  a  clean,  full-blown  red-brown  with  copper  shadings  at  the 
smooth-hafted  shoulders.  A  clean  copper  beard  complements  the  color 
harmony.  Beautiful  swirling  standards,  with  good  substance  and  excellent 
plant  habits. 

I  found  MY  VALENTINE  to  be  a  very  nice  attempt  at  a  pink-bearded  white 
(don’t  know  if  that  was  the  goal,  but  that’s  what  he  got!).  Huge  overlapping 
falls  are  almost  too  wide.  Yet,  in  spite  of  that  and  heavy  lace,  the  flowers 
appear  to  have  no  trouble  opening  properly  on  the  sturdy  stalks  with  three 
well-spaced  branches.  ELEGANT  ANSWER  is  Ben’s  best  offering  of  the 
peachy  pinks.  Again,  the  emphasis  is  on  the  huge  blocky  form,  yet  the  flowers 
retain  a  very  feminine  look. 

BUBBLING  OVER  (Ghio  ’82)  looked  superb  in  all  the  California  gardens.  It 
had  better  color  and  somewhat  better  form  and  bud  count  than  it  does  in  the 
Midwest.  Although  several  stalks  had  three  open  at  once,  the  timing/spacing 
of  the  stalks  in  the  clump  were  sequenced  so  well  that  it  produced  a  good 
garden  effect  also,  in  addition  to  show  stalk  potential.  BUBBLY  MOOD  (Ghio 
’84)  is  a  cold  icy  white  with  the  same,  almost  decadent,  ruffling  as  BUBBLING 
OVER,  but  on  a  much  broader  flower.  It  has  the  vigor  that  BUBBLE  BATH 
(Ghio  ’82)  lacked.  Overall,  BUBBLY  MOOD  is  one  of  the  best  whites  on  the 
market  today  in  a  surprisingly  limited  color  class  of  irises. 

Sterling  Innerst  (Pennsylvania)  is  one  of  our  finer,  most  innovative 
hybridizers  today,  and  his  releases  are  finally  getting  some  attention,  as  was 
evidenced  by  his  COLORTART  (’83)  coming  in  First  Runnerup  for  the  Cook 
Cup.  COLORTART  is  a  tall,  festive  affair  done  in  basic  yellow  ground,  but 
heavily  stitched,  stippled,  sanded,  and  washed  in  a  brilliant  red/magenta/ 
wine.  One  will  not  miss  it  on  the  show  bench  or  in  the  garden.  The  branching 
and  height  in  this  color  pattern  of  plicata  is  commendable.  CODICIL  (’85), 
which  made  its  debut  at  the  Indy  Convention  last  year,  again  looked  very 
stunning  with  smooth  light  blue  flowers  accented  by  huge,  inky  blue 
beards — the  deepest  beards  in  the  class.  Unfortunately,  as  a  typical  EVE¬ 
NING  ECHO  child,  the  branches  are  close  to  the  stalk,  but  the  branch  flowers 
open  properly.  STERLING  BLUSH  (’82)  is  noteworthy  for  its  tight,  compact 
form  and  clearness  of  the  pink  saturation.  Branching  is  very  good,  on  grace¬ 
ful  stalks,  but  bud  count  is  somewhat  shy  (although  the  substance  is  so  fine 
that  the  flowers  usually  last  an  extra  day).  EMBELLISHMENT  (’86)  has  a  little 
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more  of  a  peach  influence  in  its  pink,  but  the  bud  count  and  vigor  are 
definitely  improved.  Both  varieties  are  heavily  laced,  yet  seem  to  open  prop¬ 
erly  without  twisting  or  “getting  stuck”  in  the  bud. 

SYNCOPATION  (Gatty  ’84)  is  a  fine  improvement  in  the  variegata  class,  with 
deep  gold  standards  and  falls  that  are  blended  violet  and  red  with  a  taffeta 
sheen  that  produces  a  “changeable  silk”  effect  that  has  become  somewhat 
rare  in  modern  irises.  The  major  improvement  is  that  SYNCOPATION’s  stalks 
are  tall,  with  three  well-spaced  candelabra  branches. 

The  richness  and  newness  of  color  in  MULLED  WINE  (Keppel  ’82)  again 
attracted  much  attention.  The  number  of  branches  and  bud  count  are  low, 
and  the  vigor  is  somewhat  suspect,  but  one  cannot  fault  the  form  and 
richness  of  color.  Fortunately,  it  is  already  proving  to  be  an  important  parent, 
as  was  evidenced  by  the  new  release  across  town,  EVER  AFTER  (Keppel  ’86), 
which  has  all  the  buds  and  vigor  that  its  parent  lacks. 

GOLDEN  DYNASTY  (Bob  Brown  ’84)  is  a  brilliant  smooth  gold  with  an 
absolute  absence  of  the  white  that  so  often  plagues  this  color  class  due  to 
blood  line  or  sunbleaching.  The  swirled  standards  were  almost  conical,  and 
the  wide  falls  were  horizontal,  nearly  touching  at  the  haft.  Perhaps  the  dif¬ 
ferent  lineage  will  continue  to  produce  smoother,  more  brilliant  golds  than 
currently  available. 

Another  pleasant  surprise,  and  a  major  advancement  in  breeding,  was 
FIEAVEN’S  SHORE  (Gaddie  ’86),  seen  at  Melrose  under  Seedling  #  8-1 .  This 
child  of  CHARISMA  retained  its  parent’s  excellent  plant  habits  and  branching, 
but  is  much  bluer  and  more  smoothly,  heavily  laced. 

Steve  Stevens’  reds  again  stopped  the  crowd  dead  in  their  tracks.  This  year, 
in  spite  of  a  fine  showing  by  CLEARFIRE  (’81)  and  RED  REWARD  (’83),  his 
new  HEAT  PUMP  wins  the  prize  for  overall  quality.  It  is  even  better  branched 
than  CLEARFIRE,  and  has  a  broader,  more  refined  flower.  Even  in  California 
soil,  the  color  of  the  red  was  intense,  and  the  finish  looked  as  though  the  flower 
had  the  gloss  of  a  model’s  high-fashion  nail  polish.  A  few  feet  away,  and 
creating  as  much  of  a  stir  in  its  own  way,  was  ZINGER  (Stevens  ’86),  a  subtle 
but  exciting  blending  of  violets  and  tans  with  heavy  ruffling,  moderate  lace, 
and  a  blocky  form.  It  reminded  me  of  an  improved,  more  subtle  BACCARAT 
(Gaulter  ’67),  which  was  always  one  of  my  favorites. 

Melba  Hamblen’s  ROSECRAFT  (’86)  was  impressive  as  a  rather  muted 
version  of  her  brilliant,  very  fine  EXTRAVAGANT  (’83).  Wide,  laced  blossoms 
were  well  presented  on  shorter,  thick  stalks  with  two  to  three  well-spaced 
branches. 

Ah,  Manley  Osborne,  look  what  you  and  your  SKY  HOOKS  (’80)  have  done 
to  the  iris  world!  Even  the  “snobs”  are  paying  attention  now  to  the  “Space 
Age”  hybrids.  The  best  of  many  nice  ones  viewed  were  from  Monty  Byers,  a 
new  hybridizer  from  Northern  California.  His  first  introduction,  BLOWTORCH 
(’86)  could  be  described  as  an  improved,  lighter  version  of  SKY  HOOKS. 
SILVER  SPOONS  (’87?),  so  very  well  named,  is  the  finest,  a  smooth  light  blue 
with  wide  form  expected  of  an  ’80’s  introduction,  and  huge,  wild,  well-shaped, 
consistent  flounces  in  exactly  the  same  color  as  the  flower.  If  Moonshine 
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Monty  continues  to  use  the  same  highly  critical  selection  standards  that 
Manley  Osborne  has  practiced,  I  predict  the  advancement  in  this  area  of 
hybridizing  will  skyrocket.  Byers’  C91  -7  was  one  of  the  finer  numbered  seed¬ 
lings  seen  at  Melrose — an  improved  GRAND  WALTZ  type,  slightly  deeper, 
with  incredible  form,  branching,  and  bud  count.  Note  that  this  seedling  was 
“non-adorned.” 

WARRIOR  KING  (Schreiner  ’85)  was  almost  through  blooming,  but  still 
showed  the  potential  for  being  the  finest  of  many  wonderful  Schreiner  reds. 
We  in  Oklahoma  are  grateful  that  it  blooms  earlier,  for  many  of  the  reds  and 
blacks  tend  to  “blast”  in  the  bud  as  the  hot  weather  begins  to  move  in  towards 
the  end  of  our  bloom  season.  WARRIOR  KING’S  branching,  bud  count,  and 
vigor  are  notably  improved,  and  the  finish  of  the  flower  is  more  of  a  refined, 
velvet  approach  rather  than  the  bright,  sassy  gloss  of  the  Stevens’  reds.  Last 
but  not  least  in  the  tail  bearded  review  is  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  (Schreiner 
’86),  winner  of  the  Cook  Cup.  Towering  above  the  rest  (literally),  this  probable 
child  of  the  finally  famous  TITAN’S  GLORY  (Schreiner  ’81)  has  ail  the  out¬ 
standing  qualities,  with  more  intense,  deeper  color  saturation  and  even 
better,  more  highly  refined  form.  The  mammoth  stalks,  perfect  branching,  and 
outstanding  plant  habits  will  make  even  the  English  growers  take  note,  as  it  is 
a  true  garden  iris  in  addition  to  a  show  contender. 
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The  Siberians  were  slightly  past  peak,  but  still  putting  on  a  good  show.  Most 
worthy  was  CREME  CHANTILLY  (McEwen  ’81 ),  the  broadest  cream  self  with 
warm  yellow  signals.  Strong  stalks  displayed  two  to  three  branches.  It  was  so 
large  and  the  substance  so  thick  that  I  mistook  it  for  a  tetraploid. 


Currier  McEwen  Checks  the  Siberians 
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It  was  still  a  little  early  for  spuria  peak,  but  a  couple  were  in  full  bloom  and 
stunning  with  the  entire  row  having  their  fresh  terminal  blossoms  open. 
CUSTOM  DESIGN  (Hager  ’81)  had  incredible  contrast  in  deep  maroon- 
brown  with  huge  bright  clear  yellow  signals.  HEADWAY  (Hager  ’86)  does  have 
the  largest  flowers  in  this  difficult  color  class — an  absolutely  pure  gold  with  no 
signal  at  all.  The  gold  is  so  rich  that  it  is  approaching  orange  in  intensity  of 
color. 

The  louisianas  were  at  peak  bloom  and  putting  on  quite  a  show.  In  spite  of 
the  ugly  foliage  throughout  California  (no  offense,  growers,  but  you  should 
just  see  the  lush  green  foliage  in  this  part  of  the  country),  I’m  sure  there  were 
many  converts  of  those  growers  who  haven’t  discovered  the  joys  of  “swamp 
irises”  yet.  The  advancements  in  the  class  of  hardly  more  than  a  handful  of 
dedicated  hybridizers  has  been  remarkable.  The  finest  was  from  the  newest 
hybridizer,  Valera  Chenoweth,  of  Southern  California.  Seedling  #EB-1 ,  a  child 
of  a  CLARA  GOULA  seedling  crossed  with  EOLIAN,  captured  the  width  and 
ruffling  of  CLARA  GOULA  in  the  elegant  shade  of  blue  of  EOLIAN;  a  major 
achievement.  Her  Seedling  #PI-1 ,  a  tetraploid  seedling  of  PROFESSOR  IKE, 
was  noted  for  its  clearness  of  pink  color,  with  the  form  and  substance  we  can 
expect  from  tetraploid  louisianas.  Hopefully,  both  seedlings  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  soon. 

Melrose’s  new  red,  CAJUN  COUNTRY  (Hager  ’86),  is  a  perfectly  flat  crim¬ 
son  with  virtually  no  yellow  signal.  The  simple,  elegant  form  enhances  the 
cleanness  of  the  flower  color.  Most  noteworthy  in  this  variety  were  the  timing  of 
the  three  branches’  blooms  and  the  clean,  healthy  blue-green  foliage,  surely 
inherited  from  F.A.C.  McCULLA. 


DARK  TIDE  (Hager  ’81 )  BAJAZZO  (Dunn  ’81 ) 
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From  Down  Under  (Australia),  three  Bob  Raabe  seedlings  were  in  full 
bloom  and  will  hopefully  be  released  in  the  United  States  (by  Melrose)  in  the 
near  future.  SINFONIETTA,  in  the  tradition  of  color  of  EOLIAN,  has  tall  zigzag 
stalks  with  four-plus  branches.  Seedling  #13-82-10  was  a  clean  pink  bitone 
with  especially  good  substance.  Seedling  #B7-B2-50 7  was  a  tall  velvety 
tetraploid  in  rich  violet  with  typically  huge  yellow  signals  and  show-bench 
type  stalks. 

AMBER  RIVER  (Sloan  ’85)  was  a  slightly  different  color  of  amber-citron,  but 
not  muddy  in  appearance.  Beautiful  compact  form  with  three  branches.  From 
Beaumont,  Texas,  BULLDOG  BLUE  (Faggard  ’84)  is  a  huge,  husky,  clean 
violet-blue  with  attractive  contrasting  cream  style  arms.  For  pure  entertain¬ 
ment,  ask  BoBo  at  the  next  convention  the  story  of  how  he  came  up  with  the 
name! 

Mary  Dunn’s  lines  have  become  so  innovative  that  it  is  difficult  to  narrow  a 
review  down  to  her  best  ones,  much  less  select  a  favorite.  My  personal  favorite 
this  year  (in  California  and  in  my  own  garden  in  Oklahoma)  was  DELTA  DOVE 
(’85),  a  rounded,  flat  near  white  with  elegant  texture  veins  throughout  of  soft 
blue.  Three  branches  with  double  sockets  at  all  positions.  To  look  so  fragile,  it 
has  substance  that  rivals  any  louisiana  on  the  market.  C’EST  CFHIC  (’84)  is  a 
velvety  red-violet,  slightly  deeper  in  the  falls.  Large  flowers  open  three  flowers 
simultaneously.  A  diploid  with  the  substance  of  a  tetraploid.  MISSISSIPPI 
GAMBLER  (’85)  seemed  to  be  the  most  popular  of  that  year’s  releases.  It  is  a 
different,  difficult  color  to  describe — basically  a  golden-rust  (not  muddy  in 
appearance)  with  a  unique,  diffused,  mottled  ray  pattern  of  yellow  radiating 
and  pouring  out  over  the  falls. 

Still  under  number,  Mary’s  seedling  #L80-80-1  (to  be  named  SACHMO)  is 
the  ultimate  in  deep,  rich  blues  in  the  tradition  of  BLUE  SHIELD.  Tall,  with  three 
branches  on  a  gracefully  curved,  strong  stalk.  The  form  is  almost  cupped  in 
style,  most  complimentary  to  the  rich  smooth  self  coloration.  Of  many  fine 
Dunn  blues,  watch  for  this  one.  Perhaps  Mary’s  most  famous  introduction, 
and  rightfully  so,  is  DELTA  DAWN  (’83).  Large  and  tall,  with  strong  stalks 
carrying  impeccable  branching  and  double  sockets.  The  color  is  impossible 
to  accurately  describe  and  does  not  exist  in  the  bearded  iris  world — it  is  a 
blending  of  the  colors  mauve,  light  blue,  pink,  peach,  and  tan,  but  the 
blending  produces  a  self  color  rather  than  a  mottled  effect. 

HANDMAIDEN  (Ghio  ’82),  although  shorter,  attracts  attention  with  its  clean 
true  rose-pink  color  with  diffused  yellow  signals.  The  emphasis  is  on  smooth¬ 
ness  of  color.  But  the  louisiana  that  created  the  most  stir  from  conventioneers 
was  ELUSIVE  BUTTERFLY  (Ghio  ’84).  Perhaps  the  tallest  louisiana  on  the 
market,  the  stalks  are  strong  enough  to  sustain  four  branches,  with  two  and 
three  flowers  open  at  once,  with  double  buds  at  every  position.  Basically  a 
white  to  light  lavender,  it  is  heavily  shot  with  wild,  deep  violet  texture  veins 
throughout  the  flower,  and  then  heavily  ruffled  and  fluted  on  all  parts.  Despite 
the  description,  it  is  elegantly  stunning  rather  than  gaudy. 

To  Ben  and  Sid,  we  say  “Excelsior”.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your  world  with 
us! 
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Ben  Hager 


Sid  DuBose 


Joe  Gatty 
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Keith  Keppe! 

STOCKTON  DAY 
GARDEN  HOSTS 
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The  Keppel-Gatty  Garden 

Everette  Lineberger,  South  Carolina 


After  an  early  75  mile  ride  from  San  Jose  to  Stockton  on  a  cool  April 
morning,  we  were  greeted  at  their  garden  gate  by  our  affable  hosts,  Joe  Gatty 
and  Keith  Keppel,  and  their  little  brown  dog,  Sam.  Since  I  had  also  visited  their 
garden  five  days  earlier,  I  didn’t  rush  in  to  see  the  irises  like  most  did,  but 
stopped  along  the  way  for  a  cup  of  coffee,  some  delicious  California  walnuts 
and  almonds,  and  a  huge  doughnut.  Joe  and  Keith’s  next  door  neighbor  and 
other  Stockton  friends  were  genial  hostesses. 

Early  on,  a  visitor  to  this  garden  realizes  that  this  is  not  your  average  iris 
garden;  in  fact,  you  get  the  impression  that  these  two  gardeners  enjoy 
growing  a  little  bit  of  almost  everything  and  a  whole  lot  of  roses,  daylilies, 
cacti,  aloes  and  other  succulents.  And  what  a  diversity  of  blooms  we  saw — all 
the  way  from  the  last  flowers  on  the  camellia  ‘Kitty’  to  the  first  open  blooms  of 
the  towering  magnolia  tree.  Some  of  the  roses  were  “giants”  reaching  up  3  to 
1 0  feet  for  the  morning  sun  .  .  .  and  not  just  giants  in  height  either!  The  open 
blooms  were  some  of  the  largest  I  have  ever  seen.  The  row  of  bottle  brush 
shrubs  (callistemon),  a  native  of  Australia  which  Lesley  Blyth  said  were 
growing  better  in  California  than  in  their  native  habitat,  attracted  considerable 
attention  and  many  pictures  were  taken  of  this  unusual  red  flower  which  looks 
exactly  like  its  name. 

An  artichoke  grew  between  a  louisiana  iris  and  a  rose,  and  famous  ‘Stock- 
ton  Red’  onions  were  planted  beside  the  irises.  A  greenhouse  was  filled  with 
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cacti  and  succulents  (Keith’s  hobby)  and  he  also  grows  200  different  kinds  of 
aloes.  The  brilliant  “ice  plants”  were  shielded  from  the  morning  sun  and  their 
fluorescent  colors  were  not  shining  like  they  were  on  my  previous  afternoon 
visit.  What  a  rage  of  color!  We  saw  other  worthy  companion  plants  for  irises: 
digitalis  (why  not  plant  them  behind  your  irises?),  dianthus,  forget-me-not, 
pansies,  and  many  other  things  I  didn’t  know  by  name. 

The  irises  were  located  in  three  separate  areas,  beside  and  to  the  rear  of 
Joe  and  Keith’s  home  and  behind  neighboring  homes  which  were  all  built  on 
deep  lots.  Although  we  were  late  for  peak  bloom  because  this  spring  was 
apparently  as  unusual  in  Northern  California  as  it  was  back  home  in  the 
Southeast,  there  were  still  plenty  of  irises  for  us  to  see. 

In  the  first  garden  were  planted  newer  introductions  of  our  host  hybridizers 
and  a  few  others,  re-selected  seedlings  for  future  naming  and  introduction, 
and  further  back,  newly  lined-out  seedlings.  The  second  garden  had  a  large 
planting  of  Joe’s  daylilies,  a  special  interest  of  his,  Keith’s  cacti-succulent 
greenhouse,  several  spurias  planted  along  a  wooden  fence,  a  large  planting 
of  TBs,  and  two  “bee  crossings,”  where  the  bees  were  busy  carrying  nectar 
and  pollen  into  the  hives.  The  third,  and  largest,  garden  contained  TBs 
arranged  alphabetically,  newer  introductions  of  Joe  and  Keith,  SDBs,  IBs, 
and  BBs  and  more  seedlings.  The  bearded  irises  were  planted  in  raised, 
irrigated  rows  with  ample  room  for  walking  and  taking  pictures. 

Naturally,  you  expect  the  hybridizers’  own  irises  to  attract  the  most  attention 
since  they  have  more  stock  of  these  than  other  varieties.  CHICO  MAID,  light 
blue  with  blue  beards,  introduced  for  Walt  Luihn  by  Keith  in  1 985,  was  doing 
very  well.  Two  gorgeous  pinks,  JOYOUS  MELODY  and  IRIS  IRENE,  were 
planted  side  by  side  making  it  easy  to  compare  the  two,  but  very  difficult  to 
choose  just  one.  FARAWAY  PLACES  and  MULLED  WINE  looked  good  on 
both  visits  I  made  to  the  garden.  EVER  AFTER,  a  raspberry  with  orange 
beards,  may  not  sound  attractive  but  it  really  is.  SNOW  BROOK,  a  blue  plicata 
scheduled  for  introduction  in  1987,  and  Keppel  seedling  80-45-E,  a  wisteria 
blue  with  red  beards,  are  two  irises  I  look  forward  to  growing.  I  was  also 
particularly  impressed  with  Gatty’s  N26-1 ,  gold  standards,  maroon  falls,  and 
several  more  good  pinks  he  is  perfecting. 

Other  varieties,  by  various  hybridizers,  which  I  especially  appreciated 
were:  SYNCOPATION,  HOT  LINE,  CRYSTAL  CATHEDRAL,  EVENING  GOWN, 
SOPHISTICATION,  ROYAL  VIKING,  TOMORROW’S  CHILD,  MUCHAS  GRA¬ 
CIAS  and  RAIN  FLURRY. 

The  Keppel-Gatty  garden  is  located  on  Lillian  Avenue,  Stockton,  just  about 
a  block  from  where  Keith  grew  up.  He  has  a  degree  in  ornamental  horticulture, 
and  it  shows!  Joe  was  originally  from  New  Jersey  and  is  a  past  Regional  Vice 
President  of  Region  1 9.  It’s  interesting  to  see  how  these  two  hard  workers  have 
combined  forces  to  make  their  garden  a  place  where  the  visitor  has  an 
unforgettable  experience.  And  it’s  good  to  know  that  a  friendly  greeting  and 
warm  welcome  always  await  visitors — even  those  who  drop  in,  unannounced, 
before  the  convention  tour. 
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Bay  View  Gardens 

Jean  Morris,  Missouri 

Visiting  the  garden  of  Joe  Ghio  in  Santa  Cruz  was  a  total  delight,  right  from 
the  Police  Department  “No  Parking”  signs,  which  really  meant  “reserved 
parking  for  AIS  Buses,”  to  Joe’s  smiling  face  and  goodbye  wave  as  our  bus 
departed.  Political  clout  must  be  a  convenience  for  this  former  Mayor  of  Santa 
Cruz. 

At  the  front  gate,  after  we  were  able  to  stop  gawking  at  the  roses,  we  began 
gawking  at  the  beautiful  clumps  of  JUST  MARRIED  (Ghio  ’84),  lacy  rose, 
BUBBLING  OVER  (Ghio  ’82),  ruffled  lavender  blue,  and  FEMINIST  (Gartman 
’83),  nice  pink.  All  of  these  beauties  went  by  in  a  blur  as  Joe  was  yelling,  “Go  to 
the  back  of  the  garden,”  as  in  “Go  to  the  back  of  the  bus.”  The  garden  paths 
were  about  aisle-width,  too,  and  passing  another  person  on  the  path  was  like 
walking  a  balance  beam.  Nevertheless,  we  considered  it  a  challenge  and  a 
part  of  the  California  adventure.  Nobody  could  take  their  eyes  off  the  irises 
long  enough  to  see  to  walk,  anyway. 

First  we  checked  out  bunches  of  Joe’s  seedlings  from  a  cross  involving 
GIGOLO  generations  back.  ROMANTIC  MOOD  (Ghio  ’88),  seedling 
#82-1 35CH,  is  a  large,  waxy,  broad  petaled  light  pink  self  that  catches  the 
eye.  MARRIAGE  VOWS  (Ghio  ’87),  #82-137-W2,  is  a  lacy,  pretty  QUEEN  OF 
HEARTS  type  with  some  lavender  infusion  in  the  falls  when  it  first  opens.  A 
favorite  was  CHUCKLES  (Ghio  ’87),  with  peachy  standards  and  red  violet 
markings  on  peachy  falls.  This  one  is  really  neat  and  “fades  pretty”  in  addi¬ 
tion.  The  lacy,  grape  violet  NEWLYWED,  #82-137-L3,  looked  good  with  its 
nice  tangerine  beards.  But  the  one  that  was  most  fascinating  was  #82-1 72- 
H3.  It  almost  defied  description;  but  when  this  situation  comes  up,  all  you 
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need  do  is  call  on  fellow  irisarians  for  help  and  you  have  an  instant  committee 
to  assist  you.  I  was  searching  for  a  word  other  than  “rosy”  when  Lynda  Miller 
called  out  “toasted  watermelon”  and  R.  D.  Koenitzer  added,  “Yeah,  with 
Persian  berry  shoulders.”  To  that  I  added  apricot  orange  beards  and  a  nice 
stalk,  so  there  you  have  it,  folks. 

I  also  liked  #83-51-1,  a  gorgeous  yellow,  but  it  needs  more  buds;  and 
#80-165-G5,  a  bright  blue  with  a  luminata  effect  around  white  beards,  was 
really  nice,  but  growing  a  little  short. 

SOONER  SERENADE  (Shaver  ’84)  was  absolutely  gorgeous  and  was 
putting  on  a  show.  It  is  a  big  plum-toned  thing  with  darker  falls  edged  light  and 
old  gold  beards.  I  love  it! 

Winding  my  way  through  a  few  camera  bags  and  big  purses,  I  managed  to 
photograph  Joe’s  pacific  coast  native  seedling  #82-65-ZX,  butterscotch 
standards  over  veined  red  falls  edged  butterscotch,  all  the  while  wishing  it 
would  grow  in  St.  Louis. 

Across  the  garden  we  could  hear  comments  about  STREET  WALKER  and 
thought  it  would  be  nice  to  have  a  helicopter  available  in  order  to  hop  over  the 
crowd.  Surely  Joe  could  have  arranged  that,  too  .  .  .  On  our  way,  MO¬ 
MENTUM  (M.  Dunn  ’86)  slowed  down  ours.  It  is  a  bi-plicata,  with  pale 
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lavender  markings  on  clean  white  standards  and  violet  markings  on  clean 
white  falls.  The  beard  is  white  with  gold  tips  and  the  overall  effect  of  this  one  is 
quite  striking.  We  also  noticed  CAPTION  (Ghio  ’86),  a  ruffled,  banded  peachy 
flower  with  white  in  the  falls,  and  DIVINITY,  (Ghio  ’86),  a  luscious  white  with 
light  orange  beards. 

Finally,  we  made  it  over  to  STREETWALKER  (Meek  ’84),  appropriately 
placed  on  the  corner.  The  name  is  just  perfect  for  this  one  with  lavender 
standards  and  magenta  falls  edged  lavender.  It  has  lots  of  haft  marks  and 
bright  yellow  orange  beards  to  complete  the  picture.  Hopefully  we  can  obtain 
this  one  to  plant  in  “Bed  X”  along  with  VAMP,  BORDELLO,  CENTERFOLD, 
DEEP  THROAT  and  HORNY  LORRI  .  .  . 

Among  the  spurias,  we  liked  BORDER  TOWN  (Ghio  ’84),  a  nice  brown  with 
bright  gold  signals;  ARTS  ALIVE  (Hager  ’84),  a  pale  periwinkle  blue  with 
some  yellow  markings;  DESTINATION  (Hager  ’84),  a  very  nice  bright  yellow; 
EURASIA  (Ghio  ’84),  a  tall  plum  purple  with  lots  of  yellow;  and  ADOBE 
SUNSET  (McCown  79),  gold  with  brown  veining.  They  were  ail  growing  to 
perfection. 

The  louisianas  were  also  wonderful  and  it  was  hard  to  pick  a  favorite.  The 
very  blue  color  of  SEA  WISP  (Rowlan  ’84)  made  me  visit  it  twice.  It  is  so  blue 
and  has  tiny  yellow  signals.  ELUSIVE  BUTTERLY  (Ghio  ’84)  is  a  lovely  veined 
lavender  with  golden  signals.  BATON  ROUGE  (Dunn  ’87)  is  a  rosy  pink  with 
yellow  signals  and  is  wide  and  pretty.  JERI  (Bertinot  ’85)  is  a  nice  dark  purple. 
We  also  liked  seedling  #78-80-20.  Is  it  a  Ghio  seedling  or  is  it  Mary  Dunn’s? 
Joe  doesn’t  include  the  hybridizer  on  his  tags.  Anyway,  it  has  veined  rosy- 
mauve  standards  and  slightly  darker  falls  edged  with  yellow.  The  style  arms 
are  two-toned.  It  grew  quite  tall  here. 

We  had  only  five  minutes  to  drool  over  the  roses  and  big  bushel-basket 
sized  orchids  (some  planted  right  in  the  ground)  and  it  was  time  to  depart. 
When  asked  for  a  quote  about  his  garden,  Joe  replied,  “It’s  wonderful — 


STREETWALKER  (Meek  ’84) 
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fantastic!”  We  must  agree.  Looking  around  for  weeds,  all  we  could  find  was  a 
stray  lupine. 

Comments  back  on  the  bus  about  Joe’s  garden  included  this  one  by  bus 
captain  Mike  Howard:  “It’s  obscene!  There  oughta  be  a  law!  ”  We  took  that  as  a 
compliment,  Joe.  And  finally,  we  were  saying  that  surely  what  we  saw  must  be 
Joe’s  “selected”  seedlings,  because  we  didn’t  see  any  dogs.  An  innocent 
bystander  who  didn’t  hear  all  of  the  conversation  commented,  “Joe  has  two 
cats,  but  no  dogs.”  He’s  right. 


Commemorating  the  Birthplace  of  MYSTIQUE 
Dick  Pettijohn  Surveys  the  Spuria  Planting 
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The  Coleman  Garden 
Carol  Lankow,  Washington 

Conventions  are  overwhelming,  and  when  you  return  home  to  an  iris  season 
in  full  swing,  the  mind  quickly  becomes  a  mass  of  whirling  impressions, 
difficult  to  sort  out.  The  San  Jose  visions  are  bouncing  around  in  there,  and 
the  key  for  bringing  them  into  focus  seems  to  be  thoughts  of  strawberries  and 
sweet  cream!  The  food  everywhere  was  delightful. 

When  we  learned  that  there  was  to  be  a  San  Jose  Reunion,  we  were 
especially  pleased  that  we  would  be  visiting  the  garden  of  Sue  Coleman 
again.  We  have  pleasant  memories  of  the  beautiful  drive  up  and  the  wooded 
garden  so  different  from  San  Jose’s  suburban  gardens  or  the  Central  Valley. 
Also,  we  knew  the  higher  altitude  would  give  us  an  opportunity  to  see 
medians  and  pacific  coast  natives  when  the  TBs  were  past  peak  down  below. 

It  was  hard  to  concentrate  on  irises  when  so  many  of  the  plantings  called  for 
attention.  Under  the  pines,  rhodies  and  naturalized  PCNs  and  daffodils 
looked  perfectly  at  home.  The  dogwood,  rock  roses  and  daisies  had  their 
admirers.  We  were  all  taken  with  a  tree,  unfamiliar  to  most  of  us,  that  was 
covered  with  large  (5"  to  6"  at  a  guess)  bright  butter  yellow  flowers.  It  was  a 
fremontia,  or  flannel  tree. 

There  were  many  median  guests  in  long  rows  on  a  sunny  western  slope. 
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Most  SDBs  were  past  bloom,  but  some  that  we  saw  were  very  nice.  Of  the 
Willott  guests,  we  liked  ORIENTAL  BLUSH,  a  delicate  looking  cream  brushed 
pink;  MAGIC  CHARM,  a  bright  and  floriferous  yellow  that  looked  good  every¬ 
where  this  year;  and  AUBURN  VALLEY,  a  plicata  with  outstanding  coloring  of 
red-brown  on  bright  yellow  ground.  Very  showy. 

Sterling  Innerst  continues  his  line  of  personality  plies  with  JEEPERS  (’86).  It 
has  nice  form,  and  the  berry  red  trim  on  a  lemon  yellow  ground  is  an  attractive 
combination.  CHUBBY  CHEEKS  (Black  ’85)  was  a  surprise.  It  is  a  plicata, 
purple  on  cream,  that  is  much  more  pastel  than  the  catalogue  picture  led  me 
to  expect,  and  it  is  really  big  in  every  way.  But  the  round  form  is  terrific  and  it 
appears  to  perform  like  the  work  horse  it  resembles.  Finally  saw  STARLIGHT 
WALTZ  (Helsley  ’82)  and  the  creamy  white  flowers  are  as  pretty  as  advertised. 
LEMON  RINGS  (Aitken  ’83)  is  known  around  here  as  a  workaholic,  so  it  was 
nice  that  it  made  a  convention  appearance.  It’s  a  “blooming  fool.”  We  were 
happy  to  see  the  last  flower  on  our  PIPESTONE  (Lankow  ’85),  even  if  it  was 
behind  STRAW  HAT’s  marker.  We  like  its  soft  apricot  yellow  color. 

Among  the  IBs,  SUNSHINE  BOY  (F.  Foster  ’86)  had  to  take  a  bow  for 
performance.  Gave  up  trying  to  count  the  bloom  stalks  on  its  big  clump.  The 
creamy  white  flowers  brushed  light  yellow  weren’t  bad,  either.  Region  13  was 
well  represented.  We  like  medians!  Jayne  Ritchie’s  BEDTIME  STORY  seems 
to  like  conventions.  There  on  last  flowers,  but  pretty  in  light  violet  with  a  darker 
spot.  Jayne’s  new  VITALITY  (’85)  is  such  a  vivid  yellow  it  could  shine  on  a  dark 
night.  RIGHTEOUS  (  Boushay  ’80)  is  among  my  three  or  four  favorite  IBs,  with 
its  waxy  white  flowers  of  elegant  form.  Count  on  George  Shoop  for  color.  His 
DANCIN’  (’83)  is  a  rich  peach  pink,  and  80-1  is  orange  with  an  outrageous  red 
beard.  Doris  Greenwood’s  G82-A  was  blooming  a  nice  soft  yellow.  Forgot  to 
ask  Doris  if  it  is  IB  or  BB.  From  other  regions,  Innerst  had  a  couple  of  nice  IBs 
in  SILKENGOLD  (’81),  a  pleasing  yellow  bitone,  and  REVVED  UP  (’85),  a 


SILKENGOLD  (Innerst  ’81) 
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showy  gold  with  red-speckled  falls.  HAT  TRICK  (Black  ’84)  probably  isn’t 
everyone’s  cup  of  tea  with  its  smoky  color  of  white  standards  and  violet  falls, 
but  the  flowers  are  well  held  and  I  liked  the  plant.  Guess  everyone  knows  that 
Hager’s  bright  brown  on  yellow  plicata,  BUTTER  PECAN,  is  delicious. 

Noted  only  two  BBs.  I  like  AMY  RENEE’s  (Jorgensen  ’82)  neon  colors  of 
orange  standards,  yellow  falls,  and  bright  red  beards.  We  were  impressed  by 
BLUEBIRD  IN  FLIGHT  (Niswonger  ’88).  It  is  white  with  blue  washed  falls  and 
an  orange  beard.  Hope  it  stays  in  class,  because  it  looked  stylish.  It  was  fun 
seeing  Joe  Ghio’s  Iris  balkana  derivatives,  CHILD  STAR,  MAGICIAN,  INNER 
CIRCLE  and  ORACLE  all  blooming  nicely  together. 

Enjoyed  seeing  the  arilbred  guests.  We  don’t  see  enough  of  them  in  the 
Northwest  to  speak  with  authority,  but  we  know  what  we  like,  which  is  that  they 
look  aril  and  decidedly  different  from  other  bearded  irises.  Liked  JEWEL  OF 
OMAR  (Boswell  ’86).  The  size  pleased  me,  and  the  color — purple-based  blue 
standards  and  greenish  falls  with  maroon  around  the  conspicuous  violet 
beards — was  pretty.  The  black  beards  on  SILENT  SONG  (Flanagan  ’85) 
caught  my  eye.  They  were  on  brown  signals  on  yellow  blended  falls.  The 
standards  were  light  violet.  Neat  combination.  Jotted  down  two  of  Ben 
Hager’s.  TURKISH  TANGENT  (’84)  with  a  violet  spot  on  red.  Like  the  beige 
trim  on  the  petals.  Being  the  good  pogon  iris  person  that  I  am,  I  noted  the 
branching  and  buds  on  COOL  OASIS  (’81 ),  but  I  liked  the  bronze  beards  on 
the  light  violet  bitone  color,  too. 

It  is  kind  of  a  binge  when  we  get  to  see  pacific  coast  natives  in  California, 
and  I  get  dizzy.  There  was  a  large  planting  at  the  Coleman  garden,  and  the 
variety  of  shapes,  sizes,  and  theatrical  colors  set  my  head  spinning. 

CANYON  SNOW  was  there;  a  great  white  iris.  The  rest  were  Joe  Ghio’s.  The 
red,  lavender,  purple  group  has  outstanding  color.  BIG  WHEEL  (’82),  raspber¬ 
ry  with  near  black  spot;  purple  CALIFORNIAN  (79);  red-black  NIGHT  MES¬ 
SENGER  (’80);  magenta  MISSION  SANTA  CRUZ  (’83);  LINDA  VISTA  (’83), 
red- violet  with  a  solid  black  signal;  and  DRIVE  YOU  WILD  (’86),  red-violet  with 
a  large  gold  signal,  were  all  stunning.  BIG  MONEY  (’82)  is  a  superior  yellow. 
Everyone  liked  MAYOR  (77),  with  its  blue  spot  on  lavender,  and  ROARING 
CAMP  (’85),  which  is  gold  washed  brown.  Fine  new  colors  and  patterns  are 
appearing.  Really  liked  PO-227V,  a  ruffled  pink.  GRAND  DESIGN  is  the  first 
plicata  I’ve  seen  with  a  precise  edge.  It  is  deep  purple  on  cream.  LOMA 
PRIETA  (’81)  is  a  true  amoena  with  white  standards  and  pure  blue  falls. 
Charming.  WISH  FULFILLMENT  (’84)  tickled  us.  A  “modern”  VALLEY  BAN¬ 
NER,  it  is  white  with  contrasting  violet  styles  and  spot. 

Knowing  my  bias  toward  small  and  neat  irises,  I  figured  I  was  the  only  one 
who  would  notice  my  personal  favorite,  CAMPAIGNER  (’85).  It  has  a  tidy  plant 
and  the  multitude  of  stalks  show  off  the  round  tan-colored  flowers  that  Joe 
calls  greenish  apriot-tan  to  advantage.  I  had  friends  listing  things  to  help  me 
with  this  report.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  CAMPAIGNER  was  one  of  the  few 
to  show  up  on  all  four  lists. 

There  was  a  bed  of  tall  beardeds  in  this  lovely  garden,  too.  I  was  headed 
that  way  when  the  whistle  blew  .... 
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Julie,  Norman,  Stephanie  and  Kristine  Petermeier 


GARDEN  HOSTS 
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The  Dabel  Garden 
Jess  Quintana  and  Roy  Krug,  Colorado 


It  was  a  pleasure  to  tour  Walt  and  Barbara  Dabel’s  garden.  When  we  left  our 
winter  climate,  irises  were  just  beginning  to  send  up  bloom  stalks  and  we 
hoped  that  no  spring  freeze  would  ruin  them.  Here  at  Dabel’s,  the  vegetation 
was  luxuriant  and  we  were  rewarded  with  abundant  iris  bloom. 

We  all  had  many  questions  about  the  landscaping  as  we  drove  up  the 
winding  road  amid  terraced  hillside  homes  clinging  to  the  California  foothills. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  Dabel  garden,  we  observed  clumps  of  amaryllis, 
grapevines,  citrus  trees,  kiwi-fruit  vines,  and  an  abundant  variety  of  fruiting 
bushes  and  trees.  The  more  unusual  plants  were  labeled,  the  black  adobe 
soil  looked  rich,  and  the  garden  was  weed-free. 

The  animals  being  raised  by  the  Dabel  children  as  4-H  projects  were  a 
delight.  The  colorful  pheasants  and  cooing  doves  welcomed  us  to  this  mar¬ 
velous  hillside  garden.  The  rabbits  and  the  lamb,  as  well  as  the  ducks, 
relaxed  our  entrance  to  the  iris  planting.  Rosita  the  pig  was  a  joy  as  we  made 
our  way  to  either  the  guest  plantings  or  the  large  collection  of  older  varieties. 

The  Dabels  were  genial  hosts.  Barbara  looked  like  a  fashion  model,  but 
made  everyone  feel  at  ease  while  visiting  with  them.  Walt  was  fortified  with  a 
soda  pop  as  he  answered  our  many  questions  about  California  vegetation 
and  new  and  old  iris  favorites,  and  gave  informative  comments  about  garden¬ 
ing  on  the  slope  of  a  problematic,  but  rewarding,  California  hillside. 
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Some  of  the  guest  irises  were  impressive,  including  HAIDA  DANCER 
(Aitken  ’84),  a  large  red-purple,  well-branched,  with  tight  standards  and  extra 
buds  in  the  sockets.  His  SEAWOLF  (’85)  was  also  well-branched,  a  nice  blue 
violet.  Monty  Byers’  lemon  yellow  BLOW  TORCH  was  a  trim  flower  with  horns. 
Corlew’s  ELSIEMAE  NICHOLSON  (’86),  as  well  as  TOUJOURS  (’84),  were 
excellent  pinks.  His  SHOWMAN  (’83)  had  twelve  stalks  and  is  a  beauty  in 
white  with  orange  beards.  Jack  Durrance’s  MARY  ANN  WILDEBEEST,  WILD 
OATS,  and  YONDER  BLUE  were  in  clump  and  full  of  bloom. 

Joe  Gatty’s  seedlings  were  outstanding.  LAVISH  LACE  (’86),  light  violet, 
was  an  attention  getter.  His  DANGER  (’84)  is  a  good  medium-height  red.  Joe 
Ghio’s  82-113-12  was  a  well-branched  bright  orange.  Tom  Magee’s  SKY- 
SAILS  (’85)  was  a  good  light  violet,  with  very  wide  falls.  Ben  Hager’s  ELE¬ 
GANT  ANSWER  (’87)  was  a  clear  pink  with  good  branching  and  well-spaced 
buds.  His  FRAGRANT  LILAC  (’85)  had  super  stalks  with  at  least  three  blooms 
open  per  stalk.  Walt  Luihn’s  AUTOGRAPH  (’86)  was  a  well-branched  light 
lavender  blue. 

Keith  Keppel’s  MULLED  WINE  (’82)  was  a  clear  raspberry-burgundy,  a 
neat,  ruffled  flower.  Duane  Meek’s  BOOGIE  MAN  (’86)  was  an  oustanding 
near-  black  with  big  flowers.  George  Slade’s  SIX  PACK,  light  blue  with  exotic 
“japanese”  flat  form,  was  a  conversation  piece,  and  Manley  Osborne’s  TRICK 
OR  TREAT  (’84)  was  unique  with  large  flounces  at  the  ends  of  each  beard.  Jim 


LAVISH  LACE  (Gatty  ’86) 
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McWhirter’s  ICE  CASTLE  presented  excellent  show  stalks,  with  three  blooms 
open  per  stalk. 

We  were  advised  by  Barbara  that  the  Dabels  do  make  their  own  wine — 
Chenin  Blanc,  Zinfandel  and  Cabernet.  Had  we  discovered  their  cellar,  surely 
the  time  for  viewing  the  garden  would  have  been  shortened  considerably. 

As  we  prepared  to  leave  this  outstanding  garden,  a  cool  breeze  rushed 
down  the  hillside.  The  convention-goers  who  were  under  the  shade  of  the 
almond  trees  left  their  cool  spot  for  one  last  look  before  boarding  the  tour  bus. 
We  heard  one  person  comment  as  leaving  this  beautiful  garden,  “It  is  always 
such  a  pleasure  to  visit  a  garden  full  of  beautiful  irises  only  to  be  surprised  by 
so  much,  much  more.” 


SKYSAILS  (Magee  ’85) 
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The  Maryott  Garden 
Terry  Aitken,  Washington 

Giant  tour  buses,  like  lumbering  behemoths  from  another  age,  rolled 
awkwardly  but  gently  through  the  mature,  heavily  treed  inner-suburban  areas 
of  San  Jose.  The  herd  of  buses  came  to  a  halt  in  front  of  an  unassuming 
residence  which  offered  only  one  clue  for  the  iris  experience  that  was  to  follow. 
A  sign,  prominently  displayed  in  the  front  yard,  offered  the  only  direction. 
Hundreds  of  eager,  early  rising  irisarians  carefully  picked  their  way  down  the 
serpentine  brick  path  to  the  back  yard.  There,  near  an  ornate  gazebo,  they 
were  able  to  look  up  and  were  confronted  with  the  full  blazing  color  crescendo 
of  an  acre  of  irises  in  full  bloom.  Most  stopped  for  a  quick  orientation,  then 
dispersed  in  many  directions.  Off  to  the  left  was  a  small  artist’s  studio,  but 
instead  of  sculptures  against  a  white  background,  there  stood  a  fine  selection 
of  well  presented  tall  bearded  cut  stalks.  We  quickly  singled  out  as  best  a 
Maryott  seedling  (K85E)  that  resembled  a  bluer  version  of  BUBBLING  OVER. 

Outside  the  door  was  a  bountiful  breakfast  for  the  hungry  tourists — hard 
boiled  eggs,  ham  rolls,  coffee  and  sweet  rolls. 

On  to  the  main  event!  The  bright,  cool,  still  morning  air  made  for  ideal  iris 
viewing.  Ample  paths  and  well  spaced  rows  provided  easy  circulation  as  the 
hundreds  of  viewers  scattered  through  the  fields.  The  commercial  plantings 
were  arranged  alphabetically  so  that  those  with  catalogues  could  quickly 
locate  and  check  off  a  “wish  list.” 

Laughter  and  wise  cracks  were  the  norm,  with  many  oohs  and  aahs  thrown 
in.  Strangers  conversed  like  old  friends  over  the  garden  fence.  A  diverse 
selection  of  irises  looked  prime. 

ANGEL’S  VEIL  (Rowlan),  a  horned  plicata,  showed  promise  in  a  novelty  class. 
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CHAPEL  BELLS  (Meek)  was  a  big,  bright  violet  with  prominent  reddish 
beards. 

ECHO  DE  FRANCE  (Anfosso),  a  bright  yellow  amoena,  was  an  import  with 
class. 

BLUE  STACCATO  (Gibson)  was  its  usual  big,  bold,  billowy  plicata  self. 

GOLD  GALORE  (Schreiners)  was  at  its  usual  brilliant  yellow  best. 

SNOWY  WONDERLAND  (O.  Brown)  put  out  impressive  stalks  with  snowy 
white  flowers  and  big  bushy  yellow-orange  beards. 

MARSH  LIGHT  (Donnell)  was  a  rich  and  unusual  blend  of  violet  and  yellow, 
with  a  deep  flush  below  the  beard. 

MANY  HUES  (Daling)  was  its  usual  bright  and  novel  self. 


OCCULT  (Maryott  ’84) 
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MISSOURI  SUNRISE  (Niswonger)  looked  impressive  with  pink  standards, 
orange  falls,  and  bright  red  beards  to  top  it  off. 

BUBBLY  MOOD  (Ghio)  was  a  big,  bold  white,  heavily  ruffled. 

COPYRIGHT  (Roderick),  a  big,  broad  yellow,  was  doing  fine  in  the  California 
sun. 

DEEP  VENTURE  (Shoop),  a  tall,  smooth,  deep  blue  with  intense  red  beards, 
was  at  peak  bloom. 

GOLDEN  BUCKEYE  (Rawlins)  was  a  tall,  nicely  branched  yellow. 

LOVE  MAGIC  (McWhirter)  was  a  yummy,  lacy  pink  lavender  with  tangerine 
beards. 

CABARET  ROYALE  (Blyth)  attracted  attention  with  its  intense  deep  violet  falls, 
light  blue  standards,  and  bright  red  beards. 

STARFROST  PINK  (Gibson)  put  up  a  tall,  robust,  well-branched  stem  with 
laced  bright  pink  flowers. 

Prominently  displayed  at  the  front  of  the  beds  were  the  current  Maryott 

introductions.  A  quick  point  scoring  of  the  presented  varieties  singled  out 
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OKTOBERFEST  (Maryott  ’87)  as  probably  the  best  of  the  day.  It  was  a  bright 
orange.  WITCHES’  SABBATH  (’86)  was  a  deep  violet/black.  SUPERMAN  (’86) 
was  a  bright  blue  with  tangerine  beards,  with  nice  stalks. 


WITCHES’  SABBATH  (Maryott  ’86) 
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The  Petermeier  Garden 

Sigrid  Asmus  and  Greg  Hastings,  Washington 

When  we  learned  we  would  be  doing  the  writeup  for  the  Saratoga  garden  of 
Norman  and  Stephanie  Petermeier  and  their  daughters  Julie  and  Krista,  we 
asked  friends  in  other  bus  groups  who  had  been  there  before  us,  “What’s  it 
like?”  “It’s  immaculate,”  came  the  reply,  “it’s  a  gem!”  And  so  it  was.  The  lovely 
modern  home  was  beautifully  landscaped  but  showed  no  irises  in  the  front 
yard;  to  find  them,  we  took  a  pleasant  path  along  the  northern  edge  of  the 
huge  lot,  past  fragrant  pittosporum  shrubs,  fruit  trees  (apricots,  cherries, 
French  prune),  nut  trees  (almonds! — a  thrill  for  cold-country  visitors),  and 
there  were  the  iris  beds,  at  peak  bloom  and  surrounded  by  crowds  of  ad¬ 
mirers. 

There  were  no  guest  irises  here,  though  it  would  have  been  a  good  location 
for  them.  Instead  we  found  a  distinctive  collection  of  irises,  perhaps  the 
healthiest  and  best  grown  of  all  the  tour  gardens.  BLUE  LUSTER  with  its  still- 
unmatched  deep-blue-sky  intensity  was  splendid,  as  was  MADEIRA  BELLE, 
a  real  California  girl,  not  a  yellow- or  blue-white,  but  a  real  sparkling  white,  and 
only  a  little  tailoring  to  the  ruffles.  It  was  fun  to  recognize  the  older  and  newer 
varieties:  MARY  FRANCES,  SONG  OF  NORWAY,  BURGUNDY  CHERRY, 
CLOUDS  OF  GOLD,  CIRCUS  STRIPES,  LIME  FIZZ,  GOOD  KNIGHT,  PER- 
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FECT  ACCENT,  SOSTENIQUE,  CASBAH,  DANGER  and  LADY  FRIEND, 
among  the  tall  beardeds.  The  layout  of  beds  and  the  wide  paths  made  it  easy 
to  move  around,  and  the  plants  were  all  well-spaced,  well-labeled  and 
seemed  to  be  chosen  for  their  strong  performance. 

A  little  more  exploration  revealed  a  block  of  spuria  irises  showing  off  classic 
varieties  ARCHIE  OWEN,  HIGHLINE  ORIOLE,  I  LA  CRAWFORD,  RED  OAK 
and  the  pleasantly  spooky  TIGER  BLUES.  The  bed  of  louisianas  included  the 
elegant  KING  CREOLE  and  DELTA  DAWN.  Best  of  all,  the  more  we  looked,  the 
more  there  seemed  to  be,  just  around  a  corner  or  behind  a  hedge,  or  at  the 
bend  of  a  curving  path.  An  open-sided  greenhouse  was  a  showcase  for 
orchids,  growing  right  outdoors  (we  saw  them  planted  in  people’s  front  yards 
in  San  Jose!)  and  there  were  cactus,  azaleas,  roses,  carnations,  sweet  peas, 
daylilies,  strawberries  and  vegetables — an  all-year  garden  with  something 
for  every  season,  each  matched  to  its  own  corner  and  microclimate.  There 
were  even  orange  and  iemon  trees  where  we  could  get  close  enough  to  enjoy 
the  sweetness  of  the  blossoms. 

And  then,  on  the  way  to  refreshments  under  the  graceful,  spreading  lollipop 
tree,  there  were  the  nemesias!  That  row  of  tiny  plants  covered  in  Mexican  reds, 
pinks,  oranges  and  yellows  was  one  terrific  touch  of  charm  and  a  true  crowd- 
stopper. 

After  the  pressure  we  had  put  on  ourselves  to  see  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  larger  gardens,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  slow  down  here  and  just  enjoy.  The 
well-considered  variety,  the  contrast  of  open  space  with  private  corners,  and 
especially  the  open-handed  generosity  of  the  hosts  were  an  unbeatable 
combination. 
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The  Williamson  Garden 

Mary  Bruner,  Arizona 

Upon  arrival  at  the  Williamson  garden,  we  were  greeted  by  tables  holding 
cut  iris  stalks.  On  closer  inspection  it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  tables 
was  a  “guess  the  iris”  table.  Anyone  who  guessed  all  twelve  irises  correctly 
would  receive  a  1986  Pacific  Coast  Hybridizers  introduction.  Now  the  fun 
began!  It  was  like  a  swarm  of  bees  buzzing  around  a  hive.  How  fast  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  are  a  lot  of  irises  that  look  alike! 

Leaving  the  crowd  behind,  we  wandered  to  the  planting  area  behind  the 
house.  Here  the  irises  were  planted  in  long  rows.  Irises  of  note  included 
GIGOLO  (Keppel  ’84),  a  very  different  plicata  of  orange  and  raspberry,  and 
VARGA  GIRL  (Monroe  ’86),  a  very  lovely  pink.  Meanwhile,  back  out  front,  the 
crowd  was  still  milling  around  the  tables,  trying  to  guess  the  irises  .  .  . 

On  our  way  back  to  Phoenix,  we  stopped  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Hybridizers’ 
growing  fields  near  Los  Banos.  What  a  beautiful  sight  to  see:  acres  and  acres 
of  blooming  irises  nestled  in  rolling  hills  of  golden  grains  and  the  green  of 
almond  and  apricot  orchards.  The  irises  were  grown  as  a  field  crop,  and  the 
use  of  mechanized  Harm  machinery  was  obvious  for  both  cultivating  and 
fertilizing.  Growth  was  outstanding.  Rows  of  the  black  NIGHT  OWL  next  to 
several  rows  of  pink  next  to  rows  of  white  reminded  one  of  a  glorious  patch- 
work  quilt.  The  beauty  of  the  scene  was  overwhelming. 

By  the  way,  what  were  those  mystery  irises  on  the  table? 
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EDITH  WOLFORD  (Hager  ’86) 
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PRESIDENT’S  CUP 

Awarded  to  the  iris  voted  the  most  outstanding  variety  introduced  within  the 
host  region  (Region  14:  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii)  and  seen  in 
the  convention  gardens. 

98  votes  EDITH  WOLFORD  (B.  Hager  ’86) 

runnersup 

63  votes  CHICO  MAID  (W.  Luihn  ’85) 

47  votes  FRAGRANT  LILAC  (B.  Hager  ’86) 

FRANKLIN  COOK  MEMORIAL  CUP 

Awarded  to  the  iris  voted  the  most  outstanding  variety  from  outside  the  host 
region,  also  seen  in  the  convention  gardens. 

46  votes  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  (Schreiners  ’86) 

runnersup 

33  votes  COLORTART  (S.  Innerst  ’83) 

26  votes  SEA  WOLF  (T.  Aitken  ’85) 


DUSKY  CHALLENGER  (Schreiners  ’86) 
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Favorite  Guest  Irises 

There  were  326  ballots  turned  in.  Of  the  1068  varieties  eligible  as  named 
official  guest  irises,  469  received  at  least  one  vote. 

Votes  Variety 


157  EDITH  WOLFORD 

129  CHICO  MAID 

92  EVER  AFTER 

89  EDNA’S  WISH 

86  BUBBLING  OVER 

79  FRAGRANT  LILAC 

74  TOMORROW’S  CHILD 

64  IRIS  IRENE 

63  COLORTART 

58  CRYSTAL  CATHEDRAL 

56  BOOGIE  MAN 

55  SEA  WOLF 

49  MULLED  WINE 

49  SHOWMAN 

49  SPECULATOR 

45  CLASSICO 

41  AZTEC  SUN 

40  WARRIOR  KING 

38  DAZZLING  GOLD 

36  LAVISH  LACE 

35  DUSKY  CHALLENGER 

35  GLAD  RAGS 

35  SYNCOPATION 

34  MAGIC 

33  WIZARDRY 

32  BLACKOUT 

32  FRESNO  FLASH 

31  COFFEE  KLATCH 

31  TOASTMASTER 

30  BEVERLY  SILLS 

29  CODICIL 

29  SUNSHINE  BOY 

28  JUST  MARRIED 

28  PINK  SWAN 

28  SIX  PACK 

27  OLYMPIAD 

27  SON  OF  SUN 

25  SUNSHINE  SONG 


Type 

Hybridizer/  Year 

TB 

Hager  ’86 

TB 

Luihn  ’85 

TB 

Keppel  ’86 

TB 

Gibson  ’83 

TB 

Ghio  ’82 

TB 

Hager  ’86 

TB 

Blyth  ’84 

TB 

Gatty  ’85 

TB 

Innerst  ’83 

TB 

Hager-Maryott  ’84 

TB 

Meek  ’86 

TB 

Aitken  ’85 

TB 

Keppel  ’82 

TB 

Corlew  ’83 

TB 

Ghio  ’83 

TB 

Gartman  ’84 

TB 

P.  Dyer  ’82 

TB 

Schreiner  ’85 

TB 

Anderson  ’81 

TB 

Gatty  ’86 

TB 

Schreiners  ’86 

TB 

Hager  ’86 

TB 

Gatty  ’84 

TB 

Hager  ’87 

SIB 

Hollingworth  ’85 

TB 

Luihn  ’86 

TB 

Weiler  ’83 

TB 

Ghio  ’86 

TB 

Ghio  ’84 

TB 

Hager  79 

TB 

Innerst  ’85 

IB 

F.  Foster  ’86 

TB 

Ghio  ’84 

TB 

Gibson  ’84 

TB 

Slade  ’84 

TB 

Ghio  ’84 

SPU 

Wickenkamp  ’82 

TB 

Niswonger  ’85 
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BANQUET  SCENES 


President  Mullin  Presents 
Membership  Award 
to  Mary  Kearney 
and  Hybridizers’  Medals  to 
Dave  Niswonger  and 
Doris  Foster 


Edith  Wolford  and  Ben  Hager  with  President’s  Cup 
Voted  to  Iris  EDITH  WOLFORD 
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FIESTA  PHOENIX  87 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
April  14-19,  1987 

CONVENTION  HEADQUARTERS 

The  Pointe  at  Tapatio  Cliffs  Resort 
11111  North  7th  Street 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85020 
phone:  (602)  866-7500 

RATES;  Per  Suite  for  one  or  two  persons:  $82.00  plus  7.4%  tax 

For  each  additional  person:  $10.00  plus  7.4%  tax 

RESERVATIONS:  A  reservation  request  will  be  included  in  the  registration 

packet:  or,  you  may  contact  THE  POINTE  personally.  If  you 
phone,  specify  both  the  AIS  Convention  and  the  specific 
POINTE,  since  the  several  POINTES  in  the  Phoenix  area 
have  a  central  reservations  desk.  THE  POINTE  will  hold  a 
block  of  reservations  for  AIS  Members  between  April  12 
and  21.  Reservation  requests  should  be  made  before 
March  1 5, 1 987;  a  deposit  covering  the  first  night’s  charge 
will  be  required. 

INCLUDED:  The  breakfast  Buffet  (a  full  meal,  with  an  extensive  menu,  not  just 
a  Continental  breakfast.)  Cocktails,  4:30  daily.  Parking.  Swim¬ 
ming  Pool,  Sauna,  Tennis  Courts,  Game  Room. 

AVAILABLE  BY  FEE:  Horseback  riding.  Golf.  Hayrides.  Chuckwagon  Bar- 

beques.  Transportation  around  Phoenix. 

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION  between  THE  POINTE  AT  TAPATIO  CLIFFS 

and  Sky  Harbor  airport  can  be  arranged  with  THE  POINTE  or  with  other 
services  at  the  Airport.  Charges  should  be  less  than  $25.00  round  trip — 
less  if  a  member  of  a  group.  Check  cost  in  advance  and  perhaps  compare, 
particularly  if  considering  a  cab;  outrageous  rates  periodically  recur.  Spec¬ 
ify  the  correct  POINTE. 

AND — something  special  just  for  members  of  the  American  Iris  Society:  In 
1985  THE  POINTE  cut  a  series  of  terraces  into  the  hillside  above  the  Pool 
and  below  the  Golf  Clubhouse.  In  preparation  for  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87,  the 
Sun  Country  Iris  Society  planted  the  terraces  with  a  large  number  of  guest 
irises  so  that  AIS  members  can  inspect  these  particular  irises  in  a  leisurely 
fashion  during  the  convention! 

LOCATION:  THE  POINTE  AT  TAPATIO  CLIFFS  (two  other  POINTE  Resorts  are 
located  in  other  sections  of  the  Phoenix  area)  is  about  ten  miles  north  of 
central  Phoenix  and  fifteen  miles  from  Sky  Harbor  Airport.  While  its  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  Phoenix  North  Mountain  park  and  its  northfacing  setting  on  one 
of  Phoenix’s  several  mountains  initially  conveys  an  impression  of  isolation,  it 
is  pretty  well  surrounded  by  some  of  Phoenix’s  northern  suburbs  and  is 
close  to  several  shopping  areas.  From  Interstate  1 7,  go  three  miles  east  on 
Thunderbird  Road,  then  Vz  mile  south  on  7th  Street  ( not  7th  Avenue!). 
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Airfare  Discount  To  Phoenix 

A  continuation  of  our  agreement  with  American  Air  Lines  will  allow  those 
attending  the  Phoenix  convention  to  take  advantage  of  a  35%  discount  off 
coach  fare.  Requirements  for  the  discount  are  as  follows: 

•  Purchase  tickets  up  to  14  days  prior  to  departure.  If  a  greater  discount 
becomes  available  after  you  have  paid  for  your  ticket  and  before  you 
depart,  the  appropriate  difference  will  be  refunded.  However,  it  will  be 
your  responsibility  to  seek  the  refund. 

•  The  35%  discount  fare  is  valid  for  round  trip  travel  to  Phoenix,  April  11-21. 
It  is  available  ONLY  through  American’s  Marketing  Services  Desk.  When 
making  reservations,  either  through  American  or  your  travel  agent,  you 
must  call  the  TOLL  FREE  number,  1-800-433-1790,  during  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  You  will  be  required  to  give  our  STAR  File  Number, 
S-5300.  There  will  be  no  discounts  for  children,  and  stopovers  are  not 
allowed. 

Note:  You  may  find  a  Super  Saver  Fare  that  is  cheaper,  so  be  sure  to  check 
the  requirements  against  the  35%  discount.  You  may  come  out  ahead  with  the 
35%  discount,  as  most  Super  Saver  Fares  require  that  you  fly  certain  days  of 
the  week  and  stay  a  minimum  of  seven  days,  which  could  result  in  added 
costs  for  meals  and  lodging. 
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FIESTA 

PHOENIX 

’87 


The  1 987  annual  Convention  of  the  American  Iris  Society,  Fiesta  Phoenix  '87, 
will  be  held  at  The  Pointe  at  Tapatio  Cliffs  Resort  in  Phoenix  Arizona,  April 
14-19,  1987.  Our  inclusion  of  the  announcement  and  other  convention  in- 
formtion  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  because  of  the  unusually  early  conven¬ 
tion  date. 

American  Iris  Society  Region  1 5  and  Phoenix’s  Sun  Country  Iris  Society  are 
the  hosts;  Bobbie  Shepard  is  Show  Chairperson. 

Present  plans  for  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87  include — 

— an  early  start  for  the  1987  Iris  Bloom  Season 

— the  peak  of  the  Phoenix  bloom  season  for  Tall  Beardeds,  Medians,  Arils 
and  Arilbreds,  Spurias  and  Louisianas 
—a  balmy  respite  for  irisarians  from  colder  or  wetter  climes;  warm,  dry, 
sunny  weather,  excellent  for  iris  photography 
— a  convention  hotel  of  outstanding  quality  in  a  strikingly  beautiful  setting 
— the  mid-spring  bloom  season  in  the  surrounding  Sonoran  Desert 
— the  good  fellowship  which  traditionally  characterizes  AIS  conventions 
— approximately  2700-3000  guest  irises  (about  half  are  seedlings)  dis¬ 
played  in  twelve  gardens 

— a  boutique  filled  with  choice  and  artistic  iris-theme  items 
— three  mornings  of  touring  the  gardens  where  guest  irises  are  planted 
— a  sightseeing  trip  to  Rawhide;  a  re-created  village  of  Arizona  Territory 
vintage  with  shops,  craftsmen,  stagecoach  rides  into  the  desert, 
general  store,  museum  (Tom  Mix’s  boots  and  Belle  Starr’s  buffalo  horn 
settee  and  table!)  and  a  cookout 
— Easter  Sunrise  service,  if  desired 
— many  interesting  things  to  see  and  do  in  Phoenix 
— Meetings:  Board  of  Directors,  Regional  Vice-Presidents,  Section  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  Membership  Committee,  Youth 
— special  meetings  of  the  Sections,  scheduled  to  prevent  overlapping 
— Annual  Banquet  on  Saturday  evening  with  all  the  Special  Awards 
— Our  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87  reception  at  The  Pointe.  A  Fiesta  de  Mexico  in 
surroundings  gaily  decorated  with  a  south  of  the  border  ambiance.  We 
will  have  a  Mexican  Fiesta  Buffet  while  enjoying  the  strolling  Mariachi 
band  or  watching  the  Ballet  Folklorico  Santa  Maria! 
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REGISTRATION  INFORMATION 

Registrar:  Vicki  Day,  5244  W.  Sunnyside  Drive,  Glendale,  Arizona  85304. 
(It’s  hard  to  reach  her  by  phone,  but  she  will  answer  your  letters  or,  if  you 
prefer,  call  to  discuss  questions.) 

Registration  Fee: 

$142.00  if  received  before  February  15th 

$162.00  if  received  between  February  16th  and  March  15th 

$182.00  if  received  after  March  15th 

$100.00  for  youth  registration  (under  age  18) 

Partial  registration  available  only  to  those  paying  in  advance. 

Contract  Registrar  for  information. 

Fee  Includes:  The  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87  reception,  entertainment  and  buffet;  the 
Annual  AIS  Banquet;  three  lunches;  transportation  for  three  mornings  of 
garden  tours;  the  facilities  for  various  meetings;  the  sightseeing  trip  to 
Rawhide;  four  hours  of  judges’  training;  Robin  reception. 

Payment:  Make  checks  payable  to — “AIS  1987  Convention”  and  mail  to 
Convention  Registrar. 

For  Further  Information:  The  Registrar;  or  the  convention  chair — Bobbie 
Shepard,  3342  W.  Orangewood,  Phoenix,  AZ  85051 — phone,  (602) 
841-1231. 


at  Convention  Headquarters 
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Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87 

American  Iris  Society  Region  1 5,  the  sponsoring  region,  and  Phoenix’s  Sun 
Country  Iris  Society,  the  host  society,  are  honored  to  invite  irisarians  every¬ 
where  to  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87,  the  1 987  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Iris 
Society. 

Phoenix’s  southerly  latitude  and  desert  climate  combine  to  permit  an  early 
convention  (April  14-19)  in  a  season  characterized  by  sunshine  (89%  of 
Phoenix’s  daylight  hours  are  sunny  in  April!),  balmy  days  (April  averages  of 
84°  highs  and  52°  lows),  and  only  a  remote  chance  of  rainfall. 

Several  thousand  guest  irises  have  been  growing  from  one  to  three  sea¬ 
sons  in  our  twelve  tour  gardens,  where,  given  a  typical  April,  they  should  be  at 
peak  bloom.  To  their  color  can  be  added  the  many  tropical  and  semi-tropical 
plants  used  in  Phoenix  landscaping  and  the  spring  bloom  of  the  surrounding 
Sonoran  Desert.  Many  of  these  features  will  be  apparent  at  the  outstanding 
hotel,  The  Pointe  at  Tapatio  Cliffs,  our  headquarters  for  the  convention. 

Since  you  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  for  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87,  we  want 
to  add  to  your  cool-season  reading  by  telling  something  about  our  state  and 
region,  as  well  as  about  the  convention  and  hotel.  Hopefully,  many  of  you  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  tour  some  of  Arizona’s  other  attractions  before  or  after 
the  convention. 

Arizona  is  a  large  state,  the  sixth  largest  in  size.  It  is  sparsely  populated  on 
a  persons-per-square-mile  basis,  but  we  have  about  a  million  persons  in  the 
Greater  Phoenix  area  and  three  of  our  cities  (Mesa,  Phoenix,  Tucson)  are 
among  the  ten  most  rapidly  growing  cities  in  the  country.  Like  many  of  the 
western  states,  much  of  the  “empty”  space  is  under  federal  jurisdiction, 
mostly  U.S.  Forest  Service  or  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  More  peculiar  to 
Arizona  are  the  numerous — about  twenty-five — Indian  reservations,  also  fed¬ 
eral  land,  which  vary  in  size  from  a  hundred  or  so  acres  to  several  the  size  of 
small  states.  And,  the  state  has  a  large  number  of  National  Parks,  Monu¬ 
ments,  Recreation  Areas  and  Historical  Sites.  Several  of  our  fifteen  counties 
are  huge,  too,  and  when  the  available  private  land  is  less  than  5%  of  a  county, 
one  sees  quite  high  raw  land  prices. 

Quite  properly,  the  first  picture  of  Arizona  that  comes  to  one’s  mind  is  the 
stunning  vista  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  as  seen  in  painting,  photograph,  trav¬ 
elogue  or  post  card.  Despite  seeing  such  views  for  years,  most  visitors  have  a 
profound  emotional  reaction  when  first  they  see  the  Canyon  themselves.  If  you 
have  not  had  that  experience,  perhaps  you  can  arrange  the  Grand  Canyon  in 
your  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87  itinerary;  the  canyon  is  200  miles  north. 

The  second  picture  to  come  to  mind  is  probably  a  scene  from  a  movie 
directed  by  John  Ford,  such  as  ‘Stagecoach’,  shot  from  a  Monument  Valley 
location.  That  part  of  the  Four  Corners  area  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  is  as 
picturesque  as  ever.  The  sandstone  monoliths,  like  the  multicolored  walls  of 
the  Grand  Canyon,  the  rainbow  hues  of  the  Painted  Desert,  the  striking  cliffs 
of  Zion  Canyon  and  the  delicately  shaded  spires  of  Bryce  Canyon,  are  all 
parts  of  the  Colorado  Plateau,  their  exposure  being  due  to  the  effects  of 
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erosion  over  a  short  (geologically  speaking)  few  million  years. 

This  section  of  Arizona — roughly  its  northern  half — is  largely  high 
(5,8008,000  feet  altitude)  plateau,  with  erosion-dissected  canyons,  mesas 
and  tablelands.  The  principal  river  drainage  is  the  Colorado,  whose  over  300 
miles  of  canyons  are  crossed  by  only  two  highway  bridges,  plus  two 
footbridges  in  the  depths  of  the  Grand  Canyon.  After  crossing  northern 
Arizona,  its  course  turns  south,  to  form  our  mutual  border  with  Nevada  and 
California. 

The  northern  plateau  tends  to  have  vegetation  characteristic  of  the  Great 
Basin  Desert.  Utah  juniper  is  the  predominant  tree  of  the  sagebrush  steppe, 
with  other  shrubs  and  grasses  depending  on  aridity  and  altitude. 

In  the  Flagstaff  area  the  traveler  gets  a  hint  of  another  type  of  vegetation  as 
the  interstate  skirts  the  world’s  largest  ponderosa  pine  forest.  Covering  old 
lava  flows  in  a  quarter  circle  about  90  miles  south  and  southeast  of  Flagstaff  is 
a  forest  with  trees  enough  to  relieve  the  homesickness  of  irisarians  from  more 
wooded  areas  of  the  country! 

A  transition  zone,  the  Mogollon  Rim,  runs  southeasterly  across  the  state  as 
one  goes  south.  This  wooded  scarp,  which  rapidly  drops  2,000  feet,  provides 
a  rugged,  wooded  area  in  the  center  of  the  state,  immortalized  by  Zane  Grey’s 
Under  the  Tonto  Rim.  But  more  familiar  to  the  reader  of  scenic  western 
magazines  is  the  picturesque  Red  Rock  Country  around  Sedona.  In  contrast 
with  the  more  distant  Grand  Canyon,  this  area  is  within  easy  day-tripping  from 
Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87,  and  loops  can  be  made  with  the  old  ghost  town  of  Jerome 
or  several  cliff  dwellings,  such  as  Montezuma’s  Castle. 

Losing  more  altitude  as  one  moves  south,  one  enters  the  principal  desert, 
the  Sonoran,  at  about  3,000  feet.  You’re  there  when  you  see  its  indicator  plant, 
the  saguaro  cactus  ( Carnegiea  gigantea),  whose  striking  May  blossom  is 
Arizona’s  state  flower.  While  ail  deserts  share  low  precipitation  by  definition, 
they  vary  greatly  in  their  types  of  vegetation.  Each  has  its  prominent  indicator 
plant,  widely  found  in  its  area  and  not  in  other  deserts.  The  Great  American 
Desert  of  the  northern  Rockies  has  a  composite,  the  giant  sagebrush,  as  its 
indicator;  and  the  Mojave  Desert  of  southeastern  California  has  a  lily,  the 
joshua  tree  yucca. 

The  southern  half  of  Arizona  has  topography  typical  of  the  basin  and  range 
provinces;  that  is,  relatively  short  mountain  ranges  trending  northwest-south- 
easterly  with  elevations  up  to  near  10,000  feet  in  the  generally  higher  south¬ 
eastern  sector  of  the  state.  The  mountains  are  separated  by  extensive, 
generally  flat  basins  with  elevations  varying  from  around  2500  feet  at  Tucson 
in  the  southeast,  to  1 1 00  feet  at  Phoenix  in  central  state,  to  1 50  feet  at  Yuma  at 
the  southwest  corner,  where  the  Colorado  River  leaves  the  United  States  on  its 
route  to  the  Gulf  of  California. 

The  basins  are  usually  identified  by  the  name  of  the  stream  which  drains  the 
area;  Phoenix,  for  example,  is  in  the  Salt  River  Valley.  While  one  can  generally 
find  the  riverbed  of  an  Arizona  stream  quite  readily,  you  should  not  waste  time 
looking  for  the  water!  You  will  find  most  of  it  flowing  in  the  irrigation  canals, 
after  having  been  diverted  by  an  upstream  dam,  with  the  remainder  rapidly 
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evaporating  or  percolating  into  the  riverbed.  Some  streams  flow  largely 
underground,  reappearing  as  a  series  of  pools  in  the  riverbed.  And,  almost  all 
streams  have  the  potential  to  become  raging  torrents  at  times,  particularly 
when  a  violent  thunderstorm  deluges  a  catchment  area,  which  may  be  miles 
away  from  the  flash-flooding  channel. 

Sometimes  even  the  Salt  River  has  to  carry  an  excess  of  water;  for  a  few 
days  or  weeks  the  commuting  pattern  of  large  sections  of  the  Phoenix  urban 
area  is  revised,  since  many  of  the  permanent  crossings  are  built  across  dry 
riverbed  and  are  periodically  inundated! 

Water,  and  its  effective  management,  is  crucial  to  the  arid  lands  of  the 
Southwest,  not  only  for  irrigated  agriculture  but  even  more  so  for  the  people 
who  live  in  our  cities — and  their  plants,  too,  for  its  is  not  unusual  for  a  plant  to 
require  several  inches  of  water  each  week  during  the  hot  summer  period  of 
rapid  growth.  Phoenix’s  total  average  rainfall  is  about  seven  inches,  so  no 
gardener  considers  rain  as  a  source  of  adequate  plant  moisture. 

Such  thirsty  plants  would  be  familiar  to  most  AIS  members — but  they  would 
not  be  plants  native  of  the  Sonoran  Desert.  By  a  wide  diversity  of  methods, 
native  plants  are  efficient  in  their  collection,  storage  and  utilization  of  water  as 
well  as  control  of  water  loss.  Newcomers  to  the  desert  are  often  impressed 
with  the  replacement  of  deep  green  foliage  with  various  shades  of  gray- 
green;  with  tiny  or  absent  leaves;  with  waxy  or  bark-like  coverings  on  stems 
and  trunks;  with  dormancy  regulated  more  by  water  supply  than  by  season  or 
temperature.  Such  characteristics  of  xerophytic  plants  are  adaptive  to  small 
or  irregular  amounts  of  water.  For  example,  the  grey  color  is  often  due  to  the 
fine  hairs  which  cover  and  shade  plant  tissues;  tiny  or  needle-shaped  leaves 
transpire  less;  even  cactus  spines  are  thought  to  shade  the  modified  stems  of 
the  plant  as  well  as  provide  protection. 

But  the  desert  is  also  known  for  plants  which  provide  a  wide  range  of 
beauty  and  color.  Our  April  meeting  should  show  you  a  good  selection  of 
wildflowers,  as  well  as  shrubs  and  trees  in  blossom.  Our  state  tree,  the  palo 
verde,  striking  with  its  bright  green  trunk  and  branches,  explodes  with  yellow 
blossoms  in  the  spring.  Where  grouped  together,  the  scene  is  like  a  spring¬ 
blossoming  fruit  orchard,  with  the  pinks  and  whites  replaced  by  brilliant 
yellow!  Not  many  northern  trees  have  blue  or  lilac  blossoms,  but  our  ironwood 
and  smoketree  do,  and  they  are  spectacular,  especially  when  surrounded  by 
a  field  of  gold  poppies  or  pink  fairy  duster.  Even  the  spiny  mesquite,  as  it  fills 
an  overgrazed  wash  or  meadow,  has  its  attractive  yellow  blossoms,  as  does 
the  creosote  bush  in  other  areas. 

Gardeners  of  the  city  area  use  the  natives  to  some  extent,  but  they  also 
draw  upon  a  much  wider  range  of  plants.  Many  exotics  are  used  for  their  form 
or  bloom.  Palms  and  many  varieties  of  eucalyptus  will  be  familiar  to  members 
who  attended  this  year’s  California  convention,  but  watch  also  for  the  hot  pink 
flash  of  bougainvillea  and  the  bright  blue  blossoms  of  the  ash-sized  jacaran- 
da  trees. 

Arizona  gardeners  are  generally  knowledgeable  about  the  needs  and 
limitations  of  their  plants,  many  of  which  are  susceptible  to  dryness  or  heat, 
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rather  than  excessive  cold  or  dampness.  And  gardeners  become  skillful  at 
creating  micro-climates,  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  choice  plants. 
Exposure  to  afternoon  sun  is  an  important  consideration;  in  the  case  of  irises, 
attention  is  paid  to  the  presence  or  lack  of  fading  in  hot  sun  when  evaluating 
new  seedlings. 

You’ll  find  a  strikingly  beautiful  setting  for  our  convention  headquarters 
when  you  see  The  Pointe  at  Tapatio  Cliffs.  Landscaped  in  terraces  on  a  desert 
hillside,  the  many  tropical  and  semi-tropical  plants,  trees  and  shrubs  line  the 
sides  of  the  roads  and  walks  between  the  terraces.  Winding  up  and  down 
between  buildings  with  a  Moorish  motif,  the  streets  are  reminiscent  of  an  old- 
world  city. 

But  before  you  return  from  this  brief  journey  through  Arizona  and  the 
Sonoran  Desert,  you  should  know  of  three  places  which  gardeners  find 
beautiful,  interesting  and  informative  about  the  Sonoran  Desert.  They  are  the 
Desert  Botanical  Garden  in  Phoenix;  the  Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum  on  U.S. 
60  between  Superior  and  Florence  Junction;  and  the  Arizona  Sonora  Mu¬ 
seum  near  Tucson. 

As  the  holidays  are  followed  in  the  northern  states  by  winter  storms  and 
arctic  breakthroughs  and  then  by  some  early  thaws,  you  can  be  certain  the 
members  of  the  Sun  Country  Iris  Society  will  be  busy  working  to  make  Fiesta 
Phoenix  ’87  a  most  pleasant  and  satisfying  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Iris  Society  for  each  of  you.  By  the  time  Iris  reticulata  and  /.  danfordiae  have 
started  the  1987  iris  season,  you,  like  those  of  us  in  Region  15  (Arizona  and 
Southern  California),  should  be  finishing  your  income  tax  work  early  so  we 
can  all  get  together  for  a  relaxing  Easter  week  convention. 

— Carroll  Elmore 
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Progressive  Attitudes  In  Judging 

Brian  Clough,  Illinois 


One  of  the  three  judges’  training  sessions  offered  at  the  San  Jose  conven¬ 
tion  this  year  was  “Progressive  Attitudes,”  conducted  by  Phil  Williams,  AIS 
Director,  Editor  of  the  AIS  Handbook  forjudges  and  Show  Officials  (hereafter 
referred  to  as  ‘Handbook’)  and  Chairman  of  its  Revision  Committee.  Phil  is  a 
handsome  young  gentleman  with  light  brown  hair  and  pleasant  features.  He 
is  a  husband,  father,  and  florist  in  his  home  town  of  Eagleville,  Tennessee. 
With  his  serious  voice,  southern  accent  and  impeccable  dress,  he  might 
remind  you  of  a  Sunday  school  teacher.  Phil  is  not  the  kind  of  instructor  who 
lays  down  immutable  rules,  though  he  may  hold  some  of  his  own,  but  likes  to 
provoke  and  stimulate  thought  and  make  you  question  your  own  principles 
about  judging. 

Phil  began  by  pointing  out,  “Care  has  been  taken  to  insure  that  the  tech¬ 
niques  of  exhibition  judging  NOT  be  employed  in  the  garden.  Extending  the 
duration  of  bloom  in  irises  is  a  major  consideration.”  (See,  Introduction  in  the 
Handbook .)  There  are  several  possible  ways  to  extend  the  duration  of  iris 
bloom:  (a)  higher  bud  count,  (b)  sequence  of  blossoms  opening  on  the  stalk, 
and  (c)  varieties  which  rebloom  and/or  produce  additional  stalks  after  the 
initial  stalks  are  spent. 

Extending  the  duration  of  bloom  is  of  international  concern.  The  major 
complaint  about  irises  is  that  they  have  a  short  bloom  season.  A  letter  from  a 
Swiss  member  had  been  read  by  President  Ron  Mullin  at  the  Welcome 
Banquet  that  expressed  concern  over  varieties  promoted  by  the  American 
Iris  Society  which  have  short  bloom  seasons  and  are  less  practical  for 
growing  in  areas  with  shorter  growing  seasons.  The  Swiss  member  indicated 
that  remontants  (rebloomers)  ought  to  be  given  greater  consideration  by  the 
American  society  because  of  the  extended  season  they  offer. 

Phil  emphasized  at  the  training  session  that  if  we  are  to  meet  such  chal¬ 
lenges,  judges  might  wish  to  re-evaluate  some  of  their  attitudes  and  prac¬ 
tices.  He  strongly  and  repeatedly  stressed  the  need  for  varieties  with 
outstanding  PERENNIAL  qualities. 

In  garden  judging,  quality  varieties  with  extended  duration  of  bloom  should 
be  considered  as  being  as  worthy  as  those  irises  which  open  multiple  flowers 
per  stalks  and  bloom  out  in  less  than  two  weeks.  Consider,  if  there  were  (a) 
seven  buds  per  stalk,  (b)  one  blossom  to  open  at  a  time  (each  lasting  for  three 
days),  then  a  gardener  could  expect  that  variety  to  remain  in  bloom  for  at  least 
21  days.  If  we  cast  votes  for  varieties  that  bloom  for  at  least  21  days,  then  we 
encourage  the  cultivation  of  varieties  that  extend  the  bloom  season.  (Of 
course,  all  other  qualities  of  the  iris  variety  must  be  superior!) 

Phil  asked,  “What  is  the  purpose  of  an  iris  show?”  He  suggested  that  it  is  not 
to  win  trophies,  cause  arguments,  create  over-zealous  competition  or  cause 
members  to  drop  out  of  the  organization.  Rather,  the  purpose  of  an  iris 
exhibition  is  to  expose  irises  to  the  public  and,  hopefully,  to  educate  and 
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entertain  them  in  the  process.  Throughout  the  Handbook,  cultural  perfection 
is  assigned  75%  of  the  possible  points  and  grooming  is  assigned  the  remain¬ 
ing  25%.  Only  well-groomed  specimens  that  are  excellently  grown  should 
receive  awards.  Judges  who  are  unfamiliar  with  what  is  typical  of  a  particular 
variety  (how  it  looks  in  the  garden  when  well  grown)  are  not  qualified  to 
evaluate  specimens  adequately.  Some  judges  tend  to  over-exercise  their 
talents  in  detecting  dust,  dirt  and  smudges.  The  public  WILL  take  note  of  how 
good  an  iris  grower  the  exhibitor  is!  Judges  must  evaluate  show  specimens 
according  to  assignment  of  points  in  the  Handbook  to  determine  if  a  variety  is 
TYPICAL  of  its  performance,  or  if  it  is  below  par  or  exceeding  its  normal 
performance. 

Much  attention  was  devoted  to  the  widespread  preference  among  judges 
for  multiple  open  blooms  per  stalk,  often  referred  to  as  a  “show  stalk.”  The 
Handbook  does  not  provide  that  a  specimen  with  three  open  blossoms 
should  be  considered  more  worthy  than  a  specimen  with  fewer  open  blooms. 
(Upon  questioning,  Phil  affirmed  that  the  Handbook  does  not  require  that  the 
terminal  blossom  always  be  open).  All  too  often,  perfect  specimens  with  one 
open  blossom  are  rated  as  unworthy  of  a  blue  ribbon  or  “best  specimen” 
award.  Could  this  possibly  encourage  iris  enthusiasts  to  purchase  and  grow 
primarily  those  varieties  which  show  poor  duration  of  bloom?  Should  this  be 
so?  If  the  preference  for  three  open  blossoms  on  a  stalk  extends  to  garden 
judging  and  the  awards  ballot,  it  is  adverse  to  the  encouragement  to  extend 
the  iris  bloom  season.  The  Handbook  does  NOT  indicate  such  preferences  in 
exhibition  judging;  it  does  encourage  extending  iris  bloom  time  in  the  garden. 

Consider  for  a  moment  that  a  specimen  with  three  open  blossoms  is  far 
more  likely  to  have  imperfections  than  a  stalk  with  fewer  open  flowers.  Is  it  not 
more  likely  that  one  of  the  three  blossoms  will  show  tell-tale  signs  of  aging  and 
deterioration?  Have  these  flaws  ever  been  overlooked  simply  because  the 
judge  preferred  three  open  blooms?  In  short,  should  preference  be  given  to 
specimens  with  multiple  open  blooms  when  it  may  not  only  be  atypical,  but 
genetically  virtually  impossible  for  some  excellent  garden  varieties  to  open 
multiple  blossoms  per  stalk? 

Phil  defended  hybridizers  who  supply  the  gardening  public  with  irises  that 
they  demand.  The  marketplace  will  determine,  to  a  great  extent,  what  is 
introduced.  He  further  stated  that  there  are  many  varieties  that  he  would  not 
be  without,  yet  he  will  never  vote  an  award  for  them.  He  also  suggested  that 
judges  should  buy  and  grow  varieties  that  they  are  considering  for  higher 
awards — Award  of  Merit  and  above.  He  acknowledged  that  there  were  judges 
attending  the  convention  who  had  become  iris  “tourists”  rather  than  iris 
“growers.”  A  suggestion  followed  that  perhaps  judges  should  “put  their 
money  where  their  votes  were.”  Judges  were  cautioned  to  avoid  the  practice 
of  voting  the  maximum  allowable  votes  per  category  on  the  official  ballot. 

A  lady  in  the  audience  stated  that  it  is  financially  impossible  for  her  to  buy 
every  variety  eligible  for  awards.  However,  why  should  an  accredited  judge 
spend  hundreds  of  dollars  to  attend  conventions  and  not  spend  at  least  some 
money  to  purchase  new  varieties  each  year?  it  was  also  mentioned  by 
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another  person  that  they  were  out  of  garden  space.  Phil  asked  what  you 
would  think  of  judges  who  never  add  any  varieties  to  their  gardens,  year  after 
year,  and  do  not  intend  to  grow  the  varieties  for  which  they  cast  ballots.  If  a 
judge  would  not  make  room  and  add  varieties  to  his  garden,  why  would  he 
recommend  it  to  someone  else?  This  issue  may  have  many  pros  and  cons, 
but  while  debating  the  merits  of  one  side  or  another,  judges  should  not 
excuse  themselves  from  purchasing  and  growing  as  many  varieties  eligible 
for  awards  as  possible. 

Overall,  Phil’s  training  session  was  not  intended  to  institute  any  new  rules 
forjudging,  but  to  question  the  customary  practices  based  on  the  Handbook 
rules.  Perhaps  judges  develop  attitudes  that  arise  from  tradition.  You  might 
say  that  Phil  played  the  role  of  devil’s  advocate.  He  did  not  assume  that  the 
ideas  discussed  would  be  implemented  overnight.  The  persistent  attitudes  of 
judges  may  continue  to  be  the  common  experience.  Neither  was  anyone 
present  asked  to  make  changes  in  their  attitudes  or  practices. 

It  could  be  a  long  time  before  irises  with  extended  duration  of  bloom  be 
preferred  over  those  that  present  a  spectacular  display  of  color  for  only  a  few 
days.  It  could  be  a  long  time  before  specimens  at  an  iris  show  be  less  severely 
penalized  for  minor  grooming  infractions  when  they  are  excellently  grown.  It 
could  be  a  long  time  before  show  specimens  with  fewer  open  blooms  win 
more  top  show  awards.  It  could  be  a  long  time  before  judges  cease  to  vote 
awards  for  irises  they  do  not  intend  to  purchase  and  grow  themselves. 

Attitudes  are  very  difficult  to  change  and  equally  difficult  to  separate  from 
the  actual  Handbook  regulations,  especially  when  such  attitudes  are  passed 
on  without  considering  the  basis  upon  which  they  are  founded. 

Both  iris  show  exhibitors  and  hybridizers  will  be  disappointed  in  trying  to 
swim  against  any  prejudices  that  might  exist.  In  our  organization  today,  both 
are  likely  to  receive  fewer  awards.  In  the  long  run,  irises  will  continue  to  suffer 
or  benefit  from  attitudes  of  judges.  Only  in  the  willingness  of  judges  to  re¬ 
evaluate  their  attitudes  and  discuss  the  logic  behind  their  practices  will  such 
trends  be  changed.  Neither  Phil’s  two-hour  session  nor  this  article  about  it  will 
solve  all  the  problems,  arrive  at  better  solutions,  or  perpetuate  better  at¬ 
titudes.  Only  time,  continued  study  of  the  Handbook,  and  an  honest  discus¬ 
sion  will  result  in  “progressive  attitudes.” 
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COMPUTERS  IN  IRISDOM 


How  to  Enjoy  Your  Irises  Year-Round 
with  a  Personal  Computer 

Stephen  Wells,  California 


I  began  in  the  Fall  of  1983,  totally  at  ground  zero  on  the  learning  curve  of 
personal  computers.  Most  of  what  I  have  learned  has  been  self-taught,  and 
much  was  learned  through  making  every  dumb  error  possible.  In  other  words, 
don’t  take  this  as  Expert  Knowledge;  rather,  it  is  the  fun-filled  exploration  of 
irises  with  a  gardener  and  byte-buff. 

Recently  personal  computers  have  become  much  more  sophisticated  and 
at  the  same  time  prices  have  been  cut.  Computers  costing  as  little  as  $99.00 
can  be  used  to  track  irises  or  any  other  garden  plants  you  collect.  More 
elaborate  systems  might  include  a  printer-labeler,  a  modem  to  communicate 
over  the  telephone  lines,  large  capacity  storage  devices,  or  other  pe¬ 
ripherals.  While  it  might  be  argued  that  the  total  cost  of  a  complete  system 
($1000  to  $2500)  far  exceeds  the  iris  budget  in  most  households,  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  personal  computer  into  the  business  world  and  into  the  home  as 
a  basic  utility  device  cannot  be  denied. 

How,  then,  can  computers  provide  year-round  iris  fun?  Simply  by  establish¬ 
ing  a  data  base  management  system.  This  may  sound  intimidating,  but  it 
really  means  little  more  than  “electric  file  cards.”  Unlike  file  cards,  it  offers 
high  speed  data  manipulation  possibilities.  Most  Data  Base  Systems  (DBSs) 
sold  today — e.g.  PSF:FILE,  FRIDAY! ,  PERFECTIFILER — are  of  the  simple  “file 
manager”  type.  A  newer,  more  complicated  data-base  is  the  “relational”  type, 
like  dBIII  or  R:base  500.  These  are  able  to  look  at  more  than  one  file  simul¬ 
taneously. 

Each  Data  Base  System  will  require  the  user  to  set  up  an  individual  file 
structure  for  each  category  of  items  to  be  tracked.  These  consist  of  “fields”, 
which  are  predetermined  spaces  in  memory.  Personal  computers  read  in 
“bits”,  which  are  nothing  more  than  “0”s  and  “1”s,  and  a  string  of  eight  bits 
equal  a  “byte”,  or  one  single  character  such  a  “A”  or  “B”.  Setting  up  requires 
that  you  first  list  on  paper  all  the  data  you  wish  to  track,  as  well  as  how  many 
characters  you  will  allow  and  the  nature  of  the  data  (numbers,  yes/no,  alpha¬ 
bet  etc.).  Here  are  the  data  fields  that  I  use  for  bearded  irises;  along  with  the 
number  of  characters  allotted: 


Name  -  24 
Color  -  12 

Year  (of  Introduction)  -  4 
Originator  -  10 
Region  (of  Origination)  -  2 
Parents  -  32 
Parents2  -  32 
Source  -  8 


Cost  -  5 
Location  -  5 
Notes  -  32 
Notes  2  -  32 
Awards  -  5 
Performance  -  1 
Price  -  5 
Iris  Number  -  5 
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Not  ail  Data  Base  Systems  will  allow  you  to  change  your  field  length  or 
name  after  the  fact,  so  careful  preparations  are  needed  to  insure  that  the 
“reports”  generated  will  fit  properly  on  an  80-character-wide  piece  of  paper. 
Not  all  data  will  necessarily  need  to  be  printed  at  one  time,  however.  Let’s  look 
at  some  report  formats: 


TALL  BEARDED  IRIS  PLANTING  LIST 


NAME 

COLOR 

YEAR 

ORIGIN 

RE  AWARDS 

G  NUM 

PLACE 

ACCLAMATION 

YELLOW 

1980 

CORLEW 

14  AM-84 

3  82001 

A-1.5 

ACTS  OF  LOVE 

CRAN-RASP 

1980 

GHIO 

14  HM-82 

2  82002 

A-2.5 

ACTRESS 

WISTERIA-VIO 

1976 

KEPPEL 

14  AM-80 

4  81003 

A-3.5 

ADDED  PRAISE 

BLUE 

1976 

BOUSHAY 

13  AM-81 

3  81004 

A-5.5 

TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

ALL  INFORMATION 

ACCLAMATION 

1980  CORLEW 

14 

HM-82 

0.00  WOODS* 

A-1.5  3 

$2.50 

YELLOW 

PROCLAMATION  X  CREAM  TAFFETA 

82001  #895-50  SLOW  INCREASER  HERE,  NICE  BRIGHT  COLOR 

ACT  OF  LOVE 

1980  GHIO 

14 

HM-82 

0.00  GHIO* 

A-2.5  2 

$3.50 

CRAN-RASP 

BICENTENNIAL  SIB  X  MALAYSIA 

82002  #74-67Z  NOT  A  STRONG  GROWER  HERE 

ACTRESS 

1976  KEPPEL 

14 

AM-80 

2.50  ANNING 

A-3.5  4 

$1.50 

WISTERIA-VIO  FOND  WISH  X  69-41 C:  ((MAR.  SKIES  x  BAB.BROOK)  x  TOUCHE) 

81003  #71-1 03A  EXCELLENT  BRANCH  AND  BLOOM  THOUGH  A  LITTLE  SHORT 


ACCLAMATION  CORLEW  1980  ACT  OF  LOVE  GHI0 1980 

YELLOW  AM-84  CRAN-RASP  HM-82 

A-1.5  3  A-2.5  2 

The  first  example  is  a  one-line-per-record  report  for  planting  purposes.  This 
same  length  line  could  be  printed  on  a  plastic  strip  label  like  the  commercial 
growers  use.  The  second  report  is  the  complete  information  in  each  record. 
The  third  type  printout  will  fit  a  mailing  or  I.D.  label. 

Once  you  have  set  up  your  file  record  fields,  your  reports  and  labels,  you  are 
ready  to  input  the  necessary  data  and  the  real  fun  can  begin. 

The  registration  lists  and  hybridizers’  catalogs  are  a  good  starting  point. 
From  these  sources  I  usually  take  the  registrant’s  color  descriptions,  if  not  too 
long.  Twelve  characters  is  not  many  to  describe  the  iris  rainbow!  However,  it 
does  give  you  a  good  guide  in  the  garden  to  labeling  mishaps  and  shipping 
errors.  Some  symbols  I  find  useful  to  describe  color  are:  meaning:  * 

falls  washed  or  plicata;  #,  hafts  colored  or  striped:  -,  combo  of  two  colors  or 
bitoned;  and  /,  distinctly  different  colored  standards  and  falls.  Also  R/B  or  T/B 
stands  for  red  or  tangerine  beards.  I  always  use  the  date  of  introduction 
although  registration  dates  are  quicker  to  look  up.  I  use  a  0  for  overseas 
regions.  My  Data  Base  System  only  allows  for  32  characters  per  field,  so  I  link 
more  than  one  “Parents”  and  “Notes”  fields  together  to  allow  for  longer 
thoughts  or  stud  records.  The  source  and  cost  of  each  rhizome  may  be  of 
interest  to  some  and  not  others,  but  after  a  couple  of  years  it  becomes  difficult 
to  remember  where  you  got  something.  Entering  *  after  the  source  of  extras 
and  bonus  irises  will  remind  you  of  the  kindness  of  your  suppliers!  Location  is 
important  if  you  wish  to  keep  your  rows  “computer  mapped.”  The  best  and 
simplest  mapping  method  is  to  drive  a  pipe  stake  at  the  end  of  each  row,  then 
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slip  a  long  tape  ruler  over  the  end  and  measure  down  the  row  in  inches, 
centimeters,  or  tenths  of  feet.  These  are  converted  to  codes  such  as  A-22.5, 
meaning  Row  A,  22Vz  feet  from  the  mapping  reference  point.  This  will  allow  us 
to  print  out  a  sequential  map  of  each  row.  Performance  is  a  subjective 
category  based  on  the  academic  scale:  A,  B,  C,  D  and  F,  or  numeric  scale  4- 
0.1  always  give  new  irises  a  “C”  or  “2”  grade  until  proven  otherwise.  This  is 
very  useful  when  determining  which  irises  have  to  go  to  make  room  for  new 
varieties.  This  rating  can  also  help  you  fill  out  your  symposium  ballot.  The  Iris 
Number  actually  encompasses  the  date  of  acquisition  in  the  first  two  digits 
and  also  the  D.B.S.  “file  number”  which  allows  any  record  to  be  retrieved  in 
less  than  one  second.  One  other  number  notation  is  the  hybridizer’s  number, 
which  is  always  placed  in  the  first  spaces  of  “Notes”. 

Depending  on  the  size  of  your  collection  and  your  typing  speed,  assem¬ 
bling  all  the  data  can  be  time  consuming,  but  it’s  an  enjoyable  learning 
process.  Once  this  task  is  completed  (and  it  never  really  is,  as  updates  must 
be  carried  out),  then  the  fun  of  sorting  can  begin.  You  may  find  it  speedier  if 
one  person  researches  and  another  more  sure-fingered  typist  “keyboards” 
the  input.  My  tall  beardeds  number  700  and  exist  on  1 44,000  byte  files  stored 
on  “floppy  disks.”  I  use  the  plural  here  intentionally;  he  who  does  not  make  a 
back-up  file  now  will  surely  suffer  later! 

Soon  after  I  began  collecting  irises,  planting  schemes  of  varieties  arranged 
by  hybridizer,  chronologically,  or  some  precise  color  pattern  danced  in  my 
head.  I  soon  learned  that  putting  just  a  few  dozen  rhizomes  into  alphabetical 
order  without  a  card  file  was  a  feat. 

Enter  the  computer  and  its  heralded  ability  to  “crunch  data,”  and  with  our 
data  base  full  of  iris  facts  we  can  make  these  determinations  seem  child’s 
play.  When  we  ask  our  Data  Base  System  to  look  for  a  “variable”  (any  piece  of 
data),  it  is  called  a  search;  when  it  rearranges  data  it’s  called  a  sort.  Searching 
and  sorting  turn  data  into  lists.  Now  it  is  easy  to  find  out  just  how  many  Gaulter 
irises  I  have  and  in  what  order  they  were  hybridized.  You  may  find  it  of  interest 
that  87.5%  of  your  irises  originated  in  either  Oregon,  Washington  or  California, 
as  I  did.  These  and  more  complicated  questions  can  keep  you  “in  touch”  with 
your  irises  year  round. 

Several  other  useful  items  can  be  accomplished,  such  as  labels  for  your  iris 
sale.  Plastic  labels  are  available  for  most  dot  matrix  printers  and  the  ink  is 
waterproof.  Go  commercial  (locally,  at  least)  with  a  price  list  and  deduct  your 
computer  and  your  new  irises  from  your  taxes.  (Check  with  your  accountant 
first!)  I  have  mentioned  the  computer  map  which  can  be  kept  on  disk  until  you 
really  need  to  know,  “Just  what  was  that  iris  at  B-24. 1  ?”  A  Data  Base  System 
would  seem  a  natural  for  hybridizers,  because  we  can  search  all  the  “parents” 
fields  for  any  specific  iris  name.  Even  genealogy  software  is  available  unless 
you  prefer  to  devise  your  own  program.  Develop  a  mailing  list  for  your  local 
club  members  and  send  out  “personalized”  letters  for  meeting  announce¬ 
ments  and  dues  reminders. 

And  don’t  worry  about  time  fiddled  away  learning  computerese;  just  hope 
your  boss  notices  your  improved  computer  skills  and  promotes  you  .... 
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Congratulations! 

...  to  W.  George  Waters,  editor  of  Pacific  Horticulture,  who  received  the 
American  Horticultural  Society’s  Horticultural  Writing  Citation  at  that  society’s 
annual  meeting,  held  this  year  in  San  Francisco  during  August.  George, 
husband  of  AIS  Public  Relations  Chairman  Olive  Rice,  is  a  frequent  contrib¬ 
utor  to  the  Bulletin  in  one  form  or  another.  This  issue  contains  several  of  his 
excellent  photographs. 

.  .  .  and  to  Franklin  E.  Carr,  frequent  winner  of  international  iris  awards,  for 
his  most  recent  award  garnered  close  to  home.  This  past  June  The  Garden 
Club  of  New  Jersey  presented  him  the  Dr.  W.  T.  Somerville  Hybridization 
Award  “for  successfully  hybridizing  and  registering  many  varieties  of  Iris.” 
Frank  also  has  an  accompanying  letter  from  Doris  Cavanaugh,  that  group’s 
Awards  Chairman,  stating,  “Congratulations  on  your  successful  hybridization 
of  so  many  beautiful  irises  from  your  ‘postage  stamp’  garden.  What  a  joy  to 
have  these  plants  grown  in  famous  gardens  around  the  world.  How  proud  you 
must  be!  Equally  so,  is  The  Garden  Club  of  New  Jersey  to  claim  you  a  native  of 
our  Garden  State.” 


One  More  Affiliate 

Processed  too  late  for  inclusion  in  prior  lists  is  the  Utah  Iris  Society.  Presi¬ 
dent  is  Cathy  Hagan  Reed,  1584  Meadow  Moor  Road,  Holladay,  UT  84117. 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 

One-inch  $  30.00  Two-inch  $  40.00 

Three-inch  $  50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch  $  25.00  Two-thirds  page  $  73.00 

One-quarter  page  $  31.00  Three-fourths  page  $  82.00 

One-third  page  $  40.00  Full  page  $100.00 

One-half  page  $  56.00 

Full  page,  color  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to: 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 
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Order  your 


VISIONS 
OF  IRISES 
TO 

LIGHTEN 
THE  YEAR 

_ 


1987  IRIS 
CALENDAR 

Now! 

Send  your  check  for  $5.00,  made  to 

The  American  Iris  Society,  to: 

Ronald  Mullin 

AIS  President 

Route  3,  Box  84 

Pawnee,  OK  74058 


AIS  DISPLAY  PROMOTES  IRISES 
—ORDER  NOW— 

The  American  Iris  Society’s  new  display  screen  is  available  for  your 
community’s  garden  shows,  trade  shows  and  fairs.  It’s  your  opportunity 
to  capture  the  interest  of  those  gardeners  who  may  remember  grand¬ 
mother’s  flags,  but  who  have  yet  to  be  introduced  to  modern  irises. 

To  reach  a  mass  audience,  our  colorful  display  is  hard  to  beat.  The 
headerboard,  with  brightly  lit  logo  and  the  society’s  name,  calls  across 
a  large  convention  hall.  The  response  from  strangers  to  our  iris  world 
benefits  not  only  the  national  society  but  our  local  groups. 

The  display  should  be  manned  at  all  times,  and  plenty  of  national  and 
local  literature  should  be  available  to  the  gardeners  who  stop  to  look 
and  chat  with  us.  Warning:  Those  manning  the  board  should  remember 
to  stand  to  one  side,  rather  than  directly  in  front  of  the  display  when 
answering  questions  about  the  iris  world,  in  order  not  to  block  the  view. 

Now  in  charge  of  the  display  screen,  and  ready  to  write  you  con¬ 
cerning  security  deposits  and  shipping  costs,  is: 

Keith  Fillmore,  Route  2,  Garden  City,  KS  67846. 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 


1987 

Phoenix,  AZ 

April  14-18 

1988 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

May  3-7 

1989 

Memphis,  TN 

April  29-May  3 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  27-31 

1991 

Washington,  DC 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 
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AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual  . . 

$  9.50 

Sustaining  . 

$20.00 

Triennial  . 

.  23.75 

Research  . . 

.  47.50 

Family  . 

.  11.50 

Life  . 

190.00 

Family  Triennial  . . . . 

.  28.50 

Family  Life  . 

237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family  as  members  . . . . . 

. .  2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  not  others  of  family  as  members 

. .  3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society . . . 

....  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . 

....  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society . 

....  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises 

....  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society  . . . 
Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

....  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Native  Iris  . 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

....  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

North  America  . . . 

....  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America . 

....  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  ........ 

....  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 


IRIS  POST  CARDS  AVAILABLE 

Packets  of  twelve  different  iris  cards,  in  color,  are  now  available  for 
$2.00  a  packet,  or  3  packets  for  $5.00.  Checks  payable  to  the 
American  Iris  Society  should  be  sent  to: 

Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 


Introducing 

MAY  MADNESS — TB,  36",  M.  Beautiful  rich  yellow.  Orange  stripe 
from  bottom  of  orange  beards  to  edge  of  falls.  Ruffled  all  around. 
#85-330:  (Orange  Punch  X  Temple  Gold) . . . $25.00 

NANCY  BURROWS 

2755  Bella  Vista  Drive  Santa  Barbara,  CA  93108 
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Youth  Contest  Rules 


If  you  know  an  AIS  youth  member  who  is  active  in  any  of  the  following  areas 
please  nominate  that  youth! 

She/He  grows  a  very  fine  garden  of  her/his  own. 

She/He  is  an  active  hybridizer. 

She/He  has  contributed  to  an  iris  publication. 

She/He  has  helped  an  iris  organization  through  a  committee  or  an 
activity. 

She/He  visits  local  gardens. 

She/He  has  attended  regional/national  conventions. 

She/He  is  studying  to  become  or  is  already  an  AIS  judge. 

She/He  has  promoted  iris  and/or  AIS  to  others. 

She/He  has  found  new  AIS  members. 

She/He  competes  enthusiastically  in  shows. 

She/He  is  involved  in  scientific  experiments  with  irises. 

She/He  is  interested  in  irises  other  than  TBs. 

She/He  shows  leadership. 

Rules  are  simple.  Any  AIS  member  may  nominate  any  AIS  youth  member. 
Entries  must  be  in  writing,  including  the  name  and  age  of  the  youth  member 
and  mailed  to  Catherine  Gates  by  January  31,1 987.  The  youth  committee  will 
code  the  entries  to  conceal  identities  and  send  them  to  a  carefully  selected 
panel  of  judges.  Awards  will  be  presented  at  the  National  Convention  in 
Phoenix. 

Tips  to  Nominators:  Please  use  the  activity  list  above  as  an  outline  for  your 
nomination,  elaborating  on  each  area  that  applies  to  your  nominee.  Feel  free 
to  add  anything  not  covered  in  the  list,  especially  those  qualities  that  make 
your  nominee  special.  Take  as  much  care  and  consideration  as  possible  in 
preparing  your  nomination.  How  well  you  present  your  nominee  to  the  judges 
can  influence  the  outcome. 
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Fragrance 

Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Radford,  VA:  I  can  not  agree  that  the  best  scents  are 
attached  to  the  worst  “dogs.”  Fragrance  is  just  a  separate  characteristic  and 
the  chances  of  it  occuring  in  the  best  seedling  in  a  cross  are  slim,  unless  one 
was  breeding  for  fragrance. 

Those  from  my  garden  with  the  most  fragrance  are:  ENGLISH  COTTAGE, 
LATEST  STYLE,  PERFUMED  GLORY,  PERFUME  COUNTER,  RED  GRAPES 
and  BABY  BLESSED.  Many  other  remontants  have  some  fragrance.  Among 
once-blooming  irises,  the  violets  and  blues  seem  to  have  the  best  chance  of 
being  fragrant,  while  the  pinks  in  general  have  the  worst  fragrance. 

Genetics 

Barbara  Benson,  Lubbock,  TX:  Genetically  speaking,  I  learned  a  lot  about 
the  plicata  series  this  spring.  Some  of  the  crosses  I  made  that  bloomed  were 
an  interesting  lot.  Most  of  these  crosses  involved  pink  and  white  ground  pla. 

(Summer  Silk  X  Dark  Cloud)  yielded  two  luminatas,  one  with  broad  shape 
but  rather  ugly  form,  rather  like  a  percheron  among  thoroughbreds,  lavender- 
blue  on  white  with  a  small  amount  of  yellow  in  the  throat.  This  set  bee  pods 
and  the  pollen  took  on  everything  on  which  it  was  placed.  The  second 
seedling  had  a  dark  purple  overlay  on  a  cream  ground,  flared  falls  and  good 
substance.  It,  too,  set  seed  by  a  fine  pink  pi  and  its  pollen  set  on  lumi-plicata 
HARD  RAIN,  as  well  as  on  GENTLE  RAIN,  THEATRE  and  some  pink  pla 
seedlings. 

I  had  a  number  of  seedlings  from  ((Gibson  Girl  x  Rancho  Rose)  X  Certainly 
Certainly).  The  first-year  seedlings  were  all  brown  plicatas,  but  several  were 
strongly  marked  celestar  as  well  as  plicata.  Then  there  were  seedlings  of 
(Summer  Silk  X  Blushing  Blonde).  SUMMER  SILK  is  a  pla  (tangerine)  and 
BLUSHING  BLONDE  is  a  luminata,  yellow  with  light  red  brushings  on  the  falls, 
also  a  light  touch  of  celestar.  There  were  six  seedlings  in  all:  bright  solid 
yellow,  with  celestar  in  light  purple  (no  light  spot  in  the  falls  and  very  fertile 
both  ways);  bright  yellow  ground,  faint  luminata  brushing  on  the  falls  (no 
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celestar);  light  yellow  ground,  faint  luminata  brushing  on  the  falls,  no  celestar; 
bright  tangerine,  lighter  area  around  the  bright  orange  beard,  no  celestar; 
and  medium  tangerine,  no  luminata,  light  celestar  in  clear  lavender. 

This  leads  me  to  believe  that  plicata,  luminata  and  celestar  are  co-domi¬ 
nant;  that  is,  all  can  appear  in  combination  with  each  other  at  the  same  time. 
As  additional  evidence  of  the  above,  to  my  astonishment,  on  close  examina¬ 
tion  JOSEPH’S  MANTLE  exhibits  the  plicata  pattern,  the  luminata  pattern, 
and  the  celestar  pattern  (as  well  as  being  fragrant).  ILLINI  REPEATER  also 
exhibits  the  plicata  pattern  strongly  and  the  celestar  pattern  as  well. 

Then  I  had  crossed  JAKE  (pla)  with  ALADDIN’S  WISH  for  fragrance.  The 
following  bloomed:  one  blue  luminata,  long  snaky  stem,  not  much  smell;  one 
blue  luminata,  tremendous  fragrance  (which  I  shall  keep  for  fragrance  alone); 
one  huge  white  self  (with  lemon  center)  with  narrow,  strappy  falls  and  a 
fabulous  fragrance  that  I  shall  keep  where  it  can  be  smelled  but  not  seen. 

Every  seedling  mentioned  except  the  last  three  has  been  intensely  fertile,  a 
result  of  outcrossing  I  believe.  Most  of  them  have  been  of  strong  plants,  good 
branching  and  guite  presentable  fragrance.  All  need  improvement  in  form. 

Then  I  went  wild  with  the  tangerine-bearded  seedling  plc  (celestar)  types 
and  crossed  them  amongst  themselves.  Gibson’s  ORANGE  PLUME  resisted 
all  pollen  put  on  it,  but  pollen  put  on  the  strong  yellow  celestar  seedling 
mentioned  above  set  pods  the  size  of  little  watermelons.  I  hope  the  solid 
ground  of  the  celestar  yellow  and  the  vibrancy  of  pigment  will  undergo  the 
lycopene-carotene  transformation  and  give  me  a  strong,  well-branched  deep 
orange. 

Then  I  crossed  (Drucilla  Shaw  X  Ice  Cream  Castle),  the  latter  being  the 
most  fragrant  of  any  contemporary  iris  I  know.  It  is  a  beautiful  white  and  a  real 
classic.  If  these  two  irises  complement  each  other,  or  we  capture  an  additive 
effect,  I  shall  be  able  to  bottle  the  perfume. 

To  me,  CIRCUS  STRIPES  represents  a  strange  phenomenon  of  plicata 
pigment  being  laid  down  in  an  extreme  fashion  along  the  venation  of  the  falls. 
SHAFT  OF  GOLD  does  this  to  some  extent,  with  brown  venation  from  border 
to  beard.  In  the  old  days,  plicatas  such  as  MME.  CHEREAU  were  called 
“button-hole”  iris  because  the  pigmentation  was  so  neatly  laid  down  in  veins 
of  the  perimeters  of  both  standards  and  falls.  The  extent  of  the  pigmentation 
pattern  in  the  veins  is  just  one  more  variable.  Have  you  ever  seen  DEMI 
DEUIL?  It,  too,  has  some  pretty  strange  veining. 

Spurias  are  a  second  love  and  currently  I  am  trying  to  come  up  with  a  strain 
that  is  virus  resistant.  (Windfall  x  I.  klatii — white  form)  has  given  three  cultivars 
of  tremendous  vigor,  and  after  four  years  still  no  sign  of  virus.  I  have  also  used 
some  I.  demetrii  hybrids  (for  gorgeous  deep  violet-blue  color)  on  MEDIA  LUZ, 
which  is  also  virus  resistant.  I  do  not  believe  in  systemic  poisons,  so  am 
having  to  try  to  breed  resistance  into  the  irises  I  like. 

I  had  one  mutant  blossom  on  the  spuria  LA  SENDA,  Walker  Ferguson’s 
mauve-pink.  To  my  astonishment,  the  last  bloom  on  the  stalk  was  a  dark 
brown,  nearly  as  dark  as  CROW  WING,  and  velvety.  I  tried  crossing  it  to 
MEDIA  LUZ,  but  believe  that  the  pollen  was  too  far  gone  at  the  time. 
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Tom  Little,  Las  Cruces,  NM:  As  I  understand  it,  the  current  view  of  the 
plicata  locus  (supported  by  Warburton,  Kidd  and  Keppel,  I  believe)  is  this:  PL 
anthocyanin  self;  pl/pllu  plicata/luminata;  plc  celestar  and  pla  ices.  This  indi¬ 
cates  the  relative  “dominance”  of  the  alleles,  with  the  most  dominant  being 
listed  first  in  the  above  list.  However,  based  on  Barbara’s  report,  and  on  what 
seems  reasonable  from  a  chemical  standpoint  (I  am  not  a  chemist  so  am 
overextending  myself),  I  would  tend  to  go  for  this  series:  PL  anthocyanin  self; 
pl/pllu/plc  plicata/  luminata/celestar;  and  pla  ices. 

It  seems  quite  likely  that  the  plicata  locus  produces  an  enzyme  (or  sever¬ 
al?)  which  control(s)  the  distribution  of  the  anthocyanin  pigment.  Thus  PL  is 
the  “normal”  and  functional  form,  while  pla  is  the  “recessive”  and  nonfunc¬ 
tional  form.  The  three  alleles  which  produce  the  patterned  coloration  each 
allow  the  pigment  to  be  distributed  to  (seemingly)  mutually  exclusive  parts  of 
the  petals,  and  thus  represent  a  partially  functioning  PL.  It  only  makes  sense 
that  they  would  all  be  co-dominant.  There  are  still  quite  a  few  uncertainities,  of 
course. 

The  complexity  in  modern  iris  genetics  comes  not  so  much  from  their  being 
tetraploid  (you  can  make  a  Punnett  square  for  tets  about  as  easily  as  for 
diploids),  but  rather  because  there  are  so  few  characteristics  that  we  humans 
identify  that  seem  to  be  under  the  control  of  simple  two-allele  genes  (which  is 
the  Mendelian  model).  In  fact,  this  is  true  with  most  characteristics  of  most 
species.  Mendel  obviously  selected  the  peas,  and  the  characteristics  to 
observe,  simply  because  he  realized  beforehand  that  they  illustrated  his 
point.  The  lesson  to  learn  from  Mendel’s  work  is  not  that  everything  is  control¬ 
led  by  a  simple  dominant/recessive  pair,  but  rather  that  traits  are  inherited  as 
pieces  of  information. 

Lace  often  seems  recessive,  but  not  always  so.  It  is  one  of  those  things  that 
is  not  too  simple.  You  have  a  much  better  chance,  it  seems,  if  both  parents  are 
laced.  We  do  basically  go  by  generalities,  not  scientific  models,  when  breed¬ 
ing  irises.  There  is  not  much  else  we  can  do.  But  sometimes  knowing  a  little  bit 
about  how  the  genes  do  their  job  can  rule  out  the  improbable,  or  suggest 
methods  of  obtaining  a  goal  that  might  not  otherwise  be  apparent.  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  “recessive”  nature  of  plicata  and  pink  is  a  case  in  point. 

Charles  Jenkins,  Salinas,  CA:  I  know  that  it  is  commonplace  to  think  of  TB 
irises  as  being  tetraploid,  but  I  am  developing  a  hypothesis  that  many  of  the 
newer  varieties  are  aneuploid.  The  gene  dosage  would  be  determined  by 
whether  a  chromosome  was  missing  as  a  single  or  a  pair,  or  whether  it  was 
added  as  a  single  or  a  pair.  The  particular  dosage  could  range  as  widely  as 
from  two  to  six,  and  this  should  be  kept  in  mind  for  anyone  figuring  genetic 
ratios.  I  was  impressed  to  see  the  counts  recorded  in  the  book  Garden  Irises, 
but  hope  that  I  will  have  time  to  make  counts  of  my  own  in  the  near  future.  I 
plan  to  start  with  varieties  that  shed  little  or  no  pollen,  because  by  analogy 
with  grains,  they  are  likely  to  be  aneuploid.  The  irises  with  blotched  coloring 
may  have  an  unstable  genetic  base  and  are  really  an  expression  of  somatic 
irregularities  or  chimeras.  Genes  in  corn  give  rise  to  speckled  and  blotched 
kernels  in  this  way. 
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Rebloomers 


Virginia  Mathews,  Stillwater,  OK:  Last  fall  when  I  was  planting  seeds,  I 
asked  myself  with  each  cross:  “what  can  I  expect  from  this?”  I  ended  up 
throwing  away  a  lot  of  seeds;  no  sense  in  going  backwards.  I  am  afraid  some 
of  the  newer  and  “better”  rebloomers  are  not  as  vigorous  as  the  older  ones. 
My  seedlings  do  not  get  any  special  care,  so  any  that  do  well  should  be 
considered  pretty  hardy.  I  notice  a  few  that  bloom  with  little  or  no  increase  and 
out  they  go.  I  consider  lack  of  increase  about  the  most  serious  fault  an  iris  can 
have.  When  I  have  a  seedling  sending  up  a  stalk  without  increase,  I  usually 
just  pull  it  out  before  the  flower  even  opens. 

I  think  it  would  be  possible  to  breed  for  more  resistance  to  rot  in  irises.  Since 
the  organisms  that  cause  soft  rot  are  omnipresent,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
eliminate  all  the  causes.  Years  ago  I  threw  out  a  whole  bed  of  old  varieties  of 
tall  beardeds  (after  I  had  learned  there  were  newer  and  prettier  ones)  into  a 
pile  among  the  trees.  After  a  winter  there,  you  can  imagine  the  mess  the  pile 
became,  but  there  was  one  iris  growing  lustily  right  on  top  of  the  pile.  I  should 
have  kept  it  to  breed  for  rot  resistance.  I  think  it  is  more  or  less  in  nature  for  the 
old  rhizomes  to  rot  out  as  the  clumps  expand  outward.  When  digging,  I  find 
most  varieties  have  had  rot,  healed  over,  and  continue  living,  but  of  course 
some  rot  away  until  nothing  is  left.  Many  varieties — some  quite  famous  pro¬ 
genitors — are  noted  as  being  rotters,  unfortunately. 
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International 

News 

Bee  UUarburton,  €ditor 


Bulbous  Species  in  Turkey 

Alan  McMurtrie,  one  of  our  Canadian  members,  is  home  from  his  second 
bulbous  iris  search  in  Turkey.  This  time  his  wife,  Lynda,  went  with  him.  His 
formal  report  is  reserved  for  the  British  Iris  Society  Year  Book,  but  he  also  gave 
detailed  accounts  of  his  travel  difficulties. 

Alan’s  description  of  driving  on  Turkey’s  mountain  roads  in  rain  that  turned 
to  snow  over  the  passes  is  horrifying  ...  of  sliding  mud  at  turns,  and  of  drop- 
offs  at  the  outer  edge  of  these  slippery  passages,  in  a  car  not  equipped  for 
such  conditions.  (He  added  that  his  wife  would  probably  never  again  try  it 
willingly.)  What  an  adventure  to  tell  one’s  grandchildren! 

On  this  journey,  Alan  and  Lynda  first  visited  a  very  large  bulb  farm,  a  family 
enterprise,  in  Holland.  This  farm  sold  one  million  bulbs  of  I.  reticulata  HAR¬ 
MONY  last  year.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  field  of  so  many. 

Alan  also  gathered  an  interesting  explanation  forthetriploidy  of  all  commer¬ 
cial  stocks  of  I.  danfordiae:  the  Dutch  bulb  growers  have  discarded  all  the 
smaller-flowered  diploid  plants,  hence  only  the  larger,  sterile  triploids  remain. 
Alan’s  native  collections  of  I.  danfordiae  have  flowers  only  one  inch  in  diame¬ 
ter. 


British  Iris  Society  Awards 

No  Dykes  Medal  was  awarded  in  Britain  this  year,  nor  was  the  Souv.  de  M. 
Lemon  Trophy  for  other-than-tall  beardeds.  The  Fothergill  Trophy  for  best  tall 
bearded  was  given  to  KRASNIA,  hybridized  by  Miss  Nadine  Earnshaw- 
Whittles.  KRASNIA  is  a  dark  purple  and  white  plicata,  the  standards  almost 
solidly  colored,  and  carries  yellow  beards.  Its  parentage  is  (Stepping  Out  X 
(High  Life  x  Kingdom)). 

The  Miller  Trophy  for  beardless  irises  has  gone  to  GLEE  HILLS,  a  medium 
blue  Siberian  with  two  branches  and  up  to  seven  buds,  raised  by  Jennifer 
Hewitt,  the  current  BIS  Year  Book  editor.  It  originated  from  seedlings  grown 
from  chance  pods  of  TYCOON. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

COMPETITION 


FOR  IRISES 

FLORENCE,  ITALY 


1986  Competition 


Premio  Firenze:  Gold  Florin 

1.  STARCREST  (Schreiners,  USA) 

Silver  Medal 

2.  ROBUSTO  (R  Black,  USA) 

Silver  Plate 

3.  MORWENNA  (R.  Nichol,  England) 

Silver  Medal 

4.  B81-30  (R  Black,  USA) 


Honorable  Mention 


5.  MO-79-64-1  (M.  Owen,  England) 

6.  MARINER’S  COVE  (W.  Luihn,  USA) 

7.  TIDE’S  IN  (Schreiners,  USA) 

8.  GOWBE  (M.  Blazek,  Czechoslovakia) 

9.  PRECIOUS  MOMENTS  (J.  Gatty,  USA) 

10.  CORAL  CHALICE  (D.  Niswonger,  USA) 


Special  Awards 


Premio  Regione  Toscana,  for  the  hybridizer  with  the  most  winning  varieties  in 
the  top  five:  Paul  Black,  USA 

Premio  Comune  di  Firenze,  for  the  best  red:  DISTANT  FIRE  (Schreiners,  USA) 
Premio  Camera  di  Commercio,  for  the  most  commercial  variety:  DOCTOR 
GOLD  (J.  Segui,  France) 

Coppa  Louise  Branch,  for  the  variety  with  the  best  branching,  and  Coppa 
Amici  Dei  Fiori,  for  the  best  Italian  entry:  RED  VALOR  (F.  Soldi,  Italy) 
Coppa  Piaggio,  for  the  best  early  variety:  AUTUMN  BLUSH  (P  Black,  USA) 
Coppa  Alba  Balbi  Valier,  for  the  best  pink:  PINK  BELLE  (V.  Wood,  USA) 
Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Firenze,  for  the  most  original  color:  ROBUSTO  (P. 
Black,  USA) 

Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Grosseto,  for  the  best  garden  variety:  B81-30  (P 
Black,  USA) 

Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Arezzo,  for  the  best  late  blooming  variety  in  1985: 
EDNA’S  WISH  (J.  Gibson,  USA) 

Border  Bearded  Awards 

Gardi  Cup 

1.  LIESELKIND  (F.  Kurzmann,  Austria) 

Silver  and  Gold  Florin 

2.  PECCADILLO  (K.  Keppel,  USA) 

Silver  Florin 

3.  NOVELLA  (J.  Ghio,  USA) 
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INTERNATIONAL  COMPETITION 
FOR  LOW  IRISES 

Vienna,  1985 


St^te  Prize:  not  awarded 

Special  Prize  of  the  Gesellschafte  der  Staudenfreunde:  SNIFFS  AND 

SNEEZES  (Lesley  Blyth,  Australia)  Rosy  tan  and  creamy  yellow 

plicata  with  red-tipped  beards. 

Group  1 —Miniature  Dwarf  Beardeds 

1 .  BETTY  EMMONS  (C.  Palmer,  USA)  Lavender  with  darker  shoul¬ 
ders. 

2.  ALPINE  LAKE  (A.  &  D.  Willott,  USA)  White  standards,  light  blue 
falls. 

3.  SHRIMP  (D.  Sindt,  USA)  Light  shrimp  pink. 

Group  2 — Standard  Dwarf  Beardeds 

1.  AUBURN  VALLEY  (A.  &  D.  Willott,  USA)  Red  violet  and  yellow 
plicata. 

2.  TIGER  PRINT  (P.  Black,  USA)  Yellow  with  red-brown  spot. 

3.  seedling  (Hall,  USA)  Black-blue. 

4.  RECOLLECTIONS  (H.  Nichols,  USA)  Cream  yellow  to  white. 

5.  PRANCER  (C.  Palmer,  USA)  Light  violet,  red  violet  spot. 

6.  seedling  (Bennett,  USA)  Greenish  white. 

Group  3 — Intermediates  and  Border  Beardeds 

1 .  SOFT  SPOKEN  (P.  Dyer,  USA)  BB,  lilac  with  white  and  tangerine 
beards. 

2.  seedling  (A.  Ensminger,  USA)  IB,  brownish  red  with  small  blue 
spot. 

3.  MISS  OHIO  (A.  &  D.  Willott,  USA)  IB,  yellow  and  cream,  with 
small  brownish  flecks. 

4.  ALICE  IN  WONDERLAND  (W.  Maryott,  USA)  IB,  medium  yellow. 

Group  4 — Arilbreds:  no  prizes  awarded 


Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

Red  Lion  Inn,  San  Jose,  California  April  26  &  27,  1986 


The  regular  spring  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was 
called  to  order  at  2:00  p.m.,  Saturday,  April  26,  1986,  by  President  Mullin.  Board 
members  and  guests  were  welcomed,  and  it  was  explained  that  only  the  voting 
members  of  the  Board  have  the  privilege  of  voting,  but  that  discussion  is  welcomed 
from  all  in  attendance.  Introductions  followed. 

Present  at  this  session  and/or  the  sessions  the  day  following  were:  President  Mullin; 
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Past  Presidents  Stahly  and  Walker;  First  Vice  President  Rasmussen;  Second  Vice 
President  K.  Waite;  Secretary  J.  Stayer;  Treasurer  Thoolen;  Editor  Keppel;  Registrar 
Nelson;  Recording  Secretary  Barr;  Publication  Sales  Director  Heathcock;  Directors 
James  Copeland,  Corlew,  Crick,  Gates,  W.  Machulak,  Rockwell  and  Williams;  Founda¬ 
tion  Liaison  Pettijohn;  Committee  Chairmen  Harder,  Lineberger,  McEwen,  Rice  and 
Sindt;  RVPs  Gristwood(2),  Maltman(3),  Brown (4),  Paquet(5),  Miller(6),  A.  Machulak(8), 
Dunn(1 1),  Asmus(13),  Erickson(14),  H.  Goodrick(15),  Coward(1 7),  Roderick(18), 
Noe(19),  Kuesel(20),  Hummel(21),  L.  Stayer(22)  and  Shockey(23);  RVP  representative 
Vogt(7);  Section  representatives  Foreman(SSI)  and  John(SIS);  and  guests  A.  Waite(l), 
Cronin  and  Jill  Copeland(6),  Busse  and  Cooper(8),  Hastings(13),  Anning  and  Rig- 
by(14),  R.  Goodrick(15),  Dow,  Green  and  Howard(17)  and  Silverberg(19). 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  meeting,  November  1  -3,  1 985,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK,  were  approved  as  published  in  AIS  Bulletin  No.  260. 

President  Mullin  noted  the  following:  1)  the  corrected  agenda  should  read,  “XI 
Election  of  the  President  Elect,  XII  Announcements”;  2)  since  the  last  Board  meeting 
the  Board  of  Directors  has  approved,  by  mail  vote,  the  purchase  of  a  computer  and  a 
printer  for  the  Membership  Secretary. 

Mullin  further  reported  on  interim  actions  of  the  Executive  Committee:  1)  there  has 
been  a  request  for  definition  of  Board  policy  regarding  action  taken  at  Portland, 
Oregon,  in  1 972,  concerning  payment  of  the  expenses  of  salaried  employees  of  the  AIS 
who  are  required  to  attend  meetings,  and  serving  on  a  committee  to  study  the  matter 
will  be  Rasmussen,  chairman,  Rockwell,  Stahly,  J.  Stayer  and  K.  Waite;  2)  Robins 
Committee  chairman  Mahoney  has  resigned,  and  Janice  Badger  has  been  appointed 
to  replace  him;  3)  a  newly  completed  RVP  Handbook  has  been  mailed  to  all  RVPs;  4) 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  Scholarship  Committee  are  Gates,  chairman,  Rockwell, 
Emma  Hobbs,  Ronald  Dunn  and  Keith  Fillmore;  5)  1 986  calendars  are  reported  to  have 
been  selling  well  up  to  this  point,  but  there  are  still  approximately  1 500  left  in  stock;  6) 
approval  was  given  for  the  purchase  of  insurance  for  two  computers;  7)  approval  was 
given  to  Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice  for  her  recommendation  for  the  cost  of  the  AIS 
post  cards;  8)  Executive  Committee  members  were  consulted  when  the  January 
Bulletin  was  mailed  with  a  label  on  the  cover  and  no  envelope. 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  as  follows: 

1)  RVPs  were  reminded  that  stationery  with  the  AIS  logo  is  provided  automatically 
without  cost  to  RVPs.  Preprinted  stationery  must  be  ordered,  and  there  will  be  a 
charge  for  the  printing.  RVPs  were  asked  to  pass  this  information  on  to  their 
successors.  Stayer  apologized  for  a  delay  in  earlier  orders. 

2)  Maureen  Foster  has  written  from  Wales  thanking  the  AIS  for  the  silver  medal  sent  to 
her  and  reporting  on  the  success  of  having  the  second  show  each  year  in  Britain. 

3)  Stayer  has  received  157  copies  of  the  republished  Colour  Chart  of  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society,  for  which  the  Board  had  previously  reserved  $5000.00  (see 
Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Meeting,  AIS  Bulletin  No.  252).  The  Board  must 
arrive  at  a  selling  price  for  the  charts  which  will  include  postage.  Members  were 
asked  to  consider  the  matter  for  later  action. 

4)  At  the  last  Board  meeting  the  secretary  was  asked  to  write  to  the  printer  of  The  World 
of  Irises  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  reprinting  the  book.  It  was  determined  that 
negatives  for  the  book  are  available  and  that  Melba  Hamblen  has  the  negatives  and 
a  list  of  errors  found  in  the  original  printing,  and  further  that  she  has  a  quotation  from 
the  publisher  on  the  cost  of  reprinting  the  book.  This  quotation  is  good  for  thirty  days. 
No  action  was  taken  at  this  time. 

5)  The  secretary  was  asked  also  to  look  into  the  matter  of  copying  the  old  minutes  of 
Board  of  Directors  meetings.  Stayer  stated  that  she  has  been  in  touch  with  former 
Secretary  Ramsey  and  both  agree  that  an  original  copy  should  always  be  main¬ 
tained  as  an  authentic  permanent  record.  Investigation  of  copy  methods  and  price 
will  be  accomplished  later. 

6)  The  AIS  has  received  $2000.00  from  the  Fischer  estate. 

7)  Stayer  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Board  has  previously  set  a  limit  of  $500.00 
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on  the  amount  which  the  secretary  could  advance  for  each  mailing  of  the  Bulletin. 

Corlew  moved  that  the  Board  authorize  the  secretary  to  advance  the  required 

amount  for  each  mailing  of  the  Bulletin.  Machulak  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Advertising  Editor  Nelson  reported  that  color  ads  are  still  going  well,  and  that  the 
back  cover  of  the  October  issue  will  be  in  black  and  white.  As  Registrar,  she  reported 
that  the  1985  Registrations  and  Introductions  Booklet  is  now  available,  and  the  reprint 
of  the  1969  Checklist  is  available  for  $15.00.  Both  these  items  can  be  ordered  from 
Publication  Sales  Director  Heathcock. 

Publication  Sales  Director  Heathcock  reported  sales  of  $9,257.49  and  stated  also 
that  the  supply  in  stock  of  The  World  of  Irises  will  probably  last  for  a  little  over  a  year. 

Affiliates  Chairman  Copeland  stated  that  approximately  130  affiliates  had  been 
processed  this  year.  There  are  some  problems  with  membership  recording,  with  dates 
for  reporting  from  affiliates  and  with  dates  for  reporting  in  the  Bulletin.  The  chairman 
works  through  the  RVPs,  and  he  asks  for  their  suggestions.  Lengthy  discussion 
followed,  and  there  will  be  recommendations  at  the  Fall  Board  meeting. 

Awards  Chairman  Waite  reported  that  Award  of  Merit  winners  who  will  not  be  present 
at  the  Awards  Banquet  will  receive  their  certificates  by  mail.  Ballots,  listing  2,157 
varieties,  have  been  mailed  to  954  judges,  and  100  have  been  mailed  to  Judges 
Training  Chairmen  for  distribution  to  apprentice  judges.  The  Symposium  Ballot  copy, 
listing  457  varieties,  has  been  mailed  to  the  Bulletin  editor  for  inclusion  in  the  July 
Bulletin.  Expenses  were  $534.79.  Waite  reported  in  closing  that  because  of  confusion 
in  the  past  about  Arils  and  Arilbreds  on  the  Judges  Ballot  and  the  Awards  Report,  the 
headings  of  these  sections  will  be  altered  to  note  that  "Aril”  means  V2  to  full  Aril  lineage, 
while  “Arilbred"  denotes  14  to  less  than  V2  Aril  lineage. 

Stayer  reported  for  Exhibitions  Chairman  Burch.  There  were  148  show  schedules 
approved  this  year.  Three  reports  have  been  received.  One  item  was  presented  for 
consideration  by  the  Board  and  possible  action  in  the  fall.  At  present,  societies  are 
charged  $1 0.00  each  for  silver  and  bronze  medals,  as  the  cost  to  the  AIS  has  heretofore 
been  almost  the  same  for  the  two  medals.  Now,  however,  there  is  a  greater  difference, 
with  the  silver  medal  costing  more.  The  suggestion  was  that  it  might  be  better  to  charge 
the  societies  the  exact  cost  of  the  respective  medals.  The  matter  will  be  considered  in 
the  fall. 

Historical  Committee  Chairman  Harder  reported  on  recent  acquisitions  for  the  AIS 
Historical  files,  including  publications  from  local  societies,  pictures  of  members  of  the 
AIS  in  its  earlier  years,  clippings  from  magazines  of  the  twenties,  and  slides  of  older 
irises,  many  of  them  from  the  fifties.  From  slides  donated,  Harder  is  putting  together  a 
collection  of  irises  which  have  won  major  awards.  RVPs  were  reminded  that  local  and 
regional  articles  are  much  needed.  There  was  discussion  about  the  ownership  status  of 
the  material  in  the  historical  files,  insurance  coverage,  inventory  and  evaluation,  etc.  At 
this  time,  all  of  the  material  is  stored  in  the  basement  of  the  Ponca  Library  in  Ponca, 
Nebraska.  Harder  was  asked  to  get  a  statement  of  ownership  from  the  Ponca  Library 
Board  and  to  give  to  this  Board  the  name  of  someone  in  the  AIS  to  contact  in  the  event 
that  something  should  happen  to  him. 

Judges  Handbook  Revision  Chairman  Williams  commented  on  some  criticisms  of 
parts  of  the  new  handbook  which  had  come  to  his  attention.  Mullin  reminded  anyone 
having  a  complaint  about  the  handbook  that  revisions  can  be  considered  only  if 
complaints  are  sent  directly  to  Williams,  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for 
revision. 

Judges  and  Judges  Training  Chairman  Crick  reported  the  loss  of  1 4  judges:  eleven 
were  deceased,  two  resigned,  and  one  was  lost  for  failure  to  pay  dues. 

Membership  Contest  Chairman  Lineberger  stated  that  Mary  Kearney  of  Region  24 
had  won  the  1985  contest  with  260  points.  Seven  regions  participated  in  the  contest. 
Rules  of  the  1986  contest  are  printed  in  the  April  Bulletin.  Lineberger  thanked  the 
participating  regions  and  urged  1986  participants  to  work  for  triennial  and  family 
memberships  in  order  to  score  more  points.  There  was  discussion  about  ways  to  attract 
new  members. 
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Policy  Committee  Chairman  Rasmussen  reported  that  he  has  for  some  time  been 
checking  into  minutes  of  past  Board  meetings  and  typing  Board  actions  on  cards.  The 
next  step  will  be  to  get  the  information  computerized  so  that  actions  in  different 
categories  can  be  accessed  easily. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  4:00  p.m.  and  reconvened  at  9:00  a.m.  the  next  day. 

President  Mullin  reported  for  Membership  Secretary  Ramsey.  At  the  close  of  the  mid¬ 
fiscal  year,  March  31,  1986,  AIS  membership  stood  at  7,174.  The  largest  regional 
memberships  were  Region  14  with  593,  Region  18  (555),  Region  7  (527),  Region  6 
(489),  Region  17  (476)  and  Region  15  (464).  Membership  has  increased  by  288 
members,  or  4.2%,  during  the  past  year.  A  progress  report  was  given  on  the  new 
computer  and  the  programming  of  the  membership  file  and  the  judges  file.  Ramsey 
reminded  everyone,  especially  RVPs,  to  keep  her  informed  about  address  and  other 
changes  in  the  membership  list;  it  costs  the  society  $2.00  for  return  and  remailing  each 
time  a  Bulletin  is  sent  to  an  incorrect  address.  Everyone  is  reminded,  also,  to  inform  the 
membership  secretary  of  deceased  members. 

Managing  Editor  Williams  explained  the  mistake  which  occurred  in  the  mailing  of  the 
January  Bulletin  without  envelopes.  He  told  also  of  investigating  the  cost  of  mailing  the 
Bulletin  and  finding  that  Non-profit/Bulk  rate  would  be  cheaper  than  second  class  mail. 
Williams  moved  that  as  soon  as  the  present  supply  of  envelopes  is  exhausted,  the 
Bulletin  mailing  envelopes  be  changed  to  read,  “Non-profit/Bulk  rate.”  Stayer  sec¬ 
onded.  The  motion  passed. 

Treasurer  Thoolen  presented  copies  of  the  six-month  interim  report  ending  March  31 , 
1986,  for  the  Board’s  study. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice  brought  to  the  meeting  the  new  post  cards,  12 
different  picture  cards.  The  cards  will  be  sold  in  packets  of  1 2  for  $2.00  per  packet,  or  3 
packets  for  $5.00.  The  pictures  were  taken  from  Irises  for  Everyone,  using  those  most 
suited  to  postal  size.  If  this  series  proves  successful,  other  pictures  may  be  utilized. 
Rice  reported  also  that,  though  there  is  a  surplus  of  1986  calendars,  the  original 
investment  has  been  recouped.  There  was  discussion  about  the  disposition  of  the 
remaining  calendars.  Williams  moved,  Rasmussen  seconded,  that  Mullin,  at  his  discre¬ 
tion,  furnish  1986  calendars  without  charge,  except  for  postage  and  handling,  to 
groups  requesting  them  for  any  reason.  The  motion  passed. 

Scientific  Committee  Chairman  McEwen  reported  that  as  the  result  of  two  questions 
concerning  the  correct  horticultural  name  for  Japanese  irises  the  Board  of  the  Society 
for  Japanese  Irises  unanimously  agreed  that  for  its  purposes  the  name  should  be  Iris 
ensata  (formerly  I.  kaempferi).  An  inquiry  has  been  received  for  the  Scientific  Commit¬ 
tee’s  consideration  for  possible  funding,  a  research  project  on  Flavonoid  Chemistry 
and  Morphological  Variation  of  Five  Iris  Taxa  in  the  Series  Californicae. 

Stayer  reported  for  Robins  Chairman  Badger.  There  are  1 9  active  divisions  at  present 
with  a  total  membership  of  472.  The  Median,  Historical  and  Photography  Robins  have 
just  been  reactivated.  There  are  six  inactive  divisions. 

Slides  Committee  Chairman  Sindt  reported  requests  for  63  sets  of  slides  so  far  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1986.  The  AIS  has  about  10,000  slides,  and  the  chairman  is 
evaluating  the  quality  and  content  of  the  collection.  A  set  of  the  1986  San  Jose 
convention  will  be  ready  for  use  about  July  1 .  Sindt  said  also  that  the  various  sections 
are  now  handling  their  own  slides. 

Mullin  reported  for  Test  Gardens  Chairman  Jones  that  there  are  five  test  gardens  at 
present,  three  of  them  small  local  gardens.  The  Japanese  and  the  Reblooming  Test 
Gardens  are  both  active.  The  latter  will  hold  open  house  seeking  to  attract  new 
members. 

Youth  Committee  Chairman  Gates  reported  good  response  to  this  year’s  Youth 
Achievement  Award  Contest.  Nine  young  people  were  nominated.  The  winner  was 
Michael  Hemmer,  of  Sioux  Falls,  SD  (Reg.  21 );  second  place  went  to  Beth  Bowman,  of 
Edmond,  OK  (Reg.  22);  third  place  went  to  Patrick  Hemmer,  of  Sioux  Falls,  SD  (Reg.  21 ). 
Gates  posed  the  question  as  to  whether  it  is  necessary  for  the  award  for  this  contest  to 
be  the  traditional  trophy  cup  or  whether  it  might  be  a  plaque,  plate  or  bowl.  After 
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discussion  it  was  the  consensus  that  Gates  should  investigate  the  matter  with  those 
involved  in  presenting  the  award  and  do  as  she  thinks  appropriate.  Gates  commented 
in  closing  that  there  is  increased  interest  in  the  youth  program  in  general. 

Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn  stated  that  there  are  three  applicants  for  the  position  of 
research  student  on  the  scorch  research  project  at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  The 
project  will  probably  be  under  way  after  the  first  of  next  year.  Contributions  and  interest 
of  about  $11,000.00  have  brought  the  Foundation  balance  to  approximately 
$100,000.00.  Trustees  are  Dorothy  Howard,  Donald  Saxton  and  Charlotte  Sindt.  Of¬ 
ficers  are  Marilyn  Holloway,  President,  Donald  Saxton,  Vice  President  and  Richard 
Pettijohn,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak  reported  that  at  the  RVP  Counselor’s  meeting  22  of  the  24 
regions  were  represented.  Two  recommendations  were  presented:  1 )  that  a  copy  of  the 
new  RVP  Handbook,  which  was  written  by  President  Mullin,  be  sent  to  each  incoming 
RVP  as  well  as  to  those  RVPs  now  serving;  2)  that  the  Membership  Contest  be 
expanded  to  have  a  category  allowing  affiliates,  clubs  and  regional  organizations  to 
compete.  President  Mullin  stated  that  the  contest  recommendation  could  be  brought  to 
the  fall  Board  meeting  by  the  Membership  Contest  Chairman  for  consideration  for  the 
1 987  contest.  Machulak  announced  that  Larry  Stayer  had  been  elected  by  the  RVPs  as 
chairperson  for  1987,  Audrey  Machulak  as  secretary,  and  Lynda  Miller  and  Elvan 
Roderick  as  members  of  the  1987  Personnel  Committee. 

There  was  discussion  about  the  availability  of  the  RVP  Handbook.  Williams  moved 
that  the  RVP  Handbook  be  made  available  to  incoming  RVPs  at  no  charge  and 
available  to  others  at  a  price  of  $4.50  per  copy.  Corlew  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 
Corlew  moved  that  the  RVP  Handbook  be  stocked  with  the  Publication  Sales  Director’s 
inventory  and  that  Mullin  be  authorized  to  reprint  additional  copies  as  necessary  to 
keep  a  reasonable  supply  on  hand.  Machulak  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  10:30  a.m.  for  twenty  minutes. 

Editor  Keppel  reported  a  new  price  quotation  on  Bulletin  printing  and  typesetting  for 
July,  1 986  through  April,  1 987,  with  an  increase  of  approximately  2.5%,  and  stated  that 
the  new  account  representative  at  Williams  Printing  Company  has  changed  mailing 
services. 

Keppel  then  brought  up  the  question  of  reprinting  The  World  of  Irises,  stating  that 
Melba  Hamblen  is  to  meet  with  the  publisher  soon  and  that  the  price  quoted  to  herfor  a 
reprint  is  good  for  only  a  short  time.  Corlew  moved,  Copeland  seconded,  that  Keppel 
notify  Melba  Hamblen  to  proceed  with  the  reprinting  of  3,500  copies  of  The  World  of 
Irises  at  the  quoted  price  with  the  necessary  corrections.  The  motion  passed. 

Convention  Liaison  Corlew  outlined  convention  locations  and  dates  through  1993. 
There  has  been  no  invitation  for  1 994.  The  1 986  fall  Board  meeting  will  be  held  in  Tulsa. 
So  far  nothing  has  been  secheduled  for  the  fall  of  1987.  There  was  discussion  about 
changing  the  location  of  the  fall  meeting  from  the  center  of  the  country,  as  has  been  the 
custom,  to  a  major  airline  hub  anywhere  in  the  country.  No  action  was  taken  at  this  time. 

Section  Liaison  Rasmussen  reported  on  the  Section  Advisory  Board  meeting.  Part  of 
the  discussion  at  that  meeting  centered  on  changes  in  the  Handbook  for  Judges.  The 
sections  were  advised  to  work  out  any  proposed  changes  within  their  own  groups  and 
to  bring  the  proposals  to  Revision  Committee  Chairman  Williams. 

Rasmussen  brought  up  the  matter  of  a  misunderstanding  about  the  Mary  Swords 
Debaillon  Medal,  and  President  Mullin  read  a  letter  from  Ed  Ostheimer,  President  of  the 
Society  for  Louisiana  Irises,  concerning  this  matter.  Rasmussen  moved,  Rockwell 
seconded,  that  the  Board  recognize  that  the  Mary  Swords  Debaillon  Medal  will  be 
provided  by  the  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises  rather  than  by  the  Louisiana  Iris  Society  of 
America.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  announced  that  the  section  representatives  had  elected  James  Fore¬ 
man  to  serve  on  the  1987  Personnel  Committee. 

Gates  reported  that  the  work  of  the  Scholarship  Committee  is  just  getting  under  way. 
One  application  has  already  been  received.  A  further  report  will  be  given  in  the  fall. 

President  Mullin  reported  on  the  status  of  501(c)(3).  The  ballots  are  printed  for  the 
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vote  at  the  Welcome  Dinner.  There  will  be  no  other  business  at  the  election.  Mullin 
asked  for  volunteers  to  help  with  the  vote,  and  he  reminded  all  members  to  sign  their 
ballots  just  as  their  names  appear  on  the  AIS  membership  lists. 

On  the  matter  of  the  price  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  Colour  Charts,  Copeland 
moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  charts  be  offered  for  sale,  first  class  priority  insured, 
for  a  fee  of  $36.00.  The  motion  passed. 

Under  new  business,  Stayer  read  a  letter  from  the  Fresno  Iris  Society  inquiring  about 
the  type  of  format  used  by  the  AIS  to  catalog  materials  and  suggesting  that  the  AIS  (1 ) 
set  a  standard  format  for  listing  AIS  and  Section  publications,  (2)  establish  a  method  for 
dealing  with  duplicate  materials,  and  (3)  set  up  an  author-subject  index.  After  lengthy 
discussion  the  consensus  was  that  it  is  important  to  set  a  standard  but  that  this  cannot 
be  accomplished  immediately.  Corlew  moved,  Thoolen  seconded,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  study  the  matter  and  come  back  with  a  recommendation  for  a  set  of 
standards  for  library  procedures.  The  motion  passed. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  for  lunch  at  12  noon  and  reconvened  at  2:00  p.m. 

President  Mullin  called  for  the  recommendations  of  the  1986  Personnel  Committee 
for  nominations  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  terms  expiring  in  1989.  Gates,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  announced  that  director  Burch  has  elected  not  to  serve  again,  and  she 
presented  the  following  candidates  for  nomination:  directors  Barr,  Rasmussen  and 
Waite  as  incumbents,  Emma  Hobbs(6),  Everette  Lineberger(5),  and  David  Silver- 
berg(19).  There  were  no  further  nominations.  The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Corlew  moved,  Thoolen  seconded,  that  Barr,  Rasmussen  and  Waite  be  renominated. 
The  nominations  were  approved.  President  Mullin  called  for  a  written  ballot  to  choose 
the  fourth  nominee  and  named  Ronald  Dunn  and  B.  J.  Brown  as  counters. 

While  the  voting  was  taking  place,  Stahly  reported  for  the  Honorary  Awards  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  purchase  of  Hybridizers  Medals  authorized  at  the  fall  Board  meeting.  There 
were  110  medals  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $3,069.02,  or  $27.70  each.  Stahly  explained 
that  purchasing  a  smaller  number  would  have  increased  the  unit  price  greatly. 

As  the  result  of  the  voting,  Emma  Hobbs  was  named  as  the  fourth  nominee  for  a  term 
expiring  in  1989.  President  Mullin  expressed  his  thanks  to  retiring  director  Burch. 

Mullin  then  explained  the  tradition  of  naming  the  President-elect  at  the  spring 
meeting  in  the  last  year  of  the  term  of  the  current  president.  This  is  in  order  to  facilitate  a 
smooth  transition  at  the  November  meeting  and  to  allow  the  new  president  to  appoint 
his  committee  chairmen  before  taking  office  in  November. 

Barr  moved  that  James  Rasmussen  be  named  President-elect.  Rockwell  seconded. 
Corlew  moved  that  the  nominations  cease.  Thoolen  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 
Thoolen  moved  that  Rasmussen  be  named  President-elect  by  unanimous  affirmative 
vote.  Crick  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

President  Mullin  congratulated  President-elect  Rasmussen  and  reminded  all  com¬ 
mittee  chairmen  that  their  committee  jobs  will  expire  with  the  end  of  his  term  in 
November. 

President  Mullin  named  Rockwell  and  Crick  as  the  Board’s  representatives  to  the 
1987  Personnel  Committee.  Rasmussen  so  moved.  Stahly  seconded.  The  motion 
carried. 

Corlew  moved,  with  reference  to  earlier  discussion,  that  the  Board  adopt  the  follow¬ 
ing  policy  relating  to  the  location  of  the  annual  fall  meeting:  that  the  fall  Board  meeting 
may  be  scheduled  by  invitation  of  the  local  group  in  any  U.S.  city  which  serves  as  a 
major  airline  hub.  Barr  seconded.  The  motion  was  defeated. 

President  Mullin  announced  that  the  fall  Board  meeting  will  be  held  in  Tulsa,  OK, 
October  31 -November  2,  at  the  Marriott  Hotel. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board,  Mullin  extended  thanks  to  the  San  Jose  Convention  Commit¬ 
tee  for  their  warm  hospitality  and  for  the  fine  facilities  provided,  and  he  further  thanked 
all  who  attended  the  Board  meeting. 

Gates  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned.  Crick  seconded.  The  meeting  was 
adjourned  at  2:30  p.m.,  April  27,  1986. 

Claire  Barr,  Recording  Secreatry 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Fred  Beyes  (IL) 

Ruth  Messer  (IL) 

Cedric  Wilkerson  (CA) 


DONALD  R. 
DENNEY 


Don  Denney,  RVP  for  Region  1 4  from  1 983  through  1 985,  died  August  1 5  in 
San  Francisco  following  a  lengthy  illness. 

A  self-employed  Certified  Public  Accountant,  Don  had  also  been  a  partner 
in  Cottage  Gardens  for  a  number  of  years.  His  iris  introductions  include  the 
reds  MANUEL  and  SUPERMANUEL,  the  black  red  SPECTACULAR  BID 
(which  won  an  Award  of  Merit  this  year),  and  the  blue  REGENTS’  ROW.  His 
border  iris  AM  I  BLUE  won  the  Knowlton  Medal  in  1983. 

Don  was  active  in  the  Pacific  Horticultural  Foundation  and  had  served  as  a 
Board  member  and  as  chairman  of  its  finance  committee. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 
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Gifts 

To  The  American  Iris  Society 

January  7-July  13,  1986 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

Hazel  Bartholomew  (NH) 

Carol  Ramsey  (KS) 

llah  Bletcher  (WA) 

Town  &  Country  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Margaret  Brown  (MO) 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Walter  Bunker  (CA) 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Chesnik  (CA) 

Carl  Calderera  (Rl) 

Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts 
(MA) 

Hervey  Caton  (FL) 

Florida  Iris  Society  (FL) 

Norman  Clouser  (PA) 

Suky  and  Clarence  Mahan  (VA) 
Blue  Ridge  Chapter  (VA) 

Lucille  Cook  (AR) 

Richard  Morgan  (AR) 

Erabelle  Eiffert  (NM) 

New  Mexico  Iris  Society  (NM) 

Zelma  Harper  (TX) 

New  Braunfels  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Harry  H.  Henkelman  (TX) 

Fort  Worth  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Eva  Hobart  (WA) 

Town  &  Country  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Margaret  Howard 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society  (CA) 

Elmer  H.  Johnson  (Wl) 


Inez  Kendall  (ID) 

Melvina  Suiter  (OR) 

Dr.  William  G.  McGarvey  (NY) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L.  Hujsak  (OK) 
Harry  B.  Kuesel  (CO) 

Prof.  Irene  van  de  Water  (OR) 

Ruth  Messer  (IL) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 

Stayton  Nunn 

lla  L.  Crawford  (OK) 

W.  F.  (Bill)  Purtle  (AR) 

Richard  Morgan  (AR) 

Esther  Schliefert  (NE) 

Blue  Valley  Iris  Club  (NE) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Anson  (NE) 

Col.  Gus  Seligmann  (NM) 

New  Mexico  Iris  Society  (NM) 

Elaine  Silverberg  (NJ) 

Garden  State  Iris  Society  (NJ) 

Marion  Swindell  (CA) 

Redwood  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Marie  Watkins  (AR) 

Richard  Morgan  (AR) 

Betty  Wickenkamp  (AZ) 

lla  L.  Crawford  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Chesnik  (CA) 

FOR  COMPUTER  FUND 

Melba  Hamblen  (UT) 

FOR  SCIENTIFIC  RESEARCH: 
SCORCH 

Ray  C.  Vodicka  (NE) 

OTHER  GIFTS 

Carlton  B.  Calderera  (Rl) 
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ADAMGROVE 

Iris  &  Daylilies 

Featuring 

All  Types  of 
BEARDED  IRISES 
Old  &  New 
Including  Species 

Expanded  Beardless  Listing 

Catalogue  $1;  Refundable 
Eric  &  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
Rt.  1,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018 

BALDWIN’S  IRIS 

We  have  moved  to  a  new  location.  Same 
fine  irises  at  affordable  prices. 

TBs  **  BBs  **  SDBs 

Send  22c  stamp  for  descriptive  catalog. 

P.  0.  Box  615,  College  Place,  WA  99324 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 

TERRY  AND  BARBARA 

//litlieTl’s  Garden 

608  NW  119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 

TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

10  Miles  North  of  Portland 

Send  220  Stamp  for  Catalog  &  Map 

illllfi  SI L 

BUSSE 

GARDENS 

635  East  7th  Street 

Rt.  2,  Box  13 

COKATO.  MINNESOTA  55321 
"The  Minnesota  Perennial  People" 

Catalog  $1 .00 

Deducted  on  First  Order 

ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDEN 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 

Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern  grown  TB 
irises  at  reasonable  prices.  Also  50  vari¬ 
eties  of  fine  peonies. 

Catalog  on  request 

CAL  DIXIE 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (new  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Catalog  available  on  request  about 
April  1. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 

88 


Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 

featuring  new  introductions  of  Walter  Marx. 

Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1986  Catalog — $1.00 
Credit  on  first  order 

OMtCt  fMM 
mm*y 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 


15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 

CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


CIRCLE  ’N’  RANCH 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Over  3,500  old  and  new  varieties  of  TB, 
Median,  Dwarf  and  Arilbred  irises.  High 
quality,  healthy  plants  at  excellent  prices. 

@  Ranch 
18650  Birch  St. 

Perris,  CA  92370 

Price  list  on  request 
after  March  1 

Please  enclose  two  first  class  stamps 


COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 


Quality  TB,  BB,  IB 
and  SDB  irises  at 
reasonable  prices 

Catalog  $1.00 
Refundable  with  order 
No  color 

CONTEMPORARY  CARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

Tall  beardeds,  medians  and  Louisianas. 
Featuring  1986  introductions  of  Bennett 
Jones. 

Send  stamp  for  1986  catalog. 


COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Tall  Beardeds;  Siberians, 
Louisianas,  Spurias  &  Species 

Hemerocallis,  Lilies,  Wild  Flowers 
and  other  perennials 


Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 


FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 


Send  22p  stamp  for  catalog 


The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 


GLENN  F.  CORLEW 


Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
nr 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then  deduct 
it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 


2988  Cherry  Lane 
Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

Send  500  for  catalog 
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CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

Box  2033 

San  Marcos,  California  92069 

Spuria  and  Louisiana  Irises 

Wide  selection  of  daylilies 
from  miniature  to  TETRAPLOID 


Catalog  $1.00 


COTTAGE  GARDENS 

of 

James  P.  McWhirter 


Specialists  in  Japanese 
Iris,  Price  list  and 
culture  sheet  on  request. 


11294  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  California  95693 

916/687-7902 
Send  25c  for  catalog 


9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49033 


COTTONWOOD  GARDEN 

Edna  Moss  Moville,  IA  51039 

Our  clean  farm  soil  produces  good  plants. 
Our  tough  climate  eliminates  the  weaklings! 

Reasonable  Prices  .  .  .  Finest  Quality 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 

C.  CRISCOLA  IRIS  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  183 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 


GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

(Viola  Schreiner) 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 
TB.  BB.  IB  and  Aril 
Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 
Reasonable  Prices 
Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard,  NE  69334 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 


600  varieties 
at  reasonable  prices 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 
1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 


Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new  TBs 
Introductions  of  Steve  Stevens.  Also  Daylilies 
Send  for  free  price  .list. 

HOLIDAY  SEEDS 

4276  Durham  Circle 
Stone  Mountain,  GA  30083 


See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 


Hosta,  Lily,  Iris, 
and  Daylily  seeds. 

10  pkg./$  12.50  ppd. 
Shipment  in  January. 
Catalogue  available 
mid-December,  $1.00 
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HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

Star  Route,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff. 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 


THE  J— LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 


ILLINI  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 

Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  61856 
Phone  21 7-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetraploid  Hemerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list  for  two  years 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 
Send  $1 .00  for  list 
CLARENCE  MAHAN 
731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 


j  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  98815 

Introductions  of 
Jack  Boushay 


REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  39p  stamp  for  lists  after 
March  1 

KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

George  and  Carol  Lankow 

Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises. 

Featuring  the  introductions  of 
Carol  Lankow  and  Maybelle  Wright. 

Catalog  on  Request 
725-20  Ave.  West  Kirkland,  WA  98033 


LAURIE’S  GARDEN 

(Lorena  M.  Reid) 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 

Specializing  in:  CALIFORNICAE,  JAP¬ 
ANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal-Sibes,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae  and  other  Beardless 
Species  and  Hybrids. 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 


TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


Tails  &  Medians 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  BOX  81 73  STOCKTON,  CA  95208 


GARDENS 


Specializing  in  the  newest  Tall 
Beardeds,  plus  a  few  Medians 


P.O.  Box  19 


Boulder,  CO  80306 


July/August  Shipment 
Catalog  with  pedigrees  available  for  500 


Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 
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LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  Belle  Durio 


CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

OUR  35th  YEAR 
DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOG 
$2.00 


THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 


•  EXCLUSIVE  “NO  FAULT” 
GUARANTEE 


•  TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
COLOR  CATALOG  $2.00 


RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 


''  ^Gardens 


Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  California  95205 


MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


4- 


v  ilvn 
5> 


m  4) 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.0.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


Write  for  free  price  list 

COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . Oct.  1 5 

April  issue . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue . July  15 


Presenting  the  1986  INTRODUCTIONS 
of:  JONNYE  RICH,  HERBERT 
SCHAFER,  WALTER  MARX  and  BEN 
R.  HAGER. 

NOW  LISTING  ONLY  our  introduc¬ 
tions  and  a  limited  selection  of  the  newer 
IRISES  and  DAYLILIES  of  ALL 
TYPES  as  well  as  the  rare  and  unusual 
when  we  can  find  them. 

CONNOISSEUR’S  CATALOG  on  request 
$1.00  mailed  First  Class — not  deductible 

WELCOME  TO  GOLDEN  STATE  REUNION,  1986 
AIS  CONVENTION,  SAN  JOSE,  CALIFORNIA. 
April  26  thru  April  30,  1986 
Melrose  Gardens  is  on  tour 
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New  for  1986 


MIKA 

GARDENS 

Tall  Bearded  Irises 

Quality  rhizomes  grown  in  the  great  San 
Joaquin  Valley.  Reasonable  prices. 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

of 

Medians  •  TB’s  •  Arilbreds 

$1 .00  on  request 

Mid-America  Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 

P.0.  Box  1 2982  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73157 


iHtllcr’s  Manor 

(Sarbens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 


n 


MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 


1544  Schmidt  Road 

Gustine,  CA  95322 

3  miles  off  Interstate  5 
Send  22$  stamp  for  catalog 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 

Featuring 
Fine  Irises  of 
Recent  Introduction 

TALL  BEARDED 

Catalog  on  request 
No  color 

2778  W.  5600  So.  Roy,  Utah  84067 


OVER  4,000  NAMED  TALLS 

Visitors  welcome  to  the  annual  con¬ 
tinuous  iris  display  on  tables  under 
the  big  trees  at  424  S.E.  8th  St.,  Col¬ 
lege,  Wash.,  for  the  three  mid-weeks 
of  May. 

Touted  as  a  real  attraction  by  SUN¬ 
SET  MAGAZINE. 

(Austin  Morgan,  RVP  of  Region  13, 
1964-1966;  Master  Judge — AIS) 
1010  H ighland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  Wash.  99324 

Home  of  STUNNING,  HOWDY  FOLKS 
and  the  exclusive  new  double  rims. 

COLOR  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 
FOR  CLUB  MEETING  PROGRAMS 

Send  506  for  catalog 
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MOONSHINE  GARDENS 

of  Monty  Byers 

R  O.  Box  1019 

Clearlake  Oaks,  CA  95423 

PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 
of 

HENRY  &  LUELLA  DANIELSON 

425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

Specializing  in  space  age  and 
remontant  irises.  We  also  grow 
many  of  the  best  varieties  includ¬ 
ing  medians. 

Send  for  our  free  informative 
catalog. 

ARIL  AND  ARILBRED  IRISES 

Since  1941 

Also  Tall  Bearded,  Border,  Intermediate 
Standard  Dwarf,  Louisiana,  Siberian, 
Spuria  and  Japanese. 

See  our  ad  in  the  April  Bulletin 
Catalog  $1.00,  then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  order. 

NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

RAINBOW  IRIS  GARDENS 

Lisa  Alexander 

1421  Bellinger  Street 

Eau  Claire,  Wl  54703 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Featuring  a  list  of  medians,  tall  beardeds 
and  space  age  irises.  Send  today  for  free 
catalog. 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

RANCHO 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Price  List  on  Request 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 

oMofctlt  cptne  $/tig  Qakdm 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

402/371-3895 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 

For  added  interest  to  your  iris  garden: 

Ihs  w'nd  chimes 

A  JjgL  Iris  clapper  for  your 

chimes 

)  Iris  windsocks,  hand 
y?  painted,  personalized 

Also  Quilled  Iris  cards 

Send  stamp  for  price  list 

Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 

Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 

Available  Aoril  thru  July 

OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 
6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featurins  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Mjller — 'Dancins  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 

RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Zula  A.  Hanson 

7124  Riverdale  Road 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55430 

Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians.  Send  $1.00  for  our  catalog ,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  order. 
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RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 

3629  QUINABY  RD.,  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 


PhmtmJz,  Am  §§ mi 

Send  for  our  catalog  listing  of  TB, 
Arilbred,  Median,  Spuria  &  LAs. 
Guaranteed  quality! 

REMEMBER  FIESTA  PHOENIX  87 


DAVID  B.  SINDT  —  IRISES 

1331  West  Cornelia,  Dept.  A 
Chicago,  Illinois  60657 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America's  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


Extensive  listing  of  pure  pumilas, 
other  small  bearded  species,  se¬ 
lected  recent  MDBs,  SDBs,  MTBs. 
1986  MDBs  and  SDBs  from  David 
Sindt  and  Lothar  Denkewftz. 


Free  catalog  available  in  April. 
No  orders  accepted 
after  July  15. 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 
Catalog 
50  Cents 


SKYLINE  FARMS 

Featuring  Beardeds  and  Louisianas 
Send  First  Class  stamp  for  Price  List 
or  wholesale  information. 

List  available  March  through  August. 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


Wholesale  on  Beardeds  only  to  legitimate 
dealers  and  local  clubs  for  fund  raising. 
No  wholesale  on  Louisianas. 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford 

Route  3,  Box  162 
Whitewright,  TX  75491-9603 

SLADE  IRSS  GARDENS 

George  and  Helen  Slade 

Route  5 — Box  153A 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


Cynthiana,  KY  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 
No  color 
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COLOR 

Catalog  Featuring: 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB,  BB,  TB, 
ARB  And  Space-Age  Irises, 
Also  Daylilies  And  Lilies. 
Catalog  $1.00 

David  R.  Spence  (715)  839-7053 

P.O.  Box  1367  Eau  Claire,  Wl  54702 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 


GILBERT  H.  WILD  &  SON 

Dept.  AIS  1086 
Sarcoxie,  MO  64862 
Send  $2  (deductible  from  first  order) 
for  96-page  illustrated  catalog  in 
color  featuring: 

IRISES.  PEONIES.  DAYLILIES 


Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  (JNRtlH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 


PHOTO  CREDITS 

Glenn  Corlew:  52 

Art  Cronin:  33  bottom;  34;  35 

Jim  Day:  59;  63 

Larry  Harder:  22;  23;  53 

Merry  Haveman:  7  right  center;  8  left  center,  bottom  right;  9  bottom; 
11  left  top,  bottom  right;  12  center;  15;  16;  24  right;  39  top;  43;  45; 
51 

Keith  Keppel:  9  left  center;  1 1  right  top;  29;  41 
Melrose  Gardens:  8  left  top 

Bettie  Osborne:  9  right  center;  1 1  left  bottom;  24  left;  31 ;  32;  46;  47 

Manley  Osborne:  19;  27;  30;  33  top;  38  top;  40;  44;  48;  49;  50 

Jayne  Ritchie:  7  right  top;  42 

Greg  Schifferli:  11  right  center 

Dave  Silverberg:  18 

Larry  Stayer:  55 

George  Waters:  26;  37;  38  bottom;  39  bottom 

Leland  Welsh:  7  right  bottom;  8  right  center;  12  bottom 

Dorothy  Willott:  7  left;  8  right  top,  left  bottom;  1 1  left  center 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 

1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Shirley  Varmette,  203  Lakeview  Terrace,  New  Haven,  CT 
06515. 

2 —  New  York:  Mrs.  James  (Lillian)  Gristwood,  605  Lock  St.,  Phoenix,  NY 
13135. 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Eilwood  (Bud)  Maltman,  206  Milltown  Rd., 

Wilmington,  DE  19808. 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  B.  J.  Brown,  11026  Steele  Creek  Road,  Charlotte,  NC  28210. 

5 — South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  Edward  L. 
(Shirley)  Paquet,  Route  1,  Box  580,  Prosperity,  SC  29127. 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Lynda  Miller,  3167  E.  US  224,  Ossian,  IN 

46777. 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Albert  Dierckes,  3114  Hulbert  Ave., 

Erlanger,  KY  41018. 

8  —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Audrey  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  12877  Acker  Dr., 

Muskego,  Wl  53150. 

9  —  Illinois:  Brian  J.  Clough,  1 332  N.  Bosworth,  Apt.  5,  Chicago,  IL  60622. 
10 — Louisiana:  Mrs.  James  J.  (Patricia)  Deegan,  833  Hiawatha  Circle, 

Pineville,  LA  71360. 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Ronald  A.  Dunn,  2109  S.  5th  West, 

Missoula,  MT  59801 . 

12  — Utah:  Hyram  Ames,  3695  S.  2110  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84109. 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Sigrid  Asmus,  4009  24th  Ave.  West, 

Seattle,  WA  98199. 

14  —  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Jean  Erickson,  2181  Blucher 

Valley  Rd.,  Sebastopol,  CA  95472. 

15 — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Howard  Goodrick,  1700  Burr  Oak 
Way,  Hemet,  CA  92343. 

1 6  —  Canada:  Verna  Laurin,  1 99  Florence  Ave. ,  Willowdale,  Ontario,  Canada 

M2N  1G5. 

17  — Texas:  Jim  Coward,  515  W.  Parks,  Waxahachie,  TX  75165. 

18  —  Kansas  and  Missouri:  Elvan  E.  Roderick,  1137  N.  Main  St.,  Desloge, 

MO  63601 . 

19  — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Mrs.  Norman  (Marisa)  Noe,  1354  Mal¬ 

lard  Dr.,  Martinsville,  NJ  08836. 

20  — Colorado:  Harry  B.  Kuesel,  4  Larkdale  Drive,  Littleton,  CO  80123. 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Jim  D.  Hummel,  801 

Logan  St.,  Wayne,  NE  68787. 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Larry  Stayer,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 

23  — New  Mexico:  Howard  G.  Shockey,  461 1  Rio  Grande  Lane,  NW,  Albu¬ 
querque,  NM  87107. 

24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Joe  M.  Langdon,  5605  11th  Ave.,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  AL  35222. 


SMITHSONIAN  LIBRARIES 


Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS  ...........  complete  . . .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  .....................................  Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . .  $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  W  with  safety  lock  catch. 

TWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS  ...........................  each  $6.00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 

Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for  the  New  York 
Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  in  Spring  1378  Bulletin,  page  53.  Proceeds 
from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to  support  the  work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  . . .  each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

IRISES  FOR  EVERYONE  .......................  each  $3.00;  packet  of  10,  $18.00 

A  24  page,  SW  x  8W'  full  color  booklet  promoting  irises  and  the  iris  society.  Use  for 
gifts  or  souvenirs  or  as  a  resale  moneymaker  for  your  society. 

IRIS  POST  CARDS  . . . . . .  Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1983  MEMBERSHIP  LIST  . . .  $4.50 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . . . .  $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1360-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . .  $12.00 

Hardbound.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-73,  complete  awards  listing 
1960-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1977  .............. 

....  $2.00 

1382  ........... . 

......  $3.50 

1978  . . . 

....  $3.50 

1383  ............ 

......  $3.50 

1979  . . 

....  $3.50 

1984  ............ 

......  $3.50 

1985  ....  ...  JJM* 

H;1 

.  $4.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues , 

if  available  . . . . 

$2.50 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . . . .  $1 .50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  ......................................  $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 
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$36.00 


RHS  COLOUR  CHART  ............................ 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 

AIS  SEALS  . .  Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 
Send  order  to  Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 

Phone  (918)  782-3133 


